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ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION REGARDING SITE
PLAN ACCESSIBILITY IMPACTS CHECKLIST

Recommendation

The Commissioner of Planning recommends:
1. THAT the Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist shown as Attachment #1 contained in
the Report of the City Clerk, on behalf of the Accessibility Advisory Committee, dated
March 25, 2014, be deleted, and replaced with the revised Site Plan Accessibility Impacts
Checklist, attached hereto, for approval.

Backaground

On March 25, 2014, the Committee of the Whole considered ltem #4 respecting the Accessibility Advisory
Committee's request from its meeting of February 24, 2014, to approve the recommendation of the City
Clerk respecting the Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist, and resolved the following:

“That Council approve the Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist as contained in the
memorandum from the Director of Development Pianning dated November 29, 2013".

The Planning Department received comments regarding the Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist
from Regional Councillor Schulte, both verbally at the Commitiee of the Whole meeting and later in
writing on March 26, 2014, requesting clarification regarding the definition of “main entrance” as it relates
to barrier-free accessibility. The Planning Department has reviewed the comments and has made minor
changes to the Site Plan Accessibility impacts Checklist, attached hereto. The Building Standards
Department and the Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee have reviewed the proposed changes,
and have indicated that they are satisfied.



Proposed Changes to the Site Plan Accessibility impacts Checklist

The Planning Department has made the following changes to the Site Pian Accessibility Impacts
Checklist (changes are in a bold and strikeout typeset):

Table 1
Target Area Crit#eria Changes to Criteria
Parking 5 Are barrier-free parking spaces located on the shortest possible accessible
Areas route to the barrier-free main-building entrance?
If a passenger pick-up area is proposed, is the pedestrian walkway a
Parking 6 minimum of 1.5 m wide by 6 m long adjacent and parallel to the vehicle pull-
Areas up space and accompanied by a ramp or curb depression with a
minimum width of 1.5 m?
Entrance 7 Is the passenger pick-up area(s) located as close as possible to the barrier-
Areas free main entrance?
Walkways Is there a continuous, clear and separate barrier-free network of travel from
and 10 the street/right-of-way, transit stop, parking area and pick-up area to the
Pedesirian barrier-free main entrance(s) of the building(s)? (the barrier-free network of
Circulation travel should be integrated within the pedestrian network.)
Are surface materials such as tactile indicators proposed in locations where a
Walkways barfi . > ; I
and arri_er—f_ree_ access traverseg a dr!vewa)f, stairs, fire route or parking aisle?
. 12 Tactile indicators include visual (i.e. brightness or tone contrasts) and e
Pedestrian . - . - y
. . textural (i.e. changes in material) cues to forewarn pedestrians of a potentially
Circulation
hazardous element.

The deletion and replacement of reference to "main entrance” with “barrier-free entrance” in criteria 2, 7
and 10 in Table 1 above is required for greater clarity and mitigation of potential conflict with the
requirements of a barrier-free entrance in the Ontario Building Code. This change clarifies that not all
main entrances will be required to be accessible and that alternate barrier free entrances are permitted by
the Ontario Building Code. The passenger pick-up criterion (Criteria #6) has been enhanced to include
consideration for a 1.5 m wide ramp or depressed curb to ensure a barrier-free path of travel from a
passenger pick-up area. The inclusion of a “transit stop” under Criteria #10 has been added to ensure
that the site’'s pedestrian network includes a barrier-free connection to transit stops that may be in
proximity to the site. Finally, the tactile indicators criterion (Criteria #12) has been enhanced to include
both visual and textural indicators as opposed to only one type of indicator (i.e. visual or textural).

Conclusion

The Planning Department has made minor revisions fo the Site Plan Accessibility impacts Checklist to
provide greater clarity and additional improvements to the five criterion listed above. The Building
Standards Department and the Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee have reviewed the
proposed changes to the Site Plan Accessibility impacts Checklist and are satisfied with the proposed
changes. Accordingly, should Vaughan Council concur, the Site Plan Accessibility impacts Checklist
shown as Attachment #1 contained in the Report of the City Clerk, on behalf of the Accessibility Advisory



Committee, dated March 25, 2014, can be deleted and replaced with the revised Site Plan Accessibility
Impacts Checklist, attached hereto, for approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN MACKENZ

Commissioner of/Planning

Attachment: Revised Site Plan Accessibility impacts Checklist
MA/lg
Copy to:  Barbara Cribbett, Interim City Manager

Jeffrey A. Abrams, City Clerk

Mary Reali, Director of Recreation & Culture

Leo Grellette, Director of Building Standards
Grant Uyeyama, Interim Director of Planning, and Director of Development Planning



\

9?

ZVAUGHAN

SITE PLAN ACCESSIBILITY IMPACTS CHECKLIST

The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA) establishes the goal of an
accessible Ontario by 2025. This will be achieved through the implementation of mandatory

* accessibility -standards relating to - customer .-service, . transportation, . information- and

- communications, employment and the built environment. Both public and private sector

organizations are required to implement these standards in phases. Accessibility is also
regarded as one of the City's strategic initiatives in the City of Vaughan's Strategic Plan,
“Vaughan Vision 2020

The Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist provides the development community and City
staff with a proactive and systematic approach to the review of Site Development Applications in
order to ensure that the built environment represents barrier-free design that implements the
goals and objectives of the AODA (2005}, City of Vaughan Accessibility Policy (2012) and City
of Vaughan Accessibility Plan (2012). The Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist will be
updated regularly in light of any changes to the AODA (2005), Ontario Building Code (Section
3.8), and/or City Official Plan and Zoning By-law provisions.

Below is a Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist that covers 7 specific target areas:

Parking Areas;

Entrance Areas;

Walkways and Pedestrian Circulation;
Ramps and Stairways;

Signhage;

Lighting; and,

Outdoor Furniture.

NOO RN =

By asking the Applicant the questions listed in the Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist,
accessibility can be gauged, evaluated and integrated into each proposal. The checklist will
also:

+ standardize the review of Site Development Applications with specific criteria that promotes
universal design for new developments;

+ contribute to providing an equitable, flexible and intuitive built form; and,

¢ promote the education and awareness to the development community about the importance
and potential economic benefit of constructing safe, accessible, and universally-designed
developmentis.

The City of Vaughan recommends that the Applicant review the following documents, prior to
completing and submitting the Site Plan Accessibility Impacts Checklist with their Site Plan
application submission:

s Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005, 8.0, 2005, ¢.11

o Human Rights Code, R.S.Q, 1990, ¢.H.19

o Accessibility standards for customer service, Q. Req. 429/07

o [ntegrated Accessibility Standards, . Req. 191/11

e Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2001

o Reaching a New Standard for Accessibility: York Region's 2011/ 2012 Accessibility Plan
¢ City of Vaughan, Accessibility Policy, 2012

e City of Vaughan, Accessibility Plan, 2012

City of Vaughan, 2141 Major Mackenzie Drive, Vaughan ON L6A 1T1 Tel. 905-832-8585 www.vaughan.ca
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