
 

PIC #1 MEETING SUMMARY: VMC Stormwater Management and Drainage Enhancement Study 1 of 3 

Meeting Summary  
Public Information Centre #1 

Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Stormwater Management and Drainage Enhancement Study – 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study  

Thursday, December 5th, 2024, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

The David Braley Vaughan Metropolitan Centre of Community 

200 Apple Road, Vaughan

Overview  
On Thursday, December 5th, 2024, the City of Vaughan hosted the first Public Information Centre 

(PIC) for the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC) Stormwater Management and Drainage 

Enhancement Study. The purpose of the PIC was to introduce, share information, and answer 

questions about the Study, including the planned timeline and ways to stay involved.  

Information was shared through a series of presentation panels that were set up in the lobby of 

the David Braley Vaughan Metropolitan Centre of Community. Approximately 20 people stopped 

to view the panels and talk with the project team, including local residents, landowners and 

representatives of different landowners. VMC City staff and members of the consultant team 

working on the study, including TYLin and Third Party Public, attended the meeting.  

Third Party Public, the facilitation team retained by the City of Vaughan to support public 

engagement for the Study prepare this Meeting Summary. 
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Summary of Feedback 
General interest in the Study and process. For some people who stopped to talk this was the first 

time hearing about the Stormwater Management and Drainage Enhancement Study. They were 

keen to learn more generally about the process, including the purpose, cost, timeline and 

potential benefits. 

Comments about potential underground strategies. Some participants were keen to learn more 

about the possibility of storing and controlling stormwater underground. They also suggested 

different factors the City should consider when exploring underground options, including: 

• How salt and silt from stormwater would be handled to ensure build-up does not become 

an issue in the future. 

• The cost of installing underground systems and how that compares to ground level 

options. 

• What land could be used for if stormwater is stored and controlled underground, e.g., 

parkland and/or space for additional residential or commercial development. 

Cost is an important consideration. Some participants said that costs should be minimized as 

much as possible while still developing effective and well-built stormwater management 

infrastructure. One participant said they don’t want large property tax increases to pay for 

stormwater management. 

Stormwater management should not constrain future development in the VMC. Some participants 

said they want to see the VMC continue to grow and develop. They suggested that stormwater 

infrastructure should be planned and implemented to support future growth.   

Stormwater management infrastructure should connect to existing infrastructure. Some 

participants said it is important that new stormwater infrastructure easily connects to existing 

infrastructure and supports the VMC development long term. 

Interest in staying up-to-date and connected with the process. Some of the people that attended 

the public information centre either owned large pieces of land and/or represented landowners 

and were keen to stay involved and be kept up to date as the process moves forward. 

Other comments and feedback. Some participants shared additional feedback about the VMC 

not directly related to stormwater management. These comments included: 

• The City needs to do more to help people with basement flooding from sewer back-ups. 

More information from the City about risks and solutions available would be helpful. The 

City should also require backup valves in all new developments. 

• The City’s website could be more user friendly. Currently the website has a lot of 

information but it can be difficult to find what you are looking for. 

• It is easy to get around the VMC without a car by walking, biking, or taking transit. 
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Next Steps  
The project team will continue to share updates about the process online through smaller 

meetings with landowners and future Public Information Centres. The next step in the process will 

include exploring different stormwater management alternatives for the VMC and considerations 

for each.
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Appendix A: PIC Display Panels   



Vaughan Metropolitan Centre

Stormwater Management 
and Drainage 
Enhancement Study
Public Information Centre #1

DAVID BRALEY VAUGHAN METROPOLITAN CENTRE OF COMMUNITY
200 APPLE MILL ROAD, VAUGHAN, ON
MAIN LOBBY

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024 | 5:30 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M.
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Land Acknowledgement

We respectfully acknowledge that the City of 
Vaughan is situated in the Territory and Treaty 
13 lands of the Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation. We also recognize the traditional 
territory of the Huron-Wendat and the 
Haudenosaunee. The City of Vaughan is 
currently home to many First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit people today. 

As representatives of the people of the City of 
Vaughan, we are grateful to have the 
opportunity to work and live in this territory.
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Project Objective
The purpose of the study is to refine and enhance the stormwater management (SWM) strategy for the Vaughan 
Metropolitan Centre (VMC) to support the area’s growth and future developments. 

The VMC has grown faster than expected and its boundaries are expanding to include Expansion Area A and B and the 
SWM strategy from the 2012 VMC Municipal Servicing Master Plan no longer meets the needs of current and future 
development. 

Once completed, the study will propose a stormwater management plan that follows best practices and City policies to 
treat storm runoff and reduce flood risks while considering the interests of the public, impacted property owners and 
planned developments.
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Stormwater Management
Stormwater is the rainwater or melted snow that flows across hard surfaces like roads, sidewalks, parking lots, and 
rooftops instead of seeping naturally into the ground. Without proper management, stormwater contributes to poor water 
quality, flooding and erosion in receiving watercourses. 

The quality and quantity of stormwater can be managed through source, conveyance and end-of-pipe best management 
practices.

Source Controls

- Rain gardens

- Permeable pavement

- Green roofs

- Rainwater Harvesting 
(cisterns, rain barrels)

Conveyance Controls

- Vegetated swales

- Bioretention facilities

- Infiltration systems

- Soil cells

End of Pipe Controls

- Wet ponds

- Dry ponds

- Oil-grit separators

Rain Garden Bioretention Swale Exfiltration Trench Wet Pond
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Background

2012 2017 - 2021 2020+ 2024+

SWM strategy developed with 
on-site SWM criteria, end-of-
pipe ponds and retrofits for all 

four quadrants through the 
VMC Master Servicing Plan 

Edgeley Pond retrofit study for 
Northeast Quadrant

VMC Secondary Plan Update Larger SWM ponds to meet 
SWM criteria and account for 
expansion areas, through the 
Integrated Urban Water Plan – 

VMC Functional Servicing 
Strategy Report
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Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Process
This study is being carried out in accordance with the requirements of Schedule ‘B’ projects outlined in the Municipal 
Engineers Association “Municipal Class Environmental Assessment” (MCEA) document (February 2024). This study 
is being undertaken to satisfy Phases 1 and 2 of the MCEA process. 

Problem or Opportunity

• Identify problems and 
opportunities

• Initiate consultation with 
the public and agencies

• Notice of 
Commencement

• Public Information 
Centre #1

Site Inventory / Identify 
Alternatives

• Inventory the natural, 
built, social and 
economic environments

• Identify alternative 
solutions to the problem 
or opportunity

• Public Information 
Centre #2

Phase 1

Evaluation of 
Alternatives

• Identify the impacts of 
the alternative solutions 
on the environment and 
required mitigation 
measures

• Evaluate alternative 
solutions and identify the 
preliminary 
recommended solution

• Public Information 
Centre #3

Select Preferred 
Solution

Detailed Design / 
Implementation

• Refine and confirm the 
preferred solution

• Preliminary design of 
preferred solution

• Recommendations to 
mitigate impacts of the 
preferred solution during 
and following 
construction

• Prepare the Project File 
Report

• Notice of Study 
Completion 

• 30-day Public Review

• Detailed design of the 
proposed works

• Obtain permits and 
approvals

• Prepare contract 
drawings and tender 
documents

• Construction and 
operation of the works

• Post-construction 
monitoring

ImplementationPhase 2

We are here
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Environmental Investigations
A number of recent studies, including the City’s June 2024 Integrated Urban Water Plan, provide detailed information on 
stormwater management, fluvial geomorphology, natural heritage, hydrology, hydrogeology, archaeology, and cultural heritage 
in the study area. The ongoing VMC Secondary Plan Update provides information on current and future land use conditions. 
This current MCEA considers and builds upon the information from these plans and studies. 

Existing 
Environment

Planning 
Environment

Natural 
Environment

Stormwater 
Management

Cultural 
Environment

Social and 
Economic 

Environment

City of Vaughan 
Official Plan

Hydrology

Fluvial 
Geomorphology

Provincial Planning 
Statement

Natural Heritage

VMC Secondary 
Plan

Hydrogeology

Dual Drainage 
Model for VMC

Stormwater 
Management 

System
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VMC Stormwater Management Quadrants
Stormwater runoff within the VMC is managed based on drainage boundaries. Drainage is split into four ‘quadrants’, 
which consist of the northeast, northwest, southeast and southwest. 



9

Existing Stormwater Management Ponds and Drainage Areas
The locations of the existing SWM facilities and the catchment areas draining to each facility were documented in 
the VMC Functional Servicing Strategy Report   
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Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater management for the northeast quadrant will be 
provided by the retrofit Edgeley Pond, which also integrates 
park amenities.  

The Edgeley Pond and Park will be constructed using a 
Design-Build approach in conjunction with the Black Creek 
Renewal, beginning in 2025.

From Black Creek Renewal Design Build Public Information Centre Presentation 
(May 2, 2024)
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Northwest Quadrant
• The existing SWM ponds were constructed as a temporary solution to treat stormwater from the adjacent roadways. 

They require modifications to better integrate with future development in the quadrant and to treat the additional 
stormwater from Expansion Area B. 

• Timing for SWM facility improvements will be identified during this study

• There are opportunities for underground SWM facilities to provide additional active parkland

Underground SWM facility under construction 
Gallanough Park, Vaughan

Park above underground SWM facility 
Gallanough Park, Vaughan
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Southwest Quadrant
• The existing SWM Pond is not large enough to provide required runoff treatment and requires expansion

• Timing for SWM facility improvements will be identified during this study

• Coordination is required with the future Interchange Way overpass

• There are opportunities for underground SWM facilities to provide additional active parkland

Underground SWM facility under construction 
Gallanough Park, Vaughan

Park above underground SWM facility 
Gallanough Park, Vaughan
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Southeast Quadrant
• New SWM facilities are needed to treat runoff from planned development and new roadways in the Southeast 

Quadrant, including Expansion Area A

• Previous SWM studies and the Secondary Plan propose a new SWM facility south of Peelar Road. Implementation of 
a SWM facility in this location will require the City to acquire multiple properties

• The existing storm sewer systems drain east to west, to Black Creek. Significant infrastructure works would be 
needed to direct all stormwater from the quadrant to a single SWM facility south of Peelar Road

• Timing for new SWM facilities will be 

identified during this study, as well as

the need for temporary SWM facilities

until the ultimate end-of-pipe facility(s)

can be implemented

• There are opportunities for 
underground SWM facilities to 
provide additional active parkland
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Next Steps
After this Public Information Centre #1, the following activities will take place:

• Review comments received from the Notice of Study Commencement and PIC #1 and respond to comments

• Develop stormwater management alternatives for Northwest, Southwest and Southeast Quadrants

• Engage City departments, technical agencies, and impacted property owners regarding the stormwater 
management alternatives

• Hold PIC #2 in Q2 2025 to outline the stormwater management alternative solutions and PIC #3 in Q3 2025 to 
present the preliminary recommended solution

We encourage you to provide comments in writing tonight or through the project website at 
vaughan.ca/VMCSWM by December 20, 2024.

Contact Information

Visit vaughan.ca/VMCSWM for project information, future notices, and to access 
the on-line comment form.

Email VMC.SWMStudy@vaughan.ca to be added to the study’s mailing list.

http://www.vaughan.ca/VMCSWM
http://www.vaughan.ca/VMCSWM
mailto:VMC.SWMStudy@vaughan.ca


Thank you!
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