This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

1950~1959
Since 1882, Woodbridge had been operating as its own
separate village, and over time its government grew
to encompass a large variety of functions. By the
1950s, Woodbridge exercised control over its own
public works, law enforcement, fire protection,
recreation and welfare systems. As well, other areas
of municipal life had come under the auspices of a
number of local boards including the Public School
Board, Planning Board, Library Board, War Memorial
Board, Community Centre Board, the Board of Health,
and the Woodbridge Hydro-Electric Commission.

Woodbridge Public School staff, 1956

The increase in immigration experienced by Canada
as a whole in the post-World War II era also helps to
account for Woodbridge’s growth. In fact, between
1951 and 1956 a total of 10 subdivisions arose in
the village. This trend of rapid growth continued.
In 1956, a massive new railway connection was
completed by CN that extended from Pickering in
the east to approximately Weston Road in the west.
At this time, an extensive freight yard was constructed
in Concord (at Keele Street and Regional Road 7).
This line enabled freight trains to avoid a heavily
congested route through Toronto.

Bell Telephone Switchboard Operators, 1956. Standing in the foreground is Chief Operator Clare Fortier.

Born Florence Nightingale Graham in 1884, Elizabeth Arden lived on a Woodbridge
farm near Kipling Avenue with four brothers and sisters. She moved to New York in 1908
and opened a small beauty salon before starting her own line of cosmetics and facial
products. She returned to Vaughan in 1954 to open the Dalziel Pioneer Park Conservation
Area (now known as Black Creek Pioneer Village).

Opening of the Boyd Conservation Area, 1957. Major Mackenzie standing
on extreme left. Norberta O’Rourke second from the right.

The Mart Kenney Ranch shown here in 1955. Herbert Martin “Mart” Kenney was
a Canadian jazz musician and band leader whose big band “Mart Kenney and
His Western Gentlemen” was Canada’s premier dance band during the 1930s and 40s.
In 1949, Mart opened the Mart Kenney Ranch at Pine Valley Drive and Langstaff Road
(the current location of the National Golf Club). The Ranch closed in 1969.

Art and Mary Armstrong’s Dairy Bar in Woodbridge with a fleet of 21 trucks, 1951.

A production of “The People Next Door”, presented by the Fifty-Fifty Club, 1951.

On October 15, 1954, the most famous hurricane in Canadian history struck Southern Ontario.
Hurricane Hazel intensified unexpectedly and rapidly, pounding Vaughan with winds that reached
110 kilometres per hour (68 mph) and dumping 285 millimetres (11.23 inches) of rain in 48 hours. In Woodbridge,
the Humber River swelled to 107 metres at its narrowest point. As part of emergency relief efforts,
the Township set up a series of trailers for those who had lost their homes in the flood.
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