This is our city.
Let’s celebrate it together.

Electoral Returns Map, 1851.

1850~1859
In 1850, when Vaughan was first incorporated as a
township, the population stood at just over 6,000.
Prior to the 1849 Robert Baldwin Act, townships had
no corporate existence. In 1850 the present municipal
system came into operation in Vaughan. The township
would elect five councillors and have the power to levy
local taxes, appoint officers, supervise statute labour,
and borrow certain moneys. The councillors elected a
reeve and one or more deputy reeves. Votes were cast by
open ballot, which meant that a voter stood before the
returning officer and publicly proclaimed his preference.
The first Township Hall was located on Concession 6
at Vellore on Weston Road. It still stands today.

John W. Gamble, First Reeve (Mayor) of Vaughan Township from 1850 to 1857.

•

Township of Vaughan
Council minutes, 1850.

The primary function of the City of Vaughan Archives,
Office of the City Clerk, is to maintain and preserve
the City’s permanent records. Thus, the Archives contains
Council minutes, by-laws, assessment records and
other legal and administrative records dating back to
1850. These early records tell the story of Vaughan’s
government and its evolution over the past 166 years.

An 1850 petition from the residents of Vaughan Township
asking Council to grant assistance to a Mr. Dale, 80 years old
(“four score”), who was living in Woodbridge. Mr. Dale was
in a “desolate and indignant position and unable to work
owing to infirmities”.

First By-law of Vaughan Township,
dated March 1850, for the assessment of
School Section No. 17 (Kleinburg Public School).

Neil McEarchearn’s Treasurer’s account
for the Township of Vaughan, 1850.

Advertisement from 1850. Durock Messenger, the stallion advertised,
lived near Vellore, just southwest of Maple. His owners, the Snider family,
emigrated from Pennsylvania in 1800 and became prominent members
of the community. Jacob Snider had considerable skill in surgery and was
also a tax collector and assessor for the township. His son, John, helped
build one of the first threshing machines in the area and gave the land
at Vellore for the Township Hall which still stands today.

Township of Vaughan Council minutes, 1850.
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