
Window Wells 
Window wells are not a preferred basement construction practice, as they are lower than grade, 
attract snow and surface water, and can quickly overload the drainpipe system below. They rely on 
positive drainage from the granular layer below the window through a drainpipe to the footings. This 
helps avoid moisture problems at the foundation wall in the vicinity of the well and the wetting of the 
window itself.  

 


