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Interpretive Plan

Introduction and Background

The Pierre Berton Heritage Centre will be located in the former Kleinburg United Church, located along the historic
main street of Kleinburg, a heritage conservation district. The Centre will serve as both a community gathering
space and will also present exhibits honoring the contribution of Pierre Berton to telling Canada’s national story.

This Interpretive Plan is inspired by and rests on the excellent foundation created by:

* The Request for Proposal issued by the City of Vaughan: Exhibit Consultant to Design, Develop, and Install
Exhibits for the Pierre Berton Heritage Centre of July 2016.

* A community consultation meeting held in September of 2016 by the City of Vaughan that helped to shape the
direction of the project

* Asubsequent kick-off meeting with representatives of the City of Vaughan Recreation Services, Lynch+Comisso
Architects, E-Lumen International Consulting Engineers, and Reich+Petch Design International

* Ongoing design meetings between City of Vaughan, Lynch+Comisso, and Reich+Petch
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Interpretive Plan

Goals for Exhibits

* To present exhibits that offer visitors an engaging and interactive experience of Canada’s national story, driven
and inspired by the work of one of Canada’s pre-eminent authors and media pioneers, Pierre Berton

* To create exhibits that both complement the experience of the interior and create a noticeable visual impact
* To feature Berton’s novel for children, The Secret World of Og, with characters inspired by the author’s children

* To identify an inventory of modular exhibit elements that can be used for various temporary exhibits to be
created by the City of Vaughan and displayed at the Pierre Berton Heritage Centre

» To provide space for community/public use events on the main floor, which is to be open and flexible for
hosting a wide variety of functions
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Interpretive Plan

Other Exhibit Parameters

* Accessibility is a priority, not only to conform to legislation, but also to ensure that the space can be enjoyed by
everyone

* The stained glass windows, vaulted ceilings, existing light fixtures, and wainscoting will be maintained
* Use wall space as much as possible for exhibits, working around the existing stained glass

e Multi-media units should be secure, built in, and able to shut off when not in use

e Develop modular, mobile display system (cases and graphic panels) for temporary exhibits

e History of the church and current renovation, along with commemorative plaques currently housed in the
church potentially to be exhibited in the basement lounge space

e Use of the space will be for permitted events (for example, weddings or concerts). The City of Vaughan may
open the space for viewing exhibits during special events such as the Binder Twine festival.
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Interpretive Plan

Audiences for Exhibits

* Local residents of Kleinburg who already have some familiarity with Pierre Berton and his work and would like
enjoy the exhibits in detail

* Local residents of Kleinburg who are less familiar with Pierre Berton and his work and would like to gain some
new insights.

e \Visitors to Kleinburg, including families, on a leisure outing who drop in to enjoy the space and its exhibits as
part of the Kleinburg heritage experience

* Those attending events in the space who may wish to view the exhibits as an enhancement to their experience
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Option One: Pierre Berton - Three Themes
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Option One: Pierre Berton - Three Themes

Theme #1: Growing up & Family Life

e Chronology of his biography/autobiography
Family photos

Quotes about him and his significance by others
Closely tied to the Og book and TV show

—

FIERRE SERTON
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Option One: Pierre Berton - Three Themes

Theme #2: Broadcaster and Journalist

* Mainly AV, some text

e Content is about Pierre Berton on Front Page Challenge, The Pierre Berton Show, Maclean’s magazine, as an interviewer & journalist who
discussed many (non-Canadian history) topics of the times
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Option One: Pierre Berton - Three Themes

Theme #3: Telling the Canadian History Story
. Excerpts from Berton’s books & documentaries about Canadian History

. Organized according to the chronology of history (not by date of publication or broadcast)
. Juxtapose Canadian History Timeline
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Option One: Pierre Berton - Three Themes

Theme #3: Telling the Canadian History Story (cont’d)
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Option Two: Pierre Berton and the Story of Canada
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Option Two: Pierre Berton and the Story of Canada

Intro: Pierre Berton’s Life & Significance

. Testaments to Pierre Berton’s importance
. An outline of the main points of his biography

WRITERS' TRUST
of CANADA

. Officer & Companion of the Order of Canada

. Multiple Literary Awards

. Multiple Broadcasting Awards

. Queen Elizabeth Il Silver & Gold Jubilee Medals

. 125t Anniversary of the Confederation of Canada Medal
. Multiple Governor General’s Awards x3

. Inductee of several Halls of Fame

. 13 Honourary Degrees

o Awards & Institutions named after him
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Option Two: Pierre Berton and the Story of Canada

The Story of Canada Through Pierre Berton’s Work
. A time of Canada’s history (needs to start at First Nations, although PB did not write about them)
. With each relevant point in history, what PB said in a book or documentary about it

Berton Quote:

“Of all the wars fought by the English-speaking peoples,

this was one of the strangest — a war entered into blindly
Historic Event: Berton’s and fought (almost blindly) by men out of touch not only

——> Invasion of Canada: —_— with reality but also with their own forces. Washington
The War of was separated from the fighting frontier by hundreds of

1812 1812-1813 miles of forest, rock and swamp. The ultimate British
History of authority was an ocean away and the nominal authority
Canada a fortnight distant from the real command. Orders could
before take days, weeks, even months to reach the troops.”
Berton’s Berton Quote:
work “The prospectors came first in twos and threes with
Berton'’s little more than a rucksack, a gold-pan, a short-
. . Klondike: stemmed shovel, and a phial of mercury, living on beans
Historic Event: S The Last Great 5 and tea and bacon... Whenever they struck it rich a
Klondike Gold Rush | h circus parade of camp-followers crowded in upon them,
Gold Rush, saloon-keepers and hurdy-gurdy girls, tinhorn gamblers
1896-1899 and three-card monte men, road agents, prostitutes,

vigilantes, and tenderfeet. ...And so, like the forward
patrols of a mighty army, the first prospectors reached
the last frontier and began, in the seventies and
eighties, to infiltrate the Yukon Valley.”
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Option Two: Pierre Berton and the Story of Canada

The Story of The Secret World of Og

* Astand-alone experience

Canadian Children’s Opera Chorus
Original Book lllustrations by Patsy Berton CBC’s 1980s television series live stage production
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Design Approach: Perimeter Elevations
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Design Approach: Perimeter Elevations
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Design Approach: Perimeter Elevations
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Design Approach: Perimeter Elevations
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Design Approach: Perimeter Elevation - Wedding Mode
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Design Approach: Exhibit Mode
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Design Approach: Exhibit Mode Plan - Overhead
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Design Approach: Event Mode Plan
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Design Approach: Event Mode Plan - Overhead
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Design Approach: Exhibit Mode Rendering
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Design Approach: Event Mode Rendering
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Thank You ... questions ?
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Schedule study

Pierre Berton Heritage Centre
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