This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

Steam shovel constructing Highway 7, Blake property in the background, 1930.

Excavation for Highway 7 at the corner of Lansdowne, 1930.

Trestles under the Canadian Pacific Railway tracks on Highway 7, 1931.

Edith Elizabeth Foster (a member of the Castator and Banks families) in 1932.

1930~1939
The Great Depression was one of the most significant
events of the 20th century. People lost their savings,
their jobs and their property. As an agriculture-based
local economy, with many of life’s necessities produced
on local farms, Vaughan was not quite as hard hit as
the nation’s urban areas. Nevertheless, its people felt
the Depression’s impact, with the situation growing
so grim by the early 1930s that Township Council was
compelled to implement a welfare system for providing
money, food and clothes to residents who were unable
to support themselves (at this time, there were no
social welfare programs in Canada). The emphasis
for assistance was families, particularly children.
Vaughan Council was very innovative and responsive
to the needs of the community, and even managed
to secure various large-scale make-work projects
from the federal government. Highway 7 was one
such project; constructed in 1930-31, it provided
much-needed local employment, as well as an
excellent transportation route.

Purpleville School class photo, 1937.

Boys Sunday school class picnic at the McClure farm, 1930.

By the 1930s, the automobile was coming into general
use due to new technology that allowed it to be
mass-produced and relatively affordable to most
people. Shortly thereafter, buses were introduced
and used to provide local transit service. This method
of transportation became so popular that it replaced
all other modes of travel.
Vellore football champs, 1936.

Frank and Carson Smith, 1930s.

Keffer’s Service Station, 1930s.

Levin’s Airport, 1930s.
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