CITY OF VAUGHAN

EXTRACT FROM COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 28, 2014

Item 22, Report No. 1, of the Committee of the Whole, which was adopted, as amended, by the Council of
the City of Vaughan on January 28, 2014, as follows:

By approving the following:

That Communication C2 from Peter DeSouza, Lamar Street, Maple and Jitendra Sharma, Avro
Road, Maple, dated January 15, 2014, be received.

22 DEPUTATION — MR. PAOLO CALAMINICI
WITH RESPECT TO A BIKE LANE ON PETER RUPERT AVENUE

The Committee of the Whole recommends:

1) That the deputation of Mr. Paolo Calaminici, and Communications C1, dated December 13,
2013, and C5, dated January 14, 2014, be received; and

2) That the implementation of dedicated bicycle lanes along Peter Rupert Avenue (Ward 4)
and Napa Valley Drive (Ward 2) be deferred pending Council approval of a supplementary
program for engaging residents in the planning of bicycle lanes in these areas and the
execution of said program to the satisfaction of Council.



January 15, 2014

\ C-Q!.e‘ngj_l - j@,ﬂu,cvfhf A li_[_{.
To: The Honorable Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua and members of Council, \_ =~

Re: January 14, 2014 Committee of the Whole, Report No 1, Item 8, Deputation from Mr. Paclo
Calaminici with respect to a bike lane on Peter Rupert Avenue

This letter is to respectfully express our disappointment with Council’s proposal on January 14, 2014 to
defer the implementation of two bike lanes on Napa Valley Avenue and Peter Rupert Avenue.

The Vaughan Bicycle User Group (BUG) is a Community Organization that was formed on January 2™ of
this year resulting from the City of Vaughan's Cycling Forum held in 2013. Qur mission is to promote
cycling as a viable and sustainable transportation alternative in Vaughan, unite Vaughan cyclists under
one voice, encourage safe cycling, organize family cycling events and raise cycling awareness in the
community. The Vaughan BUG is currently regrouping 25 households {more than 50 members including
children) and our numbers are growing. Several members do cycle to work or to shop; favourite
destinations are GO stations, Steeles Avenue and various grocery stores. Others cycle for recreation with
their family to parks, community centres and sports fields. All would like to make their cycling safer.

We feel that any progress in Vaughan's biking infrastructure is a pedal stroke in the right direction. We
have applauded improvements on Dufferin Street and Jane Street, the installation of bike route signs in
several locations and the addition of bike parking facilities in some City owned buildings. The proposed
Napa Valley Avenue and Peter Rupert Avenue bike lanes are two key components of the Approved 2007
Pedestrian and Bicycle Master plan. Cyclists have been waiting for these routes implementation for
several years. Bike lanes contribute to cyclists safety, particularly on congested streets such as Peter
Rupert Avenue. Although not completely segregated, they provide some visual sense of safety to cyclists
and alert drivers to cyclists space.

We believe that Vaughan’s commitment to a greener transportation and recreation is genuine. We
understand that some delays in the implementation of the Approved 2007 Pedestrian and Bicycle
Master plan, especially with more costly items, are sometimes unavoidable. However, we are concerned
that when deputations such as Mr. Paoio Calaminici’s on January 14 point to a traffic congestion
problem, the bicycle lanes will become the automatic scapegoat.

Several studies have concluded that one solution to traffic congestion problems is to encourage people
to leave their cars at home and ride their bike. In this regard, removing bike lanes or delaying their
implementation is more likely to be counter-productive in easing traffic congestion.

We wish to reiterate that our goal is to obtain safer conditions for cycling commuters and families and
that bike lanes do mean added safety for us. Let’s pedal together on this.

RECEIVED

JAN 17 2014
~.CITY OF VAUGHAN




Respectfully,

TS

Peter DeSouza Jitendrk Sharma

8 Lamar Street 368 Avro Road

Maple, ON, L6A 1A4 Maple, ON, L6A 3R4
desouzapete@hotmail.com jit.sharma@|assonde.yorku.ca

The Vaughan Bicycle User Group info: 8 Lamar Street, Maple, ON, L6A 1A6, vaughanbug@gmail.com
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Subject: Approved Bike Lane - Peter Rupert Ave - Block 18
c_\
Communication .
From: Paul Calaminici [mailto:PCalaminici@aecon.com] cw: o H’! lax
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2013 2:33 PM tem: Do |
To: Abrams, Jeffrey —

Cc: Peter Badali; Haines, Geoffrey; Racco, Sandra
Subject: RE: Approved Bike Lane - Peter Rupert Ave - Block 18

Good Afternaon Jeffrey,

Sorry for the late reply as [ have been out of town.

In terms of our issues for the bike lane on Peter Rupert Ave, | have expressed these issues multiple times to your staff
and continue to get the same responses. We have discussed this bike lane multiple times at our Eagle Hills Ratepayers
association meetings and the continued response is that we are not in favour of this bike lane. Having this bike lane
installed is our number one issue, as this street is already over populated with traffic, this would only make the street
worse. Now should the bike lane continue and be installed for Spring of 2014, our second major issue is not having any
parking on this street in lieu of the installation of the bike lane. As we are opposed to this, | have discussed various
options re: having the on street parking remain and to try and work with the City, but we canstantly get nowhere. This
is why we would like to apply for a deputation and be able to discuss our concerns at a future council meeting prior to
Spring of 2014. If you would like to hear our thoughts and concerns, | can make myself available to review this with
you.

Thanks,

Paolo Calaminici

Director

Eagle Hills Rate Payers Association

From: Abrams, Jeffrey [mailto:Jeffrey.Abrams@vaughan.ca]

Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 6:58 PM

To: Paul Calaminici

Cc: Peter Badali; Haines, Geoffrey; Racco, Sandra

Subject: Re: Approved Bike Lane - Peter Rupert Ave - Block 18

Mr. Calaminici,

| have had the benefit of Mr. Haines' extensive reply to your concerns and note his invitation to remain
engaged with you to attempt to resolve outstanding matters. Prior to coming before Committee, it is
appropriate that staff have the opportunity to address those concerns.

Piease do contact me should your discussions not be successful and | will assist you in applying for a
deputation to a future meeting.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey A. Abrams, City Clerk

From: Paul Calaminici
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2013 1:25 PM



Tn* Ahramc 'fmffrmf_
Cc: Peter Badali; Haines, Geoffrey; Racco, Sandra

Subject: Approved Bike Lane - Peter Rupert Ave - Block 18

Good Afternoon Jeffrey

As per our most recent (November 21, 2013) rate payers association meeting, the proposed approved bike lane on Peter
Rupert avenue was a topic of discussion. Again, as we have evidenced much displeasure regarding this bike lane in
contrast to the City of Vaughan’s survey that suggested positive percentages to the approval of this bike lane from the
residents of our community, we are asking to see what the results were for this survey once again. We would also like
to see the results of strictly the people that live on Peter Rupert and what their decisions were of the no parking
restrictions. We would also like to ask permission to receive the original {Survey Monkey) survey that was distributed as
we would like to redistribute this survey to the area residents {especially residents who live on Peter Rupert Ave) for a
re-survey of this bike lane and provide them with a better understanding of the positives/negatives associated with the
bike lane and no parking restrictions as we feel most residents were not educated enough and to date many residents
still don’t even know anything about this proposed bike fane. We are here to work with the City on this topic but we
have some concerns and displeasures that we would like the city to re-evaluate priar to proceeding forward with the
bike lanes which | have been advised is scheduled for late spring 2014. Lastly, we would like to receive the
forms/applications to apply for a deposition on this issue and be aliowed to reopen this topic in one of the near future
council meetings. if you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to contact me and we can discuss this matter
and proceed forward. | look forward to your response.

In appreciation of your time in this matter,

Thanks Again,

Paul Calaminici

Eagle Hills Community Rate Payers Association
Paul Calaminici

Program Manager

Aecon Buildings, a division of Aecon Construction Group Inc.
20 Carlson Court, Suite 800

Toronto, Ontario

MOW 7KE

Tel: 416-297-2600 ext. 3521

Cell: 416-529-7089

Fox: 416-293-0756

Web: www.gecon.com

Best
Employers
irt Cannds

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: You are hereby advised that the information contained in this transmission is confidential and intended only for the use of the recipient(s)

named above. If you have
received this transmission in error, any review, distribution or copying of it is strictly prohibited and you are requested to notify the sender immediately and destroy

the original transmission,

This e-mail, including any attachment(s), may be confidential and is intended solely for the attention and information of the named addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient or have received this message in error, please notify me immediately by return e-mait and permanently delete the original transmission from
your computer, including any attachment(s). Any unautharized distribution, disclosure or copying of this message and attachment(s) by anyone other than the
recipient is strictly prohibited.



City of Vaughan Committee of the Whole Council Meeting — Jan 14, 2014 @ 3:00 p.m.

Council Chamber 2™ Flr. Vaughan City Hall )
Communication
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Opening

I would like to express my gratitude for being able to speak in front of you all today to express residents’
concerns regarding the proposed designated bike lane on Peter Rupert Avenue, part of Block 18
between Major Mackenzie Dr and Rutherford Rd. As a resident within this subdivision, a homeowner
on Peter Rupert Avenue, and a director with the Eagle Hills Community Association, | would like to
comment on the Council’s decision on June 25, 2013 to approve this bike lane along with the decision to
endorse a no parking restriction on both sides of this road.

Our community association was formed in September of 2013, and as we held an open house for
residents within our area, we wanted to ensure that the resident’s voices were heard and that any
issues were brought to Council. On this evening in attendance were councilors Sandra Yeung Racco, Deb
Schulte and Gino Rosati. Although numerous issues were mentioned and heard, the most important
issues facing residents within our community is the traffic on Peter Rupert ave along with the proposed
bike lane. To date, we are aware that the City had issued a survey and conducted an open house in
relation to the bike lane; however as a group we feel that we would like an opportunity to work with the
city on a reasonable outcome that is fair to both the city and residents. As we are now an established
rate payers group with a voice representing our community, we would like ask the council to reconsider
the proposed bike path. If you live in this subdivision, it is evident that the concerns regarding Peter
Rupert Avenue are serious enough that have many residents frustrated and would like to see the city
take action. Some of these issues are:

s Extreme Traffic Congestion

e Through my dealings with one of the Senior Traffic Technologists, studies confirmed in excess of
8,800 vehicles drive this street both North and South bounds on a daily occurrence

¢ Constant speeding above the speed limit {we have observed many cars driving in excess of 100
kms.,

¢ Speeding cars passing in oncoming traffic to pass a slower vehicle.

As this street is a cut through street, the traffic is horrendous especially during morning and
evening rush hour times, residents who live on this street have difficulty getting out of their own
driveways in the morning

*  Majority of the traffic on this street is by individuals who don’t even live in this subdivision and
cut through from Keele st. and proceed all the way to highway 7, and vice versa.

» Bottlenecking of traffic at both the north (at Major Mackenzie) and south (at Rutherford)
intersections as everyone is making their way to and from each of the GO stations. As well cars,
using these entrances/exits of Peter Rupert to make U turns to avoid left turn lane traffic
buildups on McNaughton and Confederation.

e (Cars failing to stop at stop signs



We feel rectifying these issues should be the city’s priority to rectify first and foremost as opposed to
installing bike lanes in spring 2014.

I would also like to note and make you aware that from one of our recent (November 21, 2013) rate
payers association meeting, the proposed approved bike lane on Peter Rupert Avenue was a main topic
of discussion once again. We have evidenced much displeasure regarding this bike lane in contrast to
the City of Vaughan’s survey that suggested positive percentages to the approval of this bike lane from
the residents of our community. As a community and as group, we feel many residents were not
knowledgeable about the bike lane and proposed no parking restrictions. We would also like to express
our concerns over the survey itself. We feel the City did not receive enough responses to properly
conclude that residents were in acceptance of the bike lane and no parking restrictions.

¢ Online Survey was bulk delivered to all 5875 addresses within this community.

¢ Atotal of 147 survey responses were received by the city which only equal a minute amount of
2.5 % of the overall residents in these areas

e Of the 147 received responses, 67% were in favor of adding the bike lane along with no parking
restrictions which also amounts to 98 residences (1.5% of the overall 5875 surveyed residences).

* Why did the survey questions in regards to no parking restrictions on Peter Rupert Ave only
target those who reside on the street, they are the ones who will be impacted.

¢ Is council aware that a dedicated bike lane was just installed in late summer of 2013 along
Dufferin Street on the east side travelling both north and south bound serving the same purpose
and direction that the proposed bike lane on Peter Rupert Avenue would serve? As this bike
lane is off of the main road which is a safer option than having it on a main roadi

* Instailing a bike lane on the street of Peter Rupert Avenue would only add to this already over
congested street,

Therefore we feel that the decision by council to approve the bike lane and no parking restrictions is
based on an insufficient amount of approvals by the people that reside in these areas and we are asking
the city to reopen this issue.

Over the past 6 months | have personally expressed my displeasure with the city which lead me to
contact Sandra Yeung Racco who in turn connected me with one of the city's sustainable transportation
specialists. Through muitiple emails as well an inperson meeting, | did express the concerns we have as
residents of this community in approving this bike lane and no parking restriction. 1also offered many
suggestions regarding the no parking decision such as;

¢ No parking on one side of the street, no parking during certain times only, or a bike route with
no parking on one side of the street only. Many of us have noticed that the only times bicycles
ride on this street are early Saturdays or Sunday mornings in the spring, summer or fall seasons
when a group of 10-15 cyclists ride this route as part of a bicycle run. Of the ideas | presented,
nothing was discussed any further through my dealings with the transportation specialist thus is
why | am here today.

The response | had received was that due to the success rate of the results and the fact that the council
had recently approved the bike lane, there was not much that could be done to overturn this decision.



We feel as a community that as long as the bike path lines have not been painted on the road, we still
have an opportunity to work with the city to resolve our issues and come to a common ground on a final
decision.

In terms of the no parking, this is a very big issue amongst residences who reside on Peter Rupert
Avenue., We have had parking since 2007 when we moved in this area and we would like our parking to
remain. | was told by the transportation specialist that as long as there where lay-bys or a perpendicular
street off of Peter Rupert Avenue within 160 metres from your homes that this would suffice in lieu of
having no parking in front of my home. We feel that it is not acceptable. Do we have to tell family
members and friends who would like to visit that they can park up the street and walk over to our
home. Many people have family members that are elderly or disabled, are we to tell them when they
come over to visit, park down the street and walk 1/5 of a kilometer to get to our homes?

Conclusion

As residences within the great City of Vaughan, we are nothing without the City and the City is nothing
without the people. We would like our voice to be heard amongst council and we are asking to meet
once again to continue discussions regarding the bike lane issues prior to the lines being painted on the
street. I'm sure we can come up with a fina!l decision that will suffice for both parties. Just like Peter
Rupert is a 2 way street, we are willing to work with the city and we expect the city to work with us.

Thanks You,

Eagle Hills Community Association









COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - JANUARY 14, 2014

22 DEPUTATION — MR. PAOLO CALAMINICI
WITH RESPECT TO A BIKE LANE ON PETER RUPERT AVENUE
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