
HERITAGE VAUGHAN COMMITTEE JULY 16, 2014 

1. PROPOSED DEMOLITION OF GARAGE/WORKSHOP, 141 CENTRE STREET – WARD 5 

Recommendation 

Cultural Services staff recommends: 

1. That the demolition of the garage/workshop at 141 Centre Street, be approved with the 
following conditions: 

 
a. That the owner submit to Cultural Services measured drawings and photographs 

including recording of construction detailing of the typical and in each significant 
location of the subject building to be done by a heritage consultant or equivalent, to 
Cultural Services satisfaction; and, 
 

b. To the extent possible and for a period of 30 days after the Heritage Vaughan 
decision, that prior to the demolition of the structure, any items of cultural interest 
such as the front door and nail samples be kept with the main house, offered to local 
archives facilities or other interested community groups for their curation.   

 

Contribution to Sustainability 

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council in the Green Directions, 
Vaughan, Community Sustainability Environmental Master Plan, Goal 4, and Objective 4.1: 
 

 To foster a city with strong social cohesion, an engaging arts scene, and a clear sense of 
its culture and heritage. 

Economic Impact 

N/A  

Communications Plan 

All agenda items and minutes relating to Heritage Vaughan committee meetings are circulated to 
relevant City departments, applicants and their representatives. 

Purpose 

To review the proposed demolition and information provided in the Built Heritage Evaluation of 
the garage/workshop structure at 141 Centre Street. 
 

Background - Analysis and Options 

 
The property at 141 Centre Street is a registered property under section 27 of the Ontario 
Heritage Act. Registered structures require the review by the Heritage Vaughan Committee in 
order to obtain approval for demolition.  The property is located adjacent but outside of the 
Thornhill Heritage Conservation District. 
 
There are two structures on the property, the main house and a detached garage/workshop 
located behind the main house, directly to the south.  The owner is currently seeking demolition of 
the garage/workshop structure.  The main house known as the Owen McCartney house dating to 
c. 1844, is to be retained in situ.    

 
The owner submitted a request for Heritage Clearance in order to demolish the garage/workshop 
in on May 30, 2014.  



 
The owner has also submitted two concurrent applications to the Clerks’ Department for 
consideration at the Committee of Adjustment: A180/14 (minor variance) and B034/14 (consent).   
 
On June 2, 2014, Cultural Services staff performed a site visit and subsequently evaluated the 
garage/workshop structure by completing a Built Heritage Evaluation (please refer to attachments 
in this report) and communicated the results to the owner.  The built Heritage Evaluation is a 
guiding tool that aids in the determination of cultural value of a built heritage resource.  The 
evaluation breaks down the range of degree of significance in four groups, A, B, C and D, from 
most significant to least respectively. 

 
Analysis 

 
Summary of Built Heritage Evaluation 
 
In summary, the subject structure rates as a high Group D vernacular building, bordering on the 
low C group.  The garage/workshop is a modest vernacular structure which has been associated 
with the main house on site likely since its construction c. 1844 (although unconfirmed).   
 
There is evidence of a c. 1850 main structural system; however, there is also evidence that it has 
undergone significant changes to its original structural elements, throughout the 19th century, 
early and mid-20th century.  It has undergone exterior renovations in the first half and mid-20th 
century, introducing and addition to the south, new materials of the time such as the cladding and 
garage doors, as well as reclaimed parts (windows and front door).  It is in somewhat poor 
condition, with heaving as a result of shallow footings, weathered cladding, and lack of complete 
gutter system among others. 
 
The structure has some small cultural interest in that it displays a range of vernacular 
construction methods visible in its framing members and connections (some mortise and tenon, 
some 19th century nailed connections some 20th century nailed connections) as well as its 
association with the main house.  The structure was still in use of storage at the time of the visit. 
 
Historical Association with the Owen McCartney (McCarthy) House 
 
The historical interest of the workshop garage is through its association with the history of the 
main house.  In itself, its prevalent construction techniques do not constitute a notable example 
of timber construction, but it is a fair representation of a modest vernacular building, unique as a 
composite of the changes it has undergone, including changes through the 20th century. 

 
The techniques used in the wood members of the structure together with the earliest available 
survey of structures in the area, provide evidence that the subject structural components in part 
could date to at least 1859 with significant modifications along the 19th century and 20th century.   

 
At that time the owner of the house would have been Robert Jarrett, carpenter and joiner in early 
Thornhill.  However, apart from the survey noted above, there is no information or mention in the 
written documents in the local archives as to the workshop/garage structure and its link to any 
individual or function in particular.   

 
Robert Jarrett bought the property in 1846 and it remained with his widow until her death in 
1871.  At that time, the Court of Chancery awarded the property to Mary Jane Jarrett (Ins. 848).  
At the time, they lived in the State of Michigan.  The property was acquired by Joseph Cox in 
1872 (Ins. 1102), thus leaving the Jarrett family and after passing through the hands of the Doan 
(1928-1935), the Thornhill Presbyterian Church(1935-1937), Guest family ownership (1937-
1953), in 1954 Edward and Joyce Duder bought it.  In 2014 it is owned by the Duder family 
descendants.   

 



Notably, the Guests acquired the property after Joseph Guest retired.  He was the first 
headmaster of Appleby College in Oakville, a well-known private school founded in 1911.  He 
retired from that post in 1934 and acquired 141 Centre Street shortly after, living there until his 
passing.  The Guests made significant renovations and updating to the main structure.  It is 
probable that the cladding and workshop area of the workshop date to the Guest ownership. 

 
There is no specific information as to the particular use of this workshop/garage that the early 
resident of the house would have used it for.  These types of structures would have been used 
as an accessory structure for tools, workshop functions for gardening.  Given the low ceiling 
under the storage level structure, it would not have been used for the housing of animals.  
Further to that point, barns used to be lime washed in the interior as a form of disinfectant.  
There are no traces of lime washing on this structure. 
 
Please refer to the complete BHE in the attachment section of this report.   

  
Committee of Adjustment Applications 
 
The Committee of Adjustment applications request the severance of the rear portion of the lot 
known as 141 Centre Street, proposing a new rear property line for 141 Centre Street 
approximately bisecting the distance between the main house and the garage/workshop.  The 
resulting south lot is proposed to be conveyed to 11 Donna Mae Crescent.  The severance and 
conveyance applications do not directly affect the existence of the structures.  The owner has 
requested the demolition of the garage/workshop to satisfy a condition related to the transfer of 
ownership of the lands to be conveyed.  
 
Given that the property is outside of the Thornhill Heritage Conservation District and the main 
house is proposed to remain in situ, Cultural Services does not have a concern regarding the 
Committee of Adjustment applications. 
 
Information Submitted by Owner 

 
The owner has reviewed the Built Heritage Evaluation and has stated his intention to maintain the 
main house at its current location as part of a long term, phased plan to sever the current 
property into four lots (two at the rear and two at the front).  The first phase of the owner’s plan is 
to obtain approval for the presently concurrent committee of adjustment applications.  In the 
future, a second phase the plan is to pursue the creation of two lots fronting on Centre Street, 
with the Owen McCarthy house on the east half.  
 
The owner has also considered and looked into the possibilities of moving the garage structure 
out of the property.  The present poor condition of the structure together with the presence of lush 
vegetation and trees within and around the property would make moving the structure unfeasible.   
 
The owner has proposed, if necessary, to commission measured drawings of the 
garage/workshop structure prior to demolition to be submitted to Cultural Services and to offer 
any building materials of interest to any local groups that may be interested for a period of 30 
days after the Heritage Vaughan meeting of July 16, 2014.   
 

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2020/Strategic Plan 

In consideration of the strategic priorities related to Vaughan Vision 2020, the report will provide: 
 

• STRATEGIC GOAL:  
Service Excellence - Providing service excellence to citizens. 

 
• STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES:  

Preserve our heritage and support diversity, arts and culture. 



 
This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council, however the necessary 
resources have not been allocated and approved. 

Regional Implications 

N/A  

Conclusion 

Given the limited cultural interest found in the evaluation process and poor condition of the 
structure, moving or dismantling the structure and reconstructing it would not be warranted given 
the type of construction, current condition of the members and impact that moving would have on 
the surrounding landscape.  It is recommended that prior to demolition the structure be 
adequately documented and recorded in measured drawings and photographs and submitted to 
Cultural Services in order to add the information to the main house’s history.  In addition, any 
building materials of interest, such as the front door may be kept with the main house or may be 
offered to local archives or interest groups for their retention.    
 
Please refer to recommendation section of this report. 
 

Attachments 

1.Location Map 
2-19. BHE (Built Heritage Evaluation) 
20. Attachment to Minor Variance application circulated to Cultural Services 
21-22. Attachment to Consent application circulated to Cultural Services 
23. Information submitted by applicant 
 

Report prepared by: 

Cecilia Nin Hernandez 
Cultural Heritage Coordinator, Ext. 8115 
Recreation and Culture Department  

 
Angela Palermo 
Manager of Cultural Services, Ext. 8139 
Recreation and Culture Department 
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Attachment to Consent application circulated to Cultural Services 
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11 Donna Mae Crescent 
 
Attachment to Consent application circulated to Cultural Services 
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Information submitted by applicant 
Top: Aerial photo submitted by applicant illustrating context 
Bottom: Photo of reused hand-hewn beams, submitted by applicant 
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