CITY OF VAUGHAN

EXTRACT FROM COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 21, 2018

Item 12, Report No. 6, of the Committee of the Whole, which was adopted without
amendment by the Council of the City of Vaughan on February 21, 2018.

12 PROCLAMATION AND FLAG RAISING REQUEST
YOM HA’ATZMAUT (ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY)

The Committee of the Whole recommends approval of the recommendation
contained in the following report of the City Clerk, dated February 6, 2018:

Purpose

Staff is recommending that April 19, 2018 be proclaimed as “Yom Ha’'atzmaut (Israel's
Independence Day)”, that the City of Vaughan participate in the flag raising ceremony on
said day, and that the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and the City Page
Online.

Recommendations
1. That April 19, 2018 be proclaimed as Yom Ha’atzmaut, or Israel's Independence
Day;

2. That the Israeli flag be raised at Vaughan City Hall on April 19, 2018 for the
balance of the day; and

3. That the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and published on the City
Page Online.

Report Highlights
e Respond to a request from the Consulate General of Israel in Toronto
e Proclamation and Flag raising ceremony requested for April 19t

Background
Correspondence was received from the Public Diplomacy, Government Relations of the
Consulate General of Israel in Toronto, on November 22, 2017.

The proclamation request meets the requirements of the City’s Proclamation Policy and
Flag Raising/Half Masting Policy, as follows:

“That upon request, the City of Vaughan issue Proclamations for events, campaigns or

other similar matters: If the event, campaign or declaration is directly related to matters
over which the City has jurisdiction or the City directly sponsors the event, campaign or

other matter”; and
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“In recognition of the ethnic diversity of the residents of the municipality of the City of
Vaughan will fly at the Civic Centre the flag of any nation, country or ethnic group on the
national day or on the anniversary of a special occasion, upon a written request to the
City Clerk submitted one month in advance by that nation, ethnic group or its
representatives”.

Celebration of this day is meaningful for the Israeli community in Vaughan, and would
raise awareness as well as recognize the contributions made by the Israeli Ontarians to
the cultural, historical, social and economic fabric of the community. This request was
previously granted by Council.

Previous Reports/Authority
N/A

Analysis and Options
This report supports the Term of Council priorities, as outlined in the Service Excellence
Strategy Map:

e Support and promote arts, culture, heritage and sports in the community

Financial Impact
No direct impact

Broader Regional Impacts/Considerations
No direct impact

Conclusion

Staff is recommending that April 19, 2018 be proclaimed as “Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel’s
Independence Day)”, that the City of Vaughan participate in the flag raising ceremony on
said day, and that the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and the City Page
Online.

For more information, please contact: Barbara A. McEwan, City Clerk

Attachment

1. Correspondence from Public Diplomacy, Consulate General of Israel dated
November 21, 2017.

Prepared by
Shari Gouzvaris, Supervisor, City Clerk’s Administrative Services x8280

(A copy of the attachments referred to in the foregoing have been forwarded to each
Member of Council and a copy thereof is also on file in the office of the City Clerk.)
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Committee of the Whole Report

DATE: Tuesday, February 06, 2018 WARD(S): ALL

TITLE: PROCLAMATION AND FLAG RAISING REQUEST
YOM HA’ATZMAUT (ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY)

FROM:
Barbara McEwan, City Clerk

ACTION: DECISION

Purpose

Staff is recommending that April 19, 2018 be proclaimed as “Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel’s
Independence Day)”, that the City of Vaughan participate in the flag raising ceremony
on said day, and that the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and the City
Page Online.

Recommendations

1. That April 19, 2018 be proclaimed as Yom Ha’atzmaut, or Israel’s Independence Day;

2. That the Israeli flag be raised at Vaughan City Hall on April 19, 2018 for the balance
of the day; and

3. That the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and published on the City Page
Online.

Report Highlights
¢ Respond to a request from the Consulate General of Israel in Toronto
e Proclamation and Flag raising ceremony requested for April 19"




Background
Correspondence was received from the Public Diplomacy, Government Relations of the
Consulate General of Israel in Toronto, on November 22, 2017.

The proclamation request meets the requirements of the City’s Proclamation Policy and
Flag Raising/Half Masting Policy, as follows:

“That upon request, the City of Vaughan issue Proclamations for events, campaigns or
other similar matters: If the event, campaign or declaration is directly related to matters
over which the City has jurisdiction or the City directly sponsors the event, campaign or
other matter”; and

“In recognition of the ethnic diversity of the residents of the municipality of the City of
Vaughan will fly at the Civic Centre the flag of any nation, country or ethnic group on the
national day or on the anniversary of a special occasion, upon a written request to the
City Clerk submitted one month in advance by that nation, ethnic group or its
representatives”.

Celebration of this day is meaningful for the Israeli community in Vaughan, and would
raise awareness as well as recognize the contributions made by the Israeli Ontarians to
the cultural, historical, social and economic fabric of the community. This request was
previously granted by Council.

Previous Reports/Authority
N/A

Analysis and Options
This report supports the Term of Council priorities, as outlined in the Service Excellence
Strategy Map:

e Support and promote arts, culture, heritage and sports in the community

Financial Impact
No direct impact

Broader Regional Impacts/Considerations
No direct impact

Conclusion

Staff is recommending that April 19, 2018 be proclaimed as “Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel’s
Independence Day)”, that the City of Vaughan participate in the flag raising ceremony
on said day, and that the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and the City
Page Online.




For more information, please contact: Barbara A. McEwan, City Clerk

Attachment

1. Correspondence from Public Diplomacy, Consulate General of Israel dated
November 21, 2017.

Prepared by
Shari Gouzvaris, Supervisor, City Clerk’s Administrative Services x8280




November 21, 2017

Clerk Barbara McEwan

City Clerk’s Office

Vaughan City Hall, Level 100
2141 Major Mackenzie Dr.
Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1

Dear Clerk McEwan:

RECEIVED
NOV 2 2 2017
CLERK’S DEPT,

Please consider this letter as a formal request to use Vaughan City Hall’s courtesy flag pole on
Thursday, April 18" to mark Yom Ha’atzmaut or Israel’s Independence Day. We would like the

flag raising to take place at 11:00 AM.

There will be a ceremony as part of the flag raising, which will include the singing of both
Canadian and Israeli national anthems, remarks from the Mayor and Councillors (if they are
available), remarks from the Consul General of Israel, along with other notable individuals. The
total length of the ceremony will be 30 minutes. We will need a letern and microphone for the

ceremony.

| appreciate you taking the time to review this request and to bring it before Council on behalf

of the Consulate General of Israel in Toronto.

If you require further information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Cindy Seni
Public Diplomacy

Consulate General of Israel in Toronto
180 Bloor Street West, Suite 700

Toronto, Ontario M5S 2V6
Telephone: 647-043-1118
Mobile: 416-839-9359

E-mail: tr-acd@toronto.mfa.gov.il
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