
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 8, 2014 
 

 
81. PROCLAMATION REQUEST 
 FIRST RESPONDERS DAY 
 (Addendum 2) 

 
MOVED by Councillor DeFrancesca 
seconded by Regional Councillor Di Biase 
 
That the recommendation contained in the following report of the City Clerk, dated April 8, 2014, be 
approved: 

 
CARRIED 

Recommendation 

The City Clerk recommends: 
 

1) That May 1, 2014 be proclaimed as “First Responders Day”; and 
 

2) That the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and published on the City Page Online. 
 
Contribution to Sustainability 
 
N/A 
 
Economic Impact 
 
N/A 
 
Communications Plan 
 
The Corporate Communications Department posts proclamations issued by the City on the City’s 
website under “Council – Proclamations” and on the City Page Online. 
 

Purpose 

To respond to the request received from the Ontario Legislative Assembly, received April 4, 2014. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

The correspondence received from the Ontario Legislative Assembly, received April 4, 2014 is 
attached (Attachment 1).  This request was received too late to be placed on the last Committee of 
the Whole Agenda.  Due to the time-sensitivity of the proclamation, we respectfully request that 
Council ratify the action taken. 
 
The proclamation request meets the City’s Proclamation Policy, as follows: 
 
“That upon request, the City of Vaughan issue Proclamations for events, campaigns or other similar 
matters: 
 

(ii) If the event, campaign or declaration is directly related to matters over which the City 
has jurisdiction or the City directly sponsors the event, campaign or other matter”. 

 
First Responders are responsible for the protection and preservation of human life, property, evidence 
and the environment.  Police officers, firefighters, military personnel, paramedics, dispatchers, nurses, 
doctors, emergency medical technician and emergency managers have dedicated their lives to public 
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service.  For this reason the Legislative Assembly of Ontario on December 12th 2013 enacted that 
May 1 in each year be proclaimed as “First Responders Day”.  This year’s inaugural “First 
Responders Day” will increase awareness about the importance of First Responders and the job they 
do to protect and preserve life. 
 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2020/Strategic Plan 
 
This report supports the strategic priorities established by Vaughan Vision 2020 plan: 
 
Service Excellence 

• Promote Community Safety, Health & Wellness 
 
 

 
Regional Implications 
 
N/A 

Conclusion 

Staff is recommending that May 1, 2014 be proclaimed as “First Responders Day” and that the 
proclamation be posted on the City’s website and published on the City Page Online.  Given that the 
next Council meeting is on May 6, 2014, this report recommends that Council ratify the decision at its 
meeting of April 8, 2014. 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 Correspondence from the Ontario Legislative Assembly, received April 4, 2014. 

Report prepared by 

Connie Bonsignore, Administrative Assistant to the City Clerk 
 

(A copy of the attachments referred to in the foregoing have been forwarded to each Member of Council and a 
copy thereof is also on file in the office of the City Clerk.) 
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PROCLAMATION REQUEST 
FIRST RESPONDERS DAY 

Recommendation 

The City Clerk recommends: 
 

1) That May 1, 2014 be proclaimed as “First Responders Day”; and 
 

2) That the proclamation be posted on the City’s website and published on the City Page 
Online. 

 
Contribution to Sustainability 
 
N/A 
 
Economic Impact 
 
N/A 
 
Communications Plan 
 
The Corporate Communications Department posts proclamations issued by the City on the City’s 
website under “Council – Proclamations” and on the City Page Online. 

Purpose 

To respond to the request received from the Ontario Legislative Assembly, received April 4, 2014. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

The correspondence received from the Ontario Legislative Assembly, received April 4, 2014 is 
attached (Attachment 1).  This request was received too late to be placed on the last Committee 
of the Whole Agenda.  Due to the time-sensitivity of the proclamation, we respectfully request that 
Council ratify the action taken. 
 
The proclamation request meets the City’s Proclamation Policy, as follows: 
 
“That upon request, the City of Vaughan issue Proclamations for events, campaigns or other 
similar matters: 
 

(ii) If the event, campaign or declaration is directly related to matters over which the 
City has jurisdiction or the City directly sponsors the event, campaign or other 
matter”. 

 
First Responders are responsible for the protection and preservation of human life, property, 
evidence and the environment.  Police officers, firefighters, military personnel, paramedics, 
dispatchers, nurses, doctors, emergency medical technician and emergency managers have 
dedicated their lives to public service.  For this reason the Legislative Assembly of Ontario on 
December 12th 2013 enacted that May 1 in each year be proclaimed as “First Responders Day”.  
This year’s inaugural “First Responders Day” will increase awareness about the importance of 
First Responders and the job they do to protect and preserve life. 



 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2020/Strategic Plan 
 
This report supports the strategic priorities established by Vaughan Vision 2020 plan: 
 
Service Excellence 

• Promote Community Safety, Health & Wellness 
 
Regional Implications 
 
N/A 

Conclusion 

Staff is recommending that May 1, 2014 be proclaimed as “First Responders Day” and that the 
proclamation be posted on the City’s website and published on the City Page Online.  Given that 
the next Council meeting is on May 6, 2014, this report recommends that Council ratify the 
decision at its meeting of April 8, 2014. 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 Correspondence from the Ontario Legislative Assembly, received April 4, 2014. 

Report prepared by 

Connie Bonsignore, Administrative Assistant to the City Clerk 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Jeffrey A. Abrams 
City Clerk 
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