
Vaughan

Markham

Whitchurch-
Stouffville

Richmond
Hill

Aurora

King

East 
Gwillimbury

Georgina 

Newmarket 

$20,709,539
24,096 acres

-23%

-29%

$96,797,280
24,670 acres

40%

% Change in Gross Farm Receipts 2011 to 2016

Change in Farmland Area 2011 to 2016

-26%

$33,724,735
17,127 acres -25%

-1%

$6,997,0021

4,076 acres1 -27%

-14%

2016 Total Gross Farm Receipts ($)
2016 Total Farmland Area (Acres) 

%

$33,164,453
24,782 acres

28%

112%

$26,171,283
7,584 acres

7%

4%

$83,898,106
40,250 acres

17%

5%

York Region had the second 
highest gross farm receipts per 
acre in the Golden Horseshoe2 
at $2,114 per acre
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• Agriculture •

Facts at a Glance

Farmland accounted for 
32 per cent of York Region’s 
land area in 2016, down from  
43 per cent in 1991

71 per cent of farms  
in York Region are less than  
130 acres in size

From 2011 to 2016, York Region 
recorded a decrease of  
116 farms (14 per cent) 
and 10,974 Acres  
(7 per cent) of farmland 

61 per cent of farm 
operators in York Region  
are over the age of 55

1 For the 2016 Census of  
Agriculture, the Towns of Aurora,  
Newmarket and Richmond Hill are reported  
as one consolidated Census Subdivision

Total Gross Farm Receipts 
and Farm Area by local 

municipality

2 Golden Horseshoe in this bulletin refers to the 
municipalities that make up the Golden Horseshoe 
Food and Farming Alliance which includes: Durham, 
York, Toronto, Peel, Halton, Hamilton and Niagara.



YORK REGION

TORONTO

DURHAM

PEEL

HALTON

HAMILTON

NIAGARA

142,585 ACRES

5,240 ACRES

292,815 ACRES

83,339 ACRES

68,676 ACRES

128,532 ACRES

218,251 ACRES

$2,114
per acre

$1,099
per acre8%

INCREASE
1%

INCREASE

$1,130
per acre

13%
INCREASE

$2,094
per acre

16%
INCREASE

$2,022
per acre

2%
INCREASE

$3,840
per acre

2%
INCREASE

$1,285
per acre

1991

190
THOUSAND
ACRES

194
THOUSAND
ACRES

176
THOUSAND
ACRES

167
THOUSAND
ACRES

154
THOUSAND
ACRES

143
THOUSAND
ACRES

43.4% 44.1%

40.1%
38.1%

35.0%
32.5%

1996 2001
Per cent of Total York Region Land Area 

2006 2011 2016

31%

15% 14%

23%

9%

1%

7%

Durham York Toronto Peel Halton Hamilton Niagara

828 712
2011 2016

14%
DECREASE

2  2016 Census Release - Agriculture

York Region Farm Area 
by Census YEAR

Number of farms in York region

2016 Gross farm Receipts per Acre  
across the Golden Horseshoe

15 per cent of Total Farmlands in the Golden Horseshoe are in York region

Distribution of farmland Across the Golden Horseshoe

Percentage Change since 2011



3%

<10 Acres >1,120 Acres10 to 129 Acres 130 to 
1,119 Acres

YORK REGION
Farms 
2 0 1 6

12%

59%
419 FARMS

86 FARMS

184 FARMS

23 FARMS

26%
712 

47%53%
O W N E DRENT/LEASE

CROP SHARE

76%

<1% 5% 5%3%
11%

Land in Crops Summerfallow
Land

Tame or Seeded
Pasture

Natural Land
for Pasture

Christmas Trees
Woodland and

Wetland

All Other Land

Sod   $16.39M

Corn   $9.9M

Soybeans  $9.38M

Dairy   $8.05M

Potatoes   $4.95M

Program payment   $4.63M

Sheep and Lambs   $1.71M

Source: 2016 Census of Agriculture and Strategic Policy Branch, OMAFRA

Fruits & Vegetables $74.84M

Floriculture & Nursery   $25.11M

Other crops and livestock   $13.11M

22%

Other Animal
Production

Greenhouse,
Nursery &

Floriculture

Oilseed &
Grain Farming

Other Crop
Farming

Vegetable
& Melon
Farming

Beef Cattle
Ranching &

Farming

Dairy Cattle
& Milk

Production

Fruit & Nut
Tree Farming

Poultry & Egg
Production

Sheep & Goat
Farming

Hog & Pig
Farming

159 FARMS

16%
111 FARMS

15%
106 FARMS

15%
104 FARMS 14%

98 FARMS 3%
25 FARMS

3%
20 FARMS

3%
19 FARMS 1%

11 FARMS <1%
1 FARM

8%
58 FARMS

3

York region Farms by Size FarmLand Uses in York Region

value ($) of Top Commodities 
IN York region

York region Farmland Tenure

York region Farms by Industry

2016 Census Release - Agriculture

53 per cent of All York Region farm land is rented



Strawberries   111 Acres

Soybeans    27,501 Acres

Hay    21,124 Acres
Corn for Grain    22,656 Acres

Carrots
Other Vegetables
Sweet Corn

Apples   105 Acres
Grapes   58 Acres

 2,550 Acres
Major Fruit Crops (acres)

Major Field Crops (acres)

 2,040 Acres
 1,676 Acres

Major Vegetable Crops (acres)

Hens and Chickens    243,406

Livestock Inventories (number)

Poultry Inventories (number)

Calves 2,690
Steers 3,375

Horses & Ponies   2,323

Cows 4,275
Sheep & Lambs 6,011

4 2016 Census Release - Agriculture

2016 York region Top Three major Vegetable, Fruits and Field crops

2016 York region Livestock and Poultry Inventories 

Did you Know?
• In 2016, 51 farms in York Region (7 per cent) reported using solar panels or wind turbines to generate renewable energy
• In 2016, 140 farms in York Region (20 per cent) reported selling directly to consumers, most of them selling unprocessed  

agricultural produces, mainly through farm gate sales, stands and kiosks
• 61 per cent of farm operators in York Region were 55 years of age and over in 2016
• York Region produced 375,257 dozens of eggs in 2016 , an increase of 22 per cent from 2011

For questions, please contact Long Range Planning at paul.bottomley@york.ca or 1-877-464-9675 ext. 71530 
For accessible formats or communication support, please contact Corporate Communications at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 71234

Gross Farm Receipts are defined as farm cash receipts measuring the gross revenue of farm businesses 
in 2016 dollars including sales of crops, livestock products and program payments.


