This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

Captain Addison Alexander Mackenzie (far right) with two unidentified men, France, 1915.

Bird’s eye view of Pine Grove looking east, ca. 1910.

Frederick Page of Thornhill in an overseas cavalry unit, ca. 1915. There was still a major role for cavalry in
“modern warfare”. However, once the front lines were established, a combination of barbed wire, machine guns,
and artillery proved deadly to horse-mounted troops during World War I.

1910~1919
During the First and Second World Wars that marked
the 20th century, the residents of Vaughan Township and
the Village of Woodbridge (which today comprise the
City of Vaughan), both at home and abroad, endured
and sacrificed much. From 1914-1918, young men in
Europe battled their way across muddy trenches amidst
the deafening explosion of shells, while their families
at home rationed food, volunteered for war work
and anxiously awaited news of their loved ones.
Woodbridge’s renewed growth was in part precipitated
by the development of new roads. The old toll roads
disappeared and along with them the Village’s three
toll gates. In 1911, the first County Road system was
introduced and work got underway in Woodbridge in
1912 with a portion of Pine Street being paved at this
point. Over time, most of the Village’s thoroughfares
were paved and improved.

Julian family farm near Major Mackenzie Drive and Weston Road, ca. 1915.

Hand-coloured postcard. Maple, 1911.

Patterson School students, 1918.

Pine Street in Woodbridge showing the Inkerman Hotel. Addison Alexander Mackenzie
(later Major Mackenzie) standing fifth from the left, ca. 1914.

Vellore Women’s Institute meeting at the Wilson farm, 1915.

Thornhill Women’s Hockey Club, 1918.

Dr. Peter McLean, owner of the first car in Woodbridge, driving his McLaughlin Buick
down Pine Street (Woodbridge Avenue), ca. 1912.
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