This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

Keele Street, Maple, 1890

McKay farm, Woodbridge, 1892.

Barn raising on Nathaniel Clark Wallace’s farm,
Woodbridge, July 6, 1899.

Tally-ho for the Woodbridge Fair! Toronto, 1896.

1890~1899
By the second half of the 19th century, roads were built
and maintained by road companies which charged tolls
in order to finance construction. By the 1880s, however,
roads were in poor shape and road maintenance had
been practically abandoned. In 1890, a revolt broke out
against the continuation of the toll road in Vaughan.
It is recorded that 63 young farmers from Woodbridge
and Kleinburg gathered by night to destroy the toll bar
in Kleinburg. That same night, they removed the toll
bar in Woodbridge. The men intended to go down to
Thistletown and demolish the gate there as well, but
the Woodbridge toll keeper, Sandy McIntosh, spoiled
their plans. He seized his shotgun, fired into their
midst and the adventure ended in a visit to the doctor
for one person who had been shot in the thigh. This
revolt and several like it across the country prompted
the removal of all toll roads, and by 1896 roadways
were made public and administered by municipal
governments.
In 1896, the new mode of transportation, the
Metropolitan Radial Railway (bus-like cabins on rails),
reached Thornhill, bringing commuters to and from
Toronto. Prior to that time, the only public transit to the
City was a three-hour ride by stage coach. The electric
street railway was a significant improvement in both
speed and convenience and for the first time, it was
possible to live in Thornhill and work in Toronto.

The telephone construction crew that built the first long distance line to Woodbridge, 1891.

Wagons delivering soft drinks from Pop Brown’s in Kleinburg to the Sullivan Hotel in Pine Grove, 1894

Maple Public School students, 1898.

Vellore School class with teacher John Walter McDonald, 1898.

Stevenson house in Maple, 1890.

Residential structure adjacent to the General Store in Maple,
ca. 1890.

Vaughan Off-Hand Rifle Club, 1891.
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