This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

Panorama of the Woodbridge Fair, 1947.

The Pinecrest Speedway was built by Charles Greenly in the mid-1940s and was located
on the southeast corner of Highway 7 and Jane Street until it ceased operation in the mid-1960s.

Airmen with the 245 Squadron of the Royal Canadian Air Force consult a map and plan their next moves
with Hawker Typhoon in the background, July 28, 1944. Left to Right: S. Bennett, G. Wharry, Ch. West
and John Thompson (of Woodbridge).

Woodbridge Avenue looking east in the 1940s.

1940~1949
Most of World War II (1939-1945) took place in the first
half of the 1940s, and it had a profound effect on the
Vaughan community. Local pilots in the Royal Canadian
Air Force undertook dangerous missions in Hawker
Typhoon ground attack aircraft, commonly engaging
the enemy at tree-top level. At home, propaganda
posters could be found on every corner, in every shop
window, bus and streetcar. Their powerful messages
to buy war bonds, become involved and support the
troops spread throughout Vaughan Township and the
Village of Woodbridge. Local residents banded together
and sent care packages to the soldiers fighting overseas
while others worked in local factories making uniforms.

Washing artifacts at the Mackenzie Site in Vaughan during an archaeological dig. Excavated in
October 1947 by approximately two hundred anthropology students from the University
of Toronto, findings at the site proved that it had been a permanent First Nations settlement.

Vellore School class, 1949.

World War II sparked an influx of immigration and by
1951 the population stood at 9,966 (compared to 5,829
in 1941). As well, the ethno-cultural composition of the
area began to change with the arrival of groups such as
the Italians, Eastern Europeans and Jewish community.
A new mindset also started to emerge at this time, one
that embraced the concept of commercial and industrial
development, while at the same time preserving the
area’s heritage. Thus emerged the City of Vaughan as
we know it today – a community proudly rooted in a
tradition of pioneer fortitude and perseverance while
looking progressively towards a prosperous future.

Woodbridge volunteer fire department, 1949.

WWII posters employed emotion to influence attitudes and called on the residents
of Vaughan Township to support the troops.
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