This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

1920~1929
In 1929 the first fire truck was purchased by the Township of Vaughan. It was an American LaFrance.
On June 1, 1929 the Volunteer Fire Brigade was organized with those pictured here as the original
volunteers. Left to right: Charles White, George Cooper, James McLean, Arthur Lawrie,
William Johnston Sr., Parnell White, Charles Cooper, Austin Robinson, Charles Ball, Donald Allen,
Milton Palmer and Leslie Laver.

By the late 1920s, the automobile had become a
popular source of transportation for many people,
further facilitating travel along Yonge Street and other
major routes throughout Vaughan. The Grand Trunk
became part of the Canadian National Railway in 1923
and today is, in part, a Go Transit route for commuters
from Toronto to Maple and beyond. Moreover, in 1926,
the Ontario Government constructed a new metal
bridge over the Humber River, and water service was
a reality for many residents by the mid 1920s.
In 1928, Maple, with a population of 2,000, became
a Police Village, a self-regulating and financing body.
Tom Cousins, Hiram Keffer and Guy Laurie were
the first trustees of this Police Village. The 1920s
in Vaughan also saw Group of Seven artists, J.E.H.
MacDonald, Arthur Lismer, Fred Varley, Franz Johnston
and Frank Carmichael, living in and painting the rural
beauty of Thornhill.

Lunch on the roadside near the Don River, Thornhill, 1921.

Maple Women’s Softball Team, 1928.

In the summer of 1929, an old-fashioned barn raising bee was held on the farm of Charles Rutherford at the corner
of Weston Road and Rutherford Road (Vellore). Hundreds attended from all parts of Vaughan as well as from the
surrounding areas. About 300 men took part in the actual raising. After, all the workers and spectators were fed on long tables
spread on the lawn where hundreds of hams, pies, cakes, tarts and loaves of bread were enjoyed. Four movie camera men
from the Ontario Government Moving Picture Bureau were on hand to film the operation. This footage, along with additional
photos and text, can be viewed in the City Archives.

At the end of the First World War, there was a strong feeling within the community that a suitable
memorial should be erected to honour the fallen. A Watch Tower, 60 feet high and 11 feet wide
at the base, was thus erected on the hill overlooking the Village of Woodbridge. Built entirely
of field stone, it was officially unveiled and dedicated in November of 1924.

Junior Farmers Competition at Vellore Township Hall, 1923.

The Elm Park Pavilion (today called the Woodbridge Memorial Arena) opened in 1926 and was
a popular entertainment centre and place for community gathering. On July 5, 1970 an Air Canada
DC-8 crashed after aborting a landing at Toronto International Airport, killing all 100 passengers
and 9 crew members. It was the second worst aviation accident in Canadian history. The arena served
as a morgue for the victims of this crash. Today, the arena stands in memory of those who perished.

Looking south on Islington Ave, Kleinburg, 1925.
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