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1: ROLE OF THE GUIDELINES

Urban Design Guidelines establish a consistent level of design excellence
for new intensification and infill development throughout the City.




1: ROLE OF THE GUIDELINES

Articulate objectives for placemaking
and high quality urban design;

Provide design objectives and
Performance Standards for

* building,

* landscape and

 site design; and

. * Provide a clear set of expectations
o L forCity Staff, the public, and
Lo = members of the development
Y.~ —  community, including developers,
L l-—-  architects and landscape architects.




1: PROJECT PROCESS

City Staff
Workshop &
TAC Meeting #1
(Oct.)

Meeting with
York Region
(March)

Stakeholder

Advisory Group TAC Meeting
Meeting #1 #2 (Feb.)
(Oct.)

Stakeholder
Advisory Group
Meeting (April)

Winter
2017-

2018 TAC Meeting #4
(Dec.)

TAC Meeting Committee of
#3 (Sep.) the Whole (Feb.)

Stakeholder

Advisory Group
Meeting #3
(Oct)



2: DESIGN PRIORITIES

Bayd Conservation Area (Image Credit: TRCA)

Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3

Enhance and Protect Respond to Site Context A Well Scaled City as a
Vaughan's Natural Heritage Livable Environment for
Network

People



2: DESIGN PRIORITIES

KPMG Tower, Yaughan Metropolitan Centre (Image Credit:
Diamond Scheitt Architects)

Priority 4 Priority 5 Priority 6
A Well-Connected Network ~ Promote High Quality Frame an Active Public
that is Safe, Comfortable Architecture Realm and Pedestrian

and Accessible , Environment



. KEY CONSIDERATI

Accessibility & Sustainability = The Green Vaughan Approach



2: THE GREEN APPROACH

The Green Approach combines

landscape and building
performance standards to
support urban variety,

sustainable landscapes and 5 B

design excellence in Vaughan. ot o

Elements of the Green Approach

ENHANCED
LANDSCAPED
BUFFER

GREEN
APPROACH



2: HOW TO USE THE DOCUMENT

The document is organized as
a series of Performance
Standards. Each Performance
Standard contains an overall
objective, along with detailed
guidance to assist designers in
achieving that objective.

-~
CONTEXT
(review section 3, 4, 5)

BUILDING TYPE BUILDING USE
(review section 5) (review section 7)
High-Rise Mixed Use
Mid-Rise -I— Multi-Family Residential
Low-Rise Commercial
Townhinussg Comunity Facilities

Employment

PERFORMANCE
(review key guidelines
/ policy references
including section 6)



2: HOW TO USE THE DOCUMENT

Performance Standards
provide a design objective and
supporting directional
standards (or guidelines) that
will help developers meet the
objective. Informational
diagrams and policy
references should be reviewed.

Objective

vy

Supporting Image/

Directional Diagram
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2: HOW TO USE THE DOCUMENT

Performance Standard sections include:

04: SITE CONTEXT

4.1: CONTEXT ANALYSIS
4.2: METHODOLOGY
4.3: PUBLIC REALM FRAMEWORK

: SITE AND BUILDING DESIGN

5.1: INTRODUCTION
5.2: SITE ORGANIZATION AND DESIGN
5.3: BUILDING DESIGN

: LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES

6.1: APPROACH TO LANDSCAPE DESIGN
6.2: COMMON AMENITY SPACES

: BUILDING USES

7.1: INTRODUCTION

7.2: MIXED-USE BUILDINGS

7.3: MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS
7.4: COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

7.3: COMMUNITY FACILITIES

7.3: EMPLOYMENT BUILDINGS




Demonstration plans to clearly
implement the guidelines:

*  Implementing the Green Approach

o Phased Intensification of a Retail
Site with Mid-Rise Development

*  Mid to Low-Rise Development
Adjacent to a Park or School Site

*  High and Mid-Rise, Mixed-Use
Development with Employment
and Residential

*  Prestige Industrial / Employment
Buildings

*  Mixed Unit Type Townhouse
Development




3: DEMONSTRATION PLANS

Graphic Demonstration Plan with Dimensions for:

Mixed-Use Sites

School

Playground

o>

Adjacent
Mid-Rise
Mixed-Use
Bulldings F }

+/- 80 melres

Mid-Rise
Building

ﬂ‘n

Public Park o

Mid-Rise
Building

MmN TNTRTI I T I Ty

Mid-Rise

Adjacent
Mid-Rise
Mixed-Use
Buildings

+/- 200 metres

Intensification Corridor

Design Principles:

1

W

Retail and commercial uses at the corner.
Retail uses can encroach on the Green
Approach Zone (highlighted with a dashed
green line)

Mid-Rise Buildings frame the Regional Road
I Intensification Corridor

Vehicular and Servicing Access drives are
located along the minor streets

A 15m minimum mid-block connection is
provided to break up the long block and
connect the Regional Road to the parks and
scheol to the north

Grade related uses are located along the
park / tree-lined pathway

Low-Rise development is located along the
northern edge of the site to transition to
the sensitive uses to the north (within a 45°
angular plane)

Low-Rise building frontages are oriented

to activate open spaces. Back to back
formats are used in areas where a double
sided front is required. Primary facades are
indicated with a solid orange line

Minimize vehicular traffic through the site
by locating servicing and loading in close
proximity to entrance roads.

Provide public access easements if the park
is privately owned.



3: DEMONSTRATION PLANS

Employment Sites

Prestige Industrial / Employment Building

Emplaoyment

++ t1Ometres
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+-80makres

,l_ﬁuu

Wmnud

i?luﬁﬁuuﬂ

o

&
&

n;_ ) @

Design Principles:

1

2

3

In support of Vaughan's Green Approach,
the front yard setback area (width to

be determined through the review of

Ihe surrounding cantext) is landscaped
with a high quality landscaped buffer
that supports pollinators and on-site
storm water management techniques
(highlighted with a dashed green line).

A large selback from the existing natural
heritage feature (as delermined by the
City and Conservalion Authority) is
maintained wilh walking trail connections
as appropriale.

Office uses face the sireet to ansure active
building areas frant onto the slreet, as well
as to provide easy wayfinding on the site.
Warshouse uses are located at back of
Iha property.

Parking is located at the side of the
property and Is visually screened from the
street.

Some front yard convenience parking can
be provided with an upgraded landscape

design. Servicing and loading Is provided
at the back of the property, away from the
slreel.

An open space |s provided for staff along
the property line and connects the street
fo tha natural faature at the back.

Prestige Industrial / Employment Building on to
a 400 Series Highway - Naturalized Buffer

Design Principles:

i'% | ¥

context'
luu.i].l.OH.lLi
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1
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In support of Vaughan's Green
Approach the front yard setback area
(width to be determined through the
review of the surrounding context)
Is landscaped with a high quality
landscaped bufier that supports
pollinators and on-site storm waler
gement techniques (highlight
wilh a dashed green line).

Loading. storage and services area are
buffered from view by a 20m naluralized,
setback from the existing or planned
400 Series Highway. Planting includes

a mix of deciduous and coniferous
trees.

Office uses face the street to ensure
Ihat active building areas fronl onlo the
street, and to provide easy wayfinding
on the sile.

Parking Is located at the slde of the
property and Is visually screened from
the slrest.

Some front yard convenience parking
can be provided with an upgraded
landscape design. Servicing and
loading is provided at the back of the
praperty away from the street.

The planted buffer area can be the site
of a future lrail network lo help improve
upon connectivily and create additional
recrealion opporlunilies.



3: DEMONSTRATION PLANS

Mixed-Unit Townhouse Sites

Rear Garage Townhousss with New Public Park

SO A RGBT
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Deslign Principles:

Back-to-back townhouses are located
along the property line facing the street
with underground parking.

Town houses with garages accessed
from a rear lane frame the edge of the
park, the natural heritage corridor, and
the adjacent streets.

A private road extends the streetscape
seamlessly into the townhouse block
including sidewalks, tree planting and
active streets with windows and front
yards facing the private street.

Mid-block connectlions break up large
sites and ensure that the area is well
connected for pedestrians and cyclists.

The new public park is framed by a
strong sireet wall on two sides and
roads on two sides with no back
lotting. Where feasible, parks should
achieve 50% public street frontage.

A 6 metre servicing access block
should be provided to address

private access, lighting, landscaping,
stormwater requirements, low impact
development, or any other servicing
raquired for the development block and
shall be designated in consuitation with
Engineering and Operations.

A network of public streets breaks
the development into accessible and
appropriately scaled blocks.

Existing natural areas are connected
through the development parcels and
reinforced with streng connections to a
new central park space.

£ NOLLI3G



4. SITE CONTEXT
Context Analysis & Methodology / Urban Design Rationale

LEGEND:
@ nterested Property

Key Existing | Planned Context Features

Natural Heritage
@ Agriculture
@ Existing | Planned Open Space
@ Cultural Heritage
@ Historic Settlement
@ Employment

..... Existing | Planned Public Transit
&> View Corridors
A | ndmarks

77 Secondary Plan | Special Policy Area

=] g . .
= Ntensification Corridor

Key Existing | Planned Common Uses

& Institutional
Higher Education
Primary School
Library

Retail

Recreation
Park

7/




5: SITE & BUILDING
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Key Directions:

*  For high and mid-rise
buildings there are
Performance Standards on
Intensification Corridors vs. o e o
Non-Intensification Corridors

* Integration of the Green
Approach

4.0 m MAX,
CANTILEVER _pupee ™l
PROJECTION S———

*  Encouraging Design Diversity

* An Incremental Approach to
Encouraging Retail at Grade



5: SITE & BUILDING
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

10 City of vaughan

Performance Standard No. 5.2.11
Mid-Block
Connections/Mews

Mid-block connections/mews are
important threshold spaces. They
provide finer-grain connectivity
within a neighbourhood and should
be designed to provide connections
between buildings and to adjacent
properties within a development
block. These spaces typically do not
include programmatic uses aside from
a pedestrian, cyclist and/or vehicular
connection with landscaped edges.
a. Mid-block connectionsimews should provide
landscaped zones on each side that buffer the

pathway from the adjacent buldings and uses as
required

b The pathway should not be contained betwean high
solid fences. A low wall or fence may be appropnate
patween the mid-block connection and residential
LUses

¢ Appropriate lighting and wayfinding signage should be
neorgoraled,

4. Mid-black cornections/mews should connect to trails
or sidewalks on erther end and should include signage
or provide other cues that itis a public connection.
They should be bamer free and visible from the
sidewalk

& Vehicular conneclions that act as mid-block
connectons should be desianed lo appear putihic in
character and must include a pedestrian sidewalk
of Irail and landscape. Mid-block connections/mews

usunlly have the same level hierarchy for all modes of
transportation, funcioning like fexible streets

. Grade-level commercial bullding uses are
encouraged 1o wrap around the building o address
the mid-block connection. Spill-out spaces can be
considered where appropriate.

g Blank walls fronting onto mews are discouraged
Active frontages should address the mid-block
connecton.

h. Togain enlry into significan public amenities, the
City may require that mid-block connecions and
pedeslrian mews meel requirements lo become
Privalely Owned Publicly-Accessible Spaces  The
City may also requite a publlic access easement within
private mid-block conrections and pedesirian mews

Key Dimensions:

i Mid-block connections/mews should be located
centrally in blocks that are longer thal 200 melies in
length

|.  Swlewalks and pedestnan pathways should be a
minimum of 2.0 metres in width and sheuld remain
clear of snow and debris year-round.

k. Multi-use trails used for both cycling and walking
should be a minimum of 3.0 mefres and reman clear
of snow and debns year-round

Key guidelines:

* Performance Standard 4.3.1 Streels and Blocks

*  Performance Standard 5.2.12 Pedeslrian and
Cycling Connections

+  Performance Standard 5.3 7 Separation
Distances

* Performance Standard 6.2.8 Privately Owned
Publicly-Accessible Spaces (POPS)

ACTIVE F AREAS F A

MID-BLOCK CONNECTION

i

Active uses may wrap around the bullding o address the mid-
black connaclion. (fmage Credit: Brook Meilroy)

SEPARATION

City-Wida Urbun Dosign Guidelinps 102

LANDSCAPE AREAS FRAMING A
MID-BLOCK CONNECTION

Mid-binck connection with adfacent landscape and a pathway
between groupings of townhouses (hnoge Credd: Brock Mcllroy)

38-asM
SETSACK

S .. PROPLRIY LML

.-i.i,;""._]__ |

M BLOCK 15-48M
NECTION SETHACK

PROPERTY LINE

RETAN AT BRADE

Podestnan maws belween bukiings wilh actve frontagas and ground foor residental eotrancas Seo Parformance Standad 5 3 7 for |

sepaaEnon distances hetween buldngs above ihe B storey,




o: LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES

Approach to Landscape Design for the Green Approach:

City Wide — Targeting a 3.5m landscape buffer (hard or soft landscaping)

Intensification Corridors — Targeting a 7- 10m landscape buffer (hard or soft)

COMMERCIAL SPACE

TOWNHOUSEPUNITS




o: LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES

Approach to Landscape Design
for Common Amenity Spaces:

*  Private Grade Related Amenity
Spaces + Courtyards

*  Rooftop Amenity Spaces

* Internalized Courtyards

* Urban Squares

* Gardens

*  Publicly Accessible Interiors

e Privately Owned Publicly-Accessible
Spaces (POPS)




/: BUILDING USES

»  Mixed-Use Buildings

Buildings
» Retail/Commercial
»  Community Facilities
*  Employment
* Retail/Commercial
o Community Facilities

Employment

Residential Multi-Family

GENEROUS LANDSCAPE,
GROUND FLOOR DESIGN THAT

- .~ FRAMES THE STREET

BT T il —

= e -_—
T ' 7
= | 8T 4
I* | it -.':-?.
i w 1t
LS

Performance Standards for building frontages in Employment Uses




8: PHASING

Subdivision and Site Plan Applications with phased construction must
submit a detailed phasing plan. Phasing plans must articulate a clear

architectural and design vision and describe a strategy for public and
private realm elements in text and in drawings.

—————————————————————————————————————— 1 I I =
| | =
| ! | =
| | ) —~ I L
| | : =
i =
| W
| Existing Site Plan l | = 8
f I Mid-Rise = il S
i { ; “lm O
| ! | Building e O
! | | com 5
i ; ]- ]
____________________________________ aadd I [/ l- é‘
I L.
| | = G
F ‘m
| id-Ri | Pl 1 Jm g
Phase 1 Project - new Mid-Rise residential above |- gfq"-;?_:fe it nase N
il urai 3 e 1
retail | “1 8 Mid-Rise | |15
Buildin, :
Phase 2 Project - new Mid-Rise residential above [ uilalng
retail '
Bring retail frontages closer to the street and the i
corner maintain a widened open space area with a
double row of trees within the Green Approach Zone |
(highlighted with a dashed green line) |
L . e s e
In Phase 2, as surface parking transitions to ‘AR RR)

structured below grade parking, replace existing
parking with a new central plaza framed by retail on
three sides

Intensification Corridor



IMPLEMENTATION

Additional Resources:

1. Urban Design Brief — Terms of Reference

2. Urban Design Checklist (Including Sustainability Metrics)

3. Technical Volume 2

Terms of Reference for Wind Studies

Terms of Reference for Sun/Shadow Studies
Urban Design Tree Replacement Requirements
Bird Safe Design Guidelines

Woodland Edge Management Plan Terms of Reference
Sustainability Performance Metrics
Engineering Design Criteria

City-Wide Streetscape Implementation Manual
Terms of Reference for Urban Design Briefs
Urban Design Detail Library

Tree Protection Protocol



TECHNICAL VOLUME 2 DETAILS

New online resources for:

Street Furniture

Planting

Paving
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DISCUSSION / QUESTIONS



