This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

1880~1889
The Baldwin Act stipulated that hamlets of 900 or
more residents were to be incorporated as villages.
Thus in 1882 Woodbridge was raised to this level, with
a population of 1,200, and a municipal government
independent of Vaughan Township’s was established.
This structure continued until 1971 when the Township
of Vaughan became the Town of Vaughan and the
Village of Woodbridge was incorporated into the latter.

Woodbridge Village Council, 1886. Front: Thomas Wallace (Reeve), John Abell (Reeve 1882-1885),
and William Farr. Back: Thomas Wright, Thomas Mounsey, and Donald Mackenzie
(father of the future Major Addison Alexander Mackenzie).

By 1885 there were 21 schools in Vaughan, each
with its own elected Board of Trustees responsible
for administering the business of their school. At
this time, male teachers were paid $425 a year and
female teachers earned $265. Most students received
a typical rudimentary education, with the realities of
rural life necessitating that the needs of the farm took
precedence over those of the scholar.

Gilmour Commercial House or Hotel, ca. 1880, at 124 Woodbridge Avenue.

Card photograph on albumen print mounted on cabinet card.
William J Farrand on the left, Walter Farrand on the right, ca. 1885.

William J Farrand on the right, individual on the left
unidentified, ca. 1885. William was a pharmacist who
resided in Woodbridge. Between 1890 and 1895
he was employed with Northrop and Lyman Co. Ltd.,
manufacturers and wholesale dealers in patent medicines.

McLean House in Woodbridge, 1889.

Woodbridge Public School, 1885. Average attendance was 112 and the teachers
were George Deacon, Maggie Smithers and Lucy Woolley.

The Cameron home on Lot 30, Con. 5 in 1881. The family members are, from left to right,
Mary Cameron, Minnie Cameron, Tena Cameron, Mrs. Donald Cameron, James Cameron
(Warden of York County in 1914) and Elizabeth Cameron. Jane Cameron was very sick in bed
with measles and scarlet fever and was being looked after by her mother, Mrs. Alex Cameron.
Jane recovered and later married into the Ireland family.

Neil and Annie McMurchy, ca. 1880.

An early method of stump pulling, 1880s. Peter Aitchison on the tripod.

William and Hannah Castator at the christening
of their daughter, Mary, 1884.
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