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Welcome! 
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• Introduce the City of Vaughan Secondary Suite Study 

• Outline study objectives and approach 

• Provide information on the City’s Secondary Suites 
Task Force 

Purpose of Tonight’s Presentation 
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Context and Overview of Study 
•What is a Secondary Suite 

•Policy Context for a Secondary Suite Policy 

•Role of Secondary Suites 

•Overview of Study 
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• A secondary suite is a self-contained unit within a house OR 

within an accessory building on the same lot as a house 

• A secondary suite has its own kitchen and bathroom 

• Many secondary suites are ‘basement apartments’ but they 
can also be located on any floor of the house or in a detached 
building on the property (i.e. above a laneway garage) 

 

What is a Secondary Suites 
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Secondary Suites 

Source: City of Edmonton, 2013 
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Secondary Suites 

Source: Google Image BPI, 2008 
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Secondary Suites 

Photo by: John Burrows (CMHC, 2013) 
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Secondary Suites 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=secondary+suite+pics&sa=X&rlz=1T4ADRA_enCA366CA366&biw=1440&bih=734&tbm=isch&tbnid=u0ZebVps3aFj5M:&imgrefurl=http://www.langleytoday.ca/secondary-suite-fees-phased-in/&docid=SPOiFj18K_v9YM&imgurl=http://www.langleytoday.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/secondary-suite-entrance-300x336.jpg&w=300&h=336&ei=DkqdUaSKKrO44AOv4YHwCQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1181&vpy=158&dur=4963&hovh=238&hovw=212&tx=140&ty=84&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=148&start=25&ndsp=33&ved=1t:429,r:57,s:0,i:258
http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=secondary+suite+pics&sa=X&rlz=1T4ADRA_enCA366CA366&biw=1440&bih=734&tbm=isch&tbnid=TOnJMTnckmkvbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.iloveheritage.com/my_listings_815RidgewayAve.htm&docid=k1bCz2SRsq-GpM&imgurl=http://www.iloveheritage.com/listing/815RidgewayAve/002a.jpg&w=480&h=320&ei=DkqdUaSKKrO44AOv4YHwCQ&zoom=1
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Secondary Suites 

Drawing by: Barry Craig (CMHC, 2013) 
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Provincial Policy Context 

Strong Communities through 
Affordable Housing Act (2012) 
 
Requires that municipalities 
permit secondary suites in new 
and existing developments as-of-
right in: 

•single-detached 
•semi-detached 
•row houses, and  
•ancillary structures 
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Regional Policy Context 

York Region Official Plan 
(YROP) (2010)  
 
Requires that local 
municipalities adopt official 
plan policies and zoning by-
law provisions that allow 
secondary suites 
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City of Vaughan Policy Context 

City of Vaughan Official Plan 
(2010)  
 
Supports and prioritizes 
allowing secondary suites 
where appropriate as 
identified in the City’s 
secondary suites study  
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Role for Secondary Suites 

Additional 
Income/Support 

Greater 
Flexibility of 

Housing Stock 
Increase Rental 
Housing Supply 

Affordable 
Housing Option 

Urban 
Intensification 
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1. Obtain an understanding of the current secondary suite stock 

in Vaughan and issues associated with the provision of 
secondary suites 

2. Conduct study with the benefit of a public consultation 
process 

3. Recommend a “made-in Vaughan” strategy for provision of 
secondary suites 

4. Develop tools required to implement the strategy 

 
 

Study Objectives 
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Approach to Study 

Phase 1: 
Contextualize 

and 
Understand 

Phase 2: 
Identify, 

Review and 
Analyze 

Phase 3: 
Conceptualize 

and Plan 

Phase 4: 
Prepare, 

Evaluate and 
Consult 

Phase 5: 
Recommend 
and Report 

Kick Off! 

First Task 
Force   
Meeting  

Council 
Approves 
Policy 

Public Open 
House  

DRAFT 
PLAN 
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Kick-Off Online 
Survey  

Task Force Public Open 
House (2) 

Opportunities for Input 
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Secondary Suite Task Force 
 

• Mandate and Composition 

• Timelines 

 
 



City of Vaughan Secondary Suites Study 19 

Mandate 
 
   “to provide Council with recommendations based on the 

members experience and knowledge of the Secondary Suites 
subject and/or knowledge of local conditions and concerns. 
The Task Force will prepare advice to Council in response to 
the information that results from the study work, including 
research conducted by the project team and the public 
consultation process.” 

 
Composition 
• General Public/NGO - 10 members 
• Private Sector - 10 members 
 
Preference given to those with experience relevant to secondary suites issue.  
 

Task Force Mandate and Composition 
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• Advertised: May 16th and May 23rd Vaughan Citizen, Thornhill 
Liberal 

• Closing date: May 31st, 2013: 4:30pm (Due at Clerk’s Office) 
• Applications available: Clerk’s Office (1st Floor, South wing, 

City Hall) 
      www.vaughan.ca/secondarysuites  
 
     

Task Force Timelines 
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Questions 
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1. Do you have any questions about the study purpose 

or process? 

2. Do you have any questions around the role of the 
Task Force? 

3. Are there any specific issues or considerations you 
would like us to research or investigate during the 
study process? 

Discussion Questions 
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Next Steps 

 
 
 

Selection of 
Task Force 

Conduct 
Market 

Analysis 

Identify Issues, 
Opportunities, 

Tools 
Launch Online 

Survey 

Hold Open 
House 1 

Draft Report Hold Open 
House 2 

Present to 
Council 



City of Vaughan Secondary Suites Study 24 

Thank you 
Stay informed on the development of the City’s Secondary Suites 

Study by visiting: http://www.vaughan.ca/secondarysuites 
 

 
Jodi Ball 
jball@shs-inc.ca 
 

 
 
 

 
Armine Hassakourians 
Armine.Hassakourians@vaughan.ca 
 

 
 
 

http://www.vaughan.ca/secondarysuites
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