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THE SIGN SYSTEM

Graphic Assets: VMC Branding

EXISTING VMC LOGO PREFERRED LOGOS FOR SIGNAGE 

Preferred Logo for Signage
The existing VMC logo includes smaller qualifying text ‘downtown’ and ‘metropolitan centre’ which 
become difficult to read when the logo is sized for use on the signage pylons. The descriptors are 
not essential to expressing the brand, and also can seem out-of-place when the signage is located in 
park, path and natural open spaces. As such, we are recommending simplifying the logo used on the 
signage to its core parts for simplicity, recognizability and cross-region relevance. 
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Based on logos from the City of Vaughan's Economic and Cultural Development branding strategy



TBD

 7 | 5 | 5 | 0

 

 

 

4. Light Grey

3265c

 64 | 00 | 38 | 00

 

 

 

 3. Aqua

3005c

79 | 32 | 01 | 00

 

 

 

 2. Blue

TBD

 83 | 28 | 98 | 15

 

 

 

 6. Park Green

 655c

 100 | 92 | 41 | 45

 

 

 1. Navy

 TBD

 84 | 44 | 76 | 43

 

 

 

 5. Greenspace Green

PANTONE

CMYK

EXTERIOR PAINT

OPAQUE VINYL

REFLECTIVE VINYL

NOTES

PANTONE

CMYK

EXTERIOR PAINT

OPAQUE VINYL

REFLECTIVE VINYL

NOTES

VMC VAUGHAN METROPOLITAN CENTRE
Signage & Wayfinding: Master Plan

THE CYGNUS DESIGN GROUP INC 
www.cygnus.group

DATE
06 December 2021

PAGE

5 OF 38

THE SIGN SYSTEM

Graphic Assets: Colours
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Typography
The Echo Pro typeface has been selected for use in all sign types and maps. It 
complements the VMC sub-brand, and upholds to AODA and CSA standards in 
terms of accessibility and legibility.  

Note:
Text should always have the following settings: kerning set to ‘optical’, tracking set to ‘0’, 
and ligatures turned off. Any additional typographical considerations will be noted separately 
within each sign types graphic standards page. 

Pictograms  
These symbols have been selected with international standards and local 
considerations in mind so as to be widely recognizable. Additional pictograms 
matching the style may be integrated as future needs are identified.
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THE SIGN SYSTEM

Graphic Assets: Typography & Pictograms

ECHO PRO REGULAR 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 0123456789

ECHO PRO SEMIBOLD 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV WX YZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 0123456789
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THE SIGN SYSTEM

Graphic Assets: Map (Option 1)

Maps offer detailed contextual and visual information of 
a person’s surroundings to orient them from where they 
are to where they plan to be, and are a key part of the 
VMC wayfinding system.

The system map displays the entire VMC area, and has 
been carefully designed to convey all information clearly 
and legibly. Colours are used in a way to optimize 
contrast and to complement City branding. All text 
and pictograms are sized to maximize legibility while 
maintaining a clean, uncluttered appearance.  
 
Maps are always oriented north-up. A true north marker 
has been embedded into the ground near the foot of the 
sign to further support in orienting the user. 

Map Features 
•  Names of roads, parks, greenspaces, key public 

buildings and amenities, etc. 
• Identifies transit stops
• “You are here” marker
• Scale bar

Expansion of Map 
Additional maps may be developed if expanded beyond 
the VMC by following the design intent. Where a 
different scale is deemed best, map elements and 
overlays should be reconsidered to optimize legibility.
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THE SIGN SYSTEM

Relevant Sign Type Overview

A1:  

Primary Pylon,  

Freestanding

T1:  

Trail Directional, 

Freestanding

T2:  

Bicyclist Directional, 

Curb-mount

ID3:  

Destination ID with 

map, Wall-mounted

ID2:  

Destination ID, 

Wall-mounted

ID2 (SMALL):  

Destination ID, 

Wall-mounted
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THE SIGN SYSTEM

Sign Type A1: Size Option 2
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A DIPISCING ELIT
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer esse adipiscing elit,

sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat lobortis nisl ut aliquip volutpat.

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse 
molestie consequat, vel illumeros et accumsan dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla
nislut aliquip facilisi.

Architects: Diamond Schmi� Architects
                     Claude Cormier Et Associés

PARKS AND TRAILS

1. Black Creek Greenway
2. Central Park
3. Edgeley Park
4. South Urban Park
5. Strata Park

SERVICES

6. Bus Terminal

7. VMC Subway Station

8. Public Library
9. Transit Square
10. YMCA    

YOU ARE HERE 0 200m

A DIPISCING ELIT

Architects: Diamond Schmi� Architects
                     Claude Cormier Et Associés

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 
dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, 
vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla 
facilisi.
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A DIPISCING ELIT
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer esse adipiscing elit,

sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat lobortis nisl ut aliquip volutpat.

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse 
molestie consequat, vel illumeros et accumsan dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla
nislut aliquip facilisi.

Architects: Diamond Schmi� Architects
                     Claude Cormier Et Associés

A DIPISCING ELIT
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer esse adipiscing elit,

sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat lobortis nisl ut aliquip volutpat.

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse 
molestie consequat, vel illumeros et accumsan dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla
nislut aliquip facilisi.

Architects: Diamond Schmi� Architects
                     Claude Cormier Et Associés

PARKS AND TRAILS

1. Black Creek Greenway
2. Central Park
3. Edgeley Park
4. South Urban Park
5. Strata Park

SERVICES

6. Bus Terminal

7. VMC Subway Station

8. Public Library
9. Transit Square
10. YMCA    

YOU ARE HERE 0 200m

A DIPISCING ELIT

Architects: Diamond Schmi� Architects
                     Claude Cormier Et Associés

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 
dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, 
vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla 
facilisi.
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803 mm
2'-7 5/8"

40 mm
1 9/16"

ID4:  

Destination ID with map, 

Free Standing

ID3:  

Destination ID with 

map, Wall-mounted

ID5:  

Destination ID, 

Free Standing

ID2:  

Destination ID, 

Wall-mounted

ID6 (SMALL):  

Destination ID, 

Wall-mounted
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Freestanding ID4 - ID6
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Type ID4 - ID6 
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Type ID4 - ID6 
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THE SIGN SYSTEM

Type ID4 - ID6 
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Description
A wall-mounted version of the ID1 sign that identifies  
hidden publicly-accessible areas such as mews or POPs.
 
The panel includes:  
  • Identification for the mews or POPS area. 
  • Interpretive information. (optional)
  •  Map showing an overview of the entire VMC, map 

legend, scale and north markers.   

Typical locations:
On wall surfaces near entries to mews and POPS where 
an ID1 pylon sign isn’t viable. 
 
Additional information:
Keep a clear space of at least 2m around the sign.
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ID2: Destination ID with map, Wall-mount
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Sign Type T1: Discussion
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Description
Sign to provide directions to cyclists along bike paths, 
which way to navigate to nearby parks and amenities, 
and also which direction to go to continue on established 
cyclist paths and trails.

Typical locations:
Placed on the curb of bike lanes at traffic-controlled 
intersections where a cyclist may be stopped by a red 
light. 
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THE SIGN SYSTEM

T2: Bicyclist Directional, Curb Sign 
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Wayfinding Strategies
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WAYFINDING STRATEGIES

General Placement: Streetscape

Visible & Intuitive Placement
Signs are ideally placed where they will be visible from 
where they are needed, and located where it is intuitive 
and instinctive for users to look for it. This may be just 
outside a key public amenity like a transit station, at 
a major intersection, or near the entrance to a park or 
major greenspace. 

Wherever signs are placed, it is important that they be 
visible from down the street or path pedestrians are 
anticipated to be coming from, and if possible, from 

across the street or intersection, too. Achieving 
this ensures a sign will generally always be within a 
pedestrian’s sights to offer them the tools they need if 
and when they need them. 

Traffic Flow
Consider how pedestrians are moving through an 
area to help determine a good sign location. This will 
typically be where the traffic flows the heaviest as that 
is where there is the most potential for impact to the 
most users. If there isn’t a viable location in that area, 
consider where the second best option is, and so forth. 
 

Visbility from opposite corner of intersection ↑Proximity to transit hubs ↑Example of Pedestrian Flow ↑
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Highway 7 and Millway Avenue.

soucyg
Text Box
Placed along the public realm to ensure high visibility.Near or at major intersections and junctions.Preferably along the pedestrian boulevard's amenity zone.Near corners but away from daylight triangles.

soucyg
Rectangle



VMC VAUGHAN METROPOLITAN CENTRE
Signage & Wayfinding: Master Plan

THE CYGNUS DESIGN GROUP INC 
www.cygnus.group

DATE
06 December 2021

PAGE

21 OF 38

WAYFINDING STRATEGIES

General Placement: Streetscape

Optimize Sign Frequency
Oversigning can make an area seem cluttered and feel 
more complicated than it really is. Part of the location 
planning strategy is to optimize the total number 
of signs strictly needed—no more, no less. As the 
system is largely tethered to orientating residents and 
visitors, signs should be prioritized where these users 
are entering the VMC (e.g. region boundaries, transit 
hubs) with an additional sign or two near major parks, 
greenspaces, and any other communal hubs that the 
system highlights. 

Ideally, there will be no more than one or two wayfinding 
signs in sight at any given time. Some exceptions may 
apply depending on the site conditions and overall 
complexity of an area. In these cases, additional signs 
may be required to help ease public navigation through 
the area in question.

Lighting
Wherever possible, place signs within a few metres of 
nearby light sources such as light standards and lamp 
posts, or for wall-mounted signs, wall sconces. As the 
VMC wayfinding signs are not illuminated themselves, 
this will help keep the system reasonably visible and 
legible after dusk. This is especially important in the fall 
and winter when it becomes dark quite early. 

Where there are no nearby light sources, consider the 
viability of adding one nearby. Well-lit areas also offer a 
semblance of safety, security, and a warm welcome.

Use nearby lighting to your advantage ↑
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WAYFINDING STRATEGIES

Obstruction Clearance

In order to ensure signage is visible and accessible, there 
are preferred margins of clearance from other streetscape 
elements and other obstructions. 

STREETSCAPE  
ELEMENT

Curb — Arterial (large streets)
Curb — Collectors (medium streets)
Curb — Local Streets
Transit Shelters
Trees and Planters
Bicycle Rings/Rack
Waste Bins 
Fire Hydrant or Service Connections
Light Standards / Unity Posts
Traffic signal poles and boxes
Parking Ticket/Pay-stations
Newspaper Dispensers
Transformers 
Grating

All other streetscape elements

NOTE: 
To meet AODA standards, signs additionally require a clear floor 
area of at least 1370mm around the sign so that access from a front 
or side approach is possible for a person using a mobility device 
such as a wheelchair.

MINIMUM 
CLEARANCE (m)

1.5
1 
1
5
2.5
2.5
2.5
2
2.5
2.5
2.5
2.5
4
1.5

1.5

PREFERRED 
CLEARANCE (m)

2 
1.5
1.5
10
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
2

2

MINIMUM 1–1.5M

MINIM
UM 2.5M
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Location Planning
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Preparing for Procurement 
& Implementation

soucyg
Text Box
Next Steps

soucyg
Text Box
- Gather feedback and finalize designs;- Drawings and procurement of pilot project (March/April 2022);- Develop a cost and implementation strategy for the Master Plan;- Pilot implementation and final public consultation (late summer / early fall 2022);- Final Master Plan / Report (late fall 2022.)



Thank You.




