This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

Patterson residence with P. Patterson and daughter Lizzie
in foreground and Mrs. Patterson and Alfred John D.
and baby Susan in background, ca. 1870.

Langstaff Post Office and Toll Gate operated by Henry Richards and his son, Henry, ca. 1870.

Woodbridge (Burwick) Brass Band, ca. 1875.

Dr. Thomas Dixon Keffer, 1870s.

Watercolour of the Woodbridge Agricultural Machine Works
(Abell Factory), 1874.

Maps of Vaughan, Kleinburg and Woodbridge, 1878.

1870~1879
The 1870s saw a decline in milling which continued into
the latter part of the 19th century as less lumber was
required for construction and was available for milling.
Agriculture was also in a state of flux by the mid-1870s.
Farmers, to protect themselves against fluctuating
grain prices, began to engage in mixed farming, much
to the disadvantage of the flour millers whose services
were required less. This economic downturn was further
exacerbated by the decline of soil fertility, which
contributed to reduced grain yields. Floods destroyed
many of the remaining sawmills and fire took its toll
on the gristmills.

Woodbridge Carriage Works, corner of James Street and Pine Street, 1875.

Rules for Teachers in 1872:
1. Teachers each day will fill lamps, clean chimneys.

Pine Grove looking north up Vaughan Plank Road, Sullivan Hotel on the left, 1870.

2. Each teacher will bring a bucket of water
and a scuttle of coal for the day’s session.
3. Make your pens carefully. You may whittle nibs
to the individual taste of the pupils.
4. Men teachers may take one evening each week for
courting purposes, or two evenings a week if they
go to church regularly.
5. After 10 hours in school, the teachers may spend
the remaining time reading the Bible or other
good books.
6. Women teachers who marry or engage in unseemly
conduct will be dismissed.
7. Every teacher should lay aside from each pay
a goodly sum of his earnings for his benefit during
his declining years so that he will not become
a burden on society.
8. Any teacher who smokes, uses liquor in any form,
frequents pool or public halls, or gets shaved in
a barber shop will give good reason to suspect
his worth, intention, integrity and honesty.
9. The teacher who performs his labour faithfully and
without fault for five years will be given an increase
of 25 cents per week in his pay, providing the Board
of Education approves.
Woodbridge postmaster Robert Tucker Wallace and his wfe Hannah M. Soden, 1870s.
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