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SECTION 3:

COMMUNITY PROFILE

This section contains an overview of demographic characteristics which are applicable to the analysis of
Vaughan’s parks, recreation, and library facilities. Identifying who lives in Vaughan and how this
community profile will differ in the future is essential to understanding and responding to local needs.
Note: While the 2011 Census collected information regarding population and household composition,
changes made to the census‐taking, combined with the timing of data releases, means that data on
income, education, ethnicity, or place of work is not currently available. In these cases, 2006 Census data
has been referenced.

3.1

HISTORIC AND FORECASTED POPULATION FIGURES

The City has seen rapid growth in the last thirty years, growing ten‐fold between 1981 and 2011. The
following figure illustrates that Vaughan has consistently experienced rapid growth since 1981 and it is
anticipated that this level of growth will continue to 2031 (albeit at a somewhat slower rate), reaching a
population of 416,600 according to the 2010 Vaughan Official Plan. At present, the forecasts only
extend to 2031, making longer‐term planning difficult. As of December 31, 2012, the Region of York
estimates the City of Vaughan’s population to be approximately 311,200.
Figure 3: City of Vaughan Historic and Forecasted Population Growth (1981‐2031)
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Sources: 1981 to 2011 – Statistics Canada Census Data; 2016 to 2026 – York Region (2012); 2031 – City of Vaughan Official Plan

For the purposes of the 2013 ATMP, Vaughan has been divided into six communities, as seen on Map 1
on the following page; note: this map is not intended to depict current or future growth boundaries.
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Current forecasts suggest that Vaughan is expected to grow by 105,400 persons between 2013 and
2031. To one degree or another, this growth will be accommodated in all areas of the City, both
through greenfield development and infill/intensification. Increases in compact dwelling types (e.g.,
apartments) and overall densities are expected. Vaughan’s Official Plan (2010) has identified a number
of corridors and mixed‐use centres that will accommodate a 45% intensification target. This increase in
compact dwelling types will have implications on the provision of municipal parks, recreation, and
library facilities. Vaughan will continue to experience facility pressures, particularly in areas of
intensification, coupled with the limited passive and active pursuits as higher densities are achieved,
while recognizing that residents may have more access to private communal facilities in intensification
areas.
The matter of when and where growth will occur is a complex issue. The City’s Official Plan3 (2010)
provides considerable direction in this regard; however, the precise details of development will be
determined through secondary plans and site‐specific applications over time. To date, several secondary
plans have been completed (e.g., Vaughan Metropolitan Centre), while others are currently being
prepared and some are yet to be initiated.
Map 2 on the following page illustrates the general location of Vaughan’s existing communities, along
with current and potential future residential growth areas (note: nothing on this map is intended to
delineate existing or future growth boundaries). This information has been compiled from the 2010
Official Plan and information provided by the City’s Policy Planning Department. The purpose of this
map is to illustrate at a high level the general areas where future growth may occur, so that future
needs can be identified through this Active Together Master Plan.
Specifically, Map 2 identifies areas of current growth, potential future greenfield development, and
residential intensification areas. Additional residential growth may occur outside of the areas identified
on the map; however, this growth is likely to be of a lower magnitude. Note that areas of
predominantly employment growth are not shown on the map.
Much of the City’s ongoing development was approved under OPA 600 or a pre‐existing secondary plan,
and is made up of primarily residential development organized around local centres. These include:
•
•
•

Carrville – Blocks 10, 11, 12, 17, and 18
Vellore – Blocks 33 West, 39, 40, and 47
Kleinburg – Block 61 (Nashville Heights)

Vaughan’s New Community Areas – i.e., areas of future residential growth as defined in the Vaughan
Official Plan (2010) – are located in the following areas and will be the subject of secondary plans. They
are to be planned as complete communities.
•
•

Block 27 – North of the existing Maple community
Block 41 – North of the Vellore community

3

The City of Vaughan Official Plan was adopted by Council in September 2010, modified and endorsed by Regional
Council in June 2012, and subsequently appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board.
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The Vaughan Official Plan (2010) also provides for a new secondary plan, which will take residential
development to the northern boundaries of the original Kleinburg‐Nashville Community Plan. This will
permit the development of parts of Blocks 62 (Nashville Village and the Huntington Road Community)
and Block 55 (the Kipling Avenue Community). This plan, the North Kleinburg‐Nashville Secondary Plan,
was adopted by Vaughan Council in September 2010 and has been approved by the Ontario Municipal
Board.
Intensification areas will be the primary locations for the accommodation of Vaughan’s 45%
intensification target. They consist of a hierarchy of mixed‐use centres, including:
•

The Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC), which will accommodate a wide range of residential,
office, retail, cultural and civic uses and become the City’s downtown. The VMC will be the
location of the tallest buildings and most intense concentration of development. The VMC
Secondary Plan was adopted by Council in September 2010 and has been appealed to the
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB).

•

Primary Centres will be locations for predominantly mixed‐use high and mid‐rise buildings that
will be built as compact, pedestrian friendly, transit supportive and complete communities.
Primary Centres that include residential development are as follows:
o Yonge St.‐Steeles Ave. Intersection: Currently subject to the Yonge‐Steeles Corridor
Secondary Plan, adopted by Council in September 2010. Currently appealed to the OMB.
o Vaughan Mills Centre: The Vaughan Mills Centre Secondary Plan study is currently being
prepared.
o Weston Road and Highway 7 (west of Highway No. 400): The preparation of a secondary
plan for this area is planned.
o Steeles West: Approved under Official Plan Amendment No. 620.
o Bathurst St. and Centre St. (Promenade): Subject to a future secondary plan study.

•

Local Centres will provide the mixed‐use focus for their respective communities at a lower scale
and more limited range of uses. There is at least one such centre in each Vaughan community.
Similarly, the map identifies a number of areas that may be subject to site‐specific plans for
residential development.

•

Additional mixed‐use residential and/or employment intensification will also be examined along
Primary Intensification Corridors (not shown on Map 2), including Regional Corridors (e.g.,
Highway 7/Centre Street and Yonge Street) and local corridors (e.g., Jane Street and Major
Mackenzie Drive). Two examples currently underway are the Centre Street Study in Thornhill
and the Maple GO Secondary Plan study on the north side of Major Mackenzie Drive in Maple.

To help quantify when and where growth may occur, population forecasts generated by the Region of
York have been examined. These forecasts were created for the benefit of the Region’s Official Plan
(2010) and represent one possible growth scenario. While they are aligned (at a regional level) to the
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, they have not been adjusted to account for 2011 Census
data. These forecasts will be used in concert with other demand factors, such as geographic distribution
and participation trends, to assist in the identification of long‐term infrastructure requirements within
the context of this Plan. The unique characteristics of the centres (i.e., VMC, Primary Centres, and Local
Centres) will also need to be taken into consideration, such as total population, density and
demographics in arriving at the appropriate mix of services. Maps 3, 4, and 5 illustrate population by
gross density based on the Region of York’s traffic zone forecasts for 2011, 2021, and 2031.
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The community‐specific population projections used in this Plan are based on the most recent traffic
zone forecasts provided by the Region of York; they have been updated from the dataset contained in
the 2008 ATMP. While these forecasts are consistent with Vaughan’s citywide targets to the year 2031,
the location and timing of growth is more uncertain and will be impacted by a variety of factors
including market conditions, availability of services, the outcomes of a number of secondary plans,
ongoing appeals to the Ontario Municipal Board, and future development applications.
Although a detailed assessment of growth patterns is beyond the scope of this project, these area‐
specific forecasts were reviewed against the City’s “Where and How to Grow” report (June 2009); this
report was used as background for the new Vaughan Official Plan and subsequent secondary plans, and
thus provides a filter through which to evaluate the Region of York traffic zone forecasts. In comparing
the various datasets, as well as major development applications approved since the growth forecasts
were derived, it is apparent that the population target for the Thornhill/Concord area is under‐
estimated and that a higher figure is warranted. Continued monitoring of planning and development
approvals and other influencing factors will be necessary to properly plan for parks, recreation, and
library infrastructure.
The following table illustrates the 2011 Census population for each community, as well as their 2021 and
2031 forecasted populations.
Table 1: Population Forecasts by Community, 2011‐2031
2011
2021
2031
Population % of City‐ Population % of City‐ Population % of City‐
(Census) wide Pop. (Forecast) wide Pop. (Forecast) wide Pop.

Population
Change
(2011‐2031)

Carrville

43,800

15%

59,700

17%

65,800

16%

22,000

Kleinburg/Nashville

5,000

2%

20,500

6%

24,900

6%

19,900

59,500

21%

61,700

17%

75,300

18%

15,800

66,200

23%

73,800

20%

84,700

20%

18,500

‐‐

‐‐

17,800

5%

28,100

7%

28,100

35,700

12%

47,400

13%

58,700

14%

23,000

Woodbridge

78,100

27%

79,600

22%

79,100

19%

1,000

Total

288,300

100%

360,400

100%

416,600

100%

128,300

Maple
(see Note 1 below)

Thornhill/Concord
(see Note 2 below)

Vaughan
Metropolitan Centre
Vellore
(see Note 3 below)

Sources: 2011 data – Statistics Canada (Census Profile. 2011 Census. Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 98‐316‐XWE. Ottawa.
Released October 24 2012); 2021 and 2031 data – York Region (2012)

Notes:
1. For the purpose of this study, Maple includes the Block 27 New Community Area.
2. Should residential intensification targets be realized in Thornhill/Concord, this area could experience
additional growth over and above the forecasts in the following table.
3. For the purpose of this study, Vellore includes the Block 41 New Community Area.
4. These population estimates have been compiled for the purposes of this Active Together Master Plan only.
Population counts in areas outside of the identified communities have been associated with the nearest
community; as such, no “rural” or “employment area” population has been recorded. These figures have not
been adjusted for under‐coverage. Totals may not add due to rounding.
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All communities are expected to grow by 2031. Most notably, the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre is
forecasted to grow by approximately 28,100 people (note: the population target established in the VMC
secondary plan is 25,000 residents). Vellore (23,000), Carrville (22,000), Kleinburg/Nashville (19,900),
Thornhill/Concord (18,500+), and Maple (15,800) are also expected to accommodate considerable
population growth. Woodbridge is forecasted for more modest growth (1,000 persons).

Brief Profiles of Vaughan’s Communities
While each of the City’s new residential communities and intensification areas may have particular
parks, recreation, and/or library requirements, grouping them into larger communities allows for their
needs to be evaluated from a broader perspective, with more detailed and area‐specific analyses to be
undertaken at the appropriate time, such as when preparing secondary plans or at the time of the 5‐
year Official Plan Review. Based on Census data and information presented in this section, a brief
profile of each of the six communities has been developed.
Carrville
Carrville is a new residential development area that currently had a 2011 estimated population of
43,800. This is one of the youngest communities in Vaughan given that it is popular among young
families. As of 2011, approximately 63% of the population was under the age of 39. Generally
speaking, residents of Carrville have higher incomes and are well educated. This community also has
a notable visible minority population, particularly residents of South Asian descent.
This area includes ongoing residential development in Blocks 10, 11, 12, 17 and 18, as well as future
growth in the Carrville Local Centre. The 2031 forecast estimates a population of 65,800.
Kleinburg/Nashville
Note: Kleinburg has been combined with the newly developing residential area of Nashville (Block
61) for the purposes of this plan.
The Village of Kleinburg is one of the oldest communities in Vaughan and has a proud heritage.
Kleinburg is a generally small residential area (estimated 2011 population of 5,000) that is bordered
by rural areas and somewhat isolated, but is seeing modest growth in some surrounding areas,
including Nashville Heights to the south. The area contains a mix of a high proportion of households
with larger families as well as older residents, many of whom are either single or two‐person
households. Residents in this area are also characterized as having higher levels of income and
education. The York Catholic District School Board is proposing a new elementary school (2015) in
this area due to growth. Past research has indicated that outdoor recreation activities and trails are
highly valued by Kleinburg residents; in fact, building on this is one of the goals of the Kleinburg
Economic Development Strategy (2011).
This area includes future residential development in Blocks 55, 61, and 62, as well as the Historic
Kleinburg Village Local Centre. The 2031 forecast estimates a population of 24,900.
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Maple
The community of Maple (2011 estimated population of 59,500) has experienced rapid growth over
the last decade with residential expansion, which has attracted many young families to the
community. As a result, Maple is one of Vaughan’s younger communities but is beginning to mature.
As of 2011, approximately 55% of the population was under the age of 39. Like the Carrville area,
Maple residents generally have higher levels of income and are well educated. Maple is also
becoming more ethnically diverse, with South Asian descent representing the largest minority
group, followed by Black and Southeast Asian.
This area includes future residential development in the Vaughan Mills Primary Centre and Historic
Maple Village Local Centre, as well as Block 27 (subject to secondary plan approval). The 2031
forecast estimates a population of 75,300.
Thornhill/Concord
Note: Thornhill has been combined with the largely industrial and commercial area of Concord for
the purposes of this plan.
Thornhill/Concord (2011 estimated population of 66,200) is the City’s most densely populated area
accounting for almost 23% of the City’s inhabitants. Thornhill/Concord is the oldest community in
Vaughan and its population is aging. As of 2011, 54% of the population was over the age of 40. Due
to this maturing population, the York Catholic District School Board indicates that Thornhill is
experiencing declining student enrolment. Residents in Thornhill/Concord generally have higher
levels of income and are highly educated. Thornhill/Concord is also one of the most ethnically
diverse communities in Vaughan, largely represented by Chinese, South Asian, and Filipino descent.
This area includes future residential development in the Bathurst St. & Centre St., Yonge St. &
Steeles Ave., and Steeles West Primary Centres, as well as the Concord and Historic Thornhill Village
Local Centres. The 2031 forecast estimates a population of 84,700. As mentioned earlier, potential
mid‐ and high‐rise residential intensification could adjust this target significantly upward.
Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC)
From the Vaughan Official Plan: “The Vaughan Metropolitan Centre will become the City’s downtown.
It will be a place of regional importance centred on the planned subway station at Highway 7 and
Millway Avenue. The Vaughan Metropolitan Centre is a strategic location for the concentration of the
highest densities and widest mix of uses in the City, allowing it to become a multi‐faceted and
dynamic place to live, work, shop and play, attracting activity throughout the day.”
This area includes future residential development in portions of Blocks 22, 23, 29, and 30 (Highway 7,
east of Highway 400). The VMC has only a nominal population at present and is forecasted to grow
to 28,100 persons by 2031 according to the Region’s projections. The VMC Secondary Plan indicates
that the area The VMC boundary area is intended to accommodate a minimum of 12,000 residential
units (approximately 25,000 people) by 2031.
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Vellore
In 2011, the Vellore area had an estimated population of 35,700 and continues to experience
significant growth. Vellore is one of Vaughan’s youngest communities. It is estimated that
approximately 64% of Vellore’s residents are under the age of 39. Similar to the communities of
Carrville and Maple, Vellore is popular among young families. As a result, the York Catholic District
School Board is proposing to develop two new schools (2013 and 2014) in this area to accommodate
future demand. Vellore residents generally have higher incomes and are well educated. This area
can also be characterized as having a high visible minority population, including residents of South
Asian descent.
This area includes ongoing residential development in Blocks 33 West, 39, 40, and 47, as well as
future residential development in the Vellore Local Centre and Block 41 (subject to secondary plan
approval). The 2031 forecast estimates a population of 58,700.
Woodbridge
Woodbridge is Vaughan’s largest community with an estimated 2011 population of 78,100. This
community is generally aging. The estimated 2011 population suggests that approximately 52% of
the population is over the age of 40, and it is anticipated that this aging trend will continue. Due to
this maturing population, some schools in the southern portion of this community are experiencing
declining enrolment. Similar to other communities in Vaughan, residents in Woodbridge are
generally well educated with higher levels of income. This community also has a large Italian
population, but like other areas of Vaughan, it is quickly becoming more culturally diverse, with a
large visible minority group of South Asian descent, particularly in new residential areas.
This area includes future residential development in the Weston Rd. & Highway 7 Primary Centre
(Highway 7, west of Highway 400) and Historic Woodbridge Village Local Centre. The 2031 forecast
estimates a population of 79,100.

3.2

AGE COMPOSITION

The age composition of a community can be a useful indicator of the types of services that will be
demanded in that community. For example, communities with a higher proportion of children and youth
typically have a higher demand for more active forms of recreation such as soccer or waterplay, while
communities with a higher proportion of older adults often have a higher demand for more passive
activities such as low impact fitness and lifelong learning opportunities.
According to the 2011 Census, Vaughan’s median age is 37.9 years, which is slightly younger than the
Region’s median age of 39.3 and the Provincial median age of 40.4. Despite its younger profile,
Vaughan’s population is aging as a whole, with the median age increasing by two years since the 2006
Census (35.9 years).
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Figure 4: Vaughan Population Pyramids; 2011 and 2031
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The following table identifies the City’s 2011 age breakdown by major age category, along with
projections for 2021 and 2031. For 2011, Census data was used while the Region’s forecasts were used
for 2021 and 2031. It bears noting that the Census data is under‐counted (the current population
estimate is 311,200) and that the Region’s forecasts were created without the benefit of 2011 Census
data, which may affect the population modelling.
Table 2: Population Forecasts by Age Group, 2011 to 2031
2011
2021

2031

Growth
(2011‐2031)

Age Group

Census

%

Forecast

%

Forecast

%

0 to 19

79,100

27%

84,300

23%

90,200

22%

11,100

14%

20 to 34

53,000

18%

72,100

20%

76,200

18%

23,200

44%

35 to 49

70,900

25%

78,600

22%

89,300

21%

18,300

26%

50 to 59

38,100

13%

52,000

14%

54,400

13%

16,300

43%

60+

47,100

16%

73,400

20%

106,400

26%

59,300

126%

Total

288,300

100%

360,400

100%

416,600

100%

128,300

44%

Sources: Statistics Canada (2011 Census); York Region (2012)
Totals may not add due to rounding

This data suggests that all age cohorts will see positive growth to the year 2031. Continued population
growth will result in increased pressures and demands across all age groups, particularly in areas of
intensification and where young families are attracted to live.
The 2011 age profile for Vaughan illustrates 70% of the City’s population is currently under the age of
50. However, as the baby boomer generation (now age 49 to 67) ages, the median age in the City is
expected to rise. To illustrate this, the number of older adults (age 60+) in Vaughan is forecasted to
more than double by 2031, growing from 47,100 persons in 2011 (representing 16% of the population)
to 106,400 persons in 2031 (representing 26% of the population). Nevertheless, although the City’s

City of Vaughan / Vaughan Public Libraries
June 2013

22

ACTIVE TOGETHER MASTER PLAN
Parks, Recreation & Libraries

population profile is changing over the next twenty years, all age groups are anticipated to experience
growth. The ‘greying’ of the population is a common demographic trend that is being observed across
Canada, and Vaughan’s population can be expected to continue to age throughout the foreseeable
future. As a result, Vaughan may experience slightly greater demand and pressures for facilities,
programs, and services for older adults and seniors.
Conversely, slower growth (14%) is forecasted for the 0 to 19 age group. As a proportion of the
population, the 0 to 19 age group is anticipated to decline from 28% to 22% between 2011 and 2031.
However, there is evidence that growth in younger cohorts may be stronger than what is currently
forecasted – 2011 Census data indicates that the number of children ages 0 to 4 across Canada
increased by 11% since 2006, which is the most significant growth in this category since the baby boom
following the Second World War. This is due to an increase in fertility rates and the baby boom echo
being of prime child‐bearing age. Continued monitoring of population forecasts is recommended.

3.3

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Income can also influence participation in parks, recreation and library activities. Research indicates
that, generally speaking, high levels of income tend to correlate with higher levels of participation in
leisure activities. The City offers a RecAssist program, which provides financial assistance subsidies to
those living under the Low Income Cut Off (LICO).
As illustrated in the following graphic, the 2006 Census reported that the median income in Vaughan
was $84,312 for all census families, considerably higher compared to the province, but lower compared
to the Region. Individual household earnings in Vaughan were generally on par with the Region, and
again higher than the Province. Based solely on income alone, this could indirectly infer that general
participation rates in Vaughan are higher compared to the Province, but marginally lower compared to
the Region of York as a whole.
Figure 5: Median income in 2005
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$84,312

$88,872
$69,156
$33,673

$50,000

$32,505

$29,335

$‐
Families

Vaughan

Individuals ( 15 Years and Older)

York Region

Ontario

Source: Statistics Canada (2006 Census)

The cost of living is also higher in Vaughan. According to York Region, in 2010, the average price of a
new and resale detached dwelling in Vaughan for is $621,175 and $551,881, respectively, considerably
higher than the regional average of $566,110 and $551,811, respectively.4 The average monthly rent for
4

York Region. Living in York Region: Our community check‐up. Context indicators workbook. 2011
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an apartment in Vaughan in 2010 was $1,144, $76 and $164 more than the regional and provincial
averages, respectively.5 Despite these challenges, Vaughan has a lower proportion of lower income
residents (11%) compared to the Region (13%) and the Province (14%).
Furthermore, York Region’s Vital Signs suggest that the increasing gap between the rich and the poor is
impacting individuals and community prosperity, which in turn, can negatively affect residents’ level of
participation in parks, recreation, and library pursuits. Affordable parks, recreation, and library
opportunities is a critical consideration in order to engage households with financial barriers through the
provision of low to no‐fee activities and programs.

3.4

EDUCATION

The level of education can also impact participation rates, with many studies correlating higher
participation levels with higher degrees of education (e.g., generally, the greater the level of educational
attainment, the more likely they are to participate in recreational and library activities). Among those
age 15 years or older, Vaughan generally shares the same level of education as the province, but lower
than the Region (2006 Census data). Vaughan has a higher proportion of university educated residents
(29%) compared to the Province (24%), but lower than the Region (32%). Solely based on education
attainment alone, it can be expected that residents of the broader Region of York are more likely to
participate in parks, recreation and library activities compared to Vaughan residents.
Figure 6: Educational Attainment, City of Vaughan (Population 15 years and older)
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Source: Statistics Canada (2006 Census)

5

Ibid
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3.5

IMMIGRATION, ETHNICITY AND LANGUAGE

According to the 2006 Census, nearly 45% of Vaughan’s population is represented by immigrants, many
of whom are of Italian, Jewish, and Eastern European descent. This figure is growing – research
undertaken for the Vaughan Public Libraries Strategic Plan 2012‐2015 suggests the foreign‐born
population may now account for 53% of Vaughan residents and could increase to 60% by 2015. Based
on estimates from the 2011 National Household Survey6, the City (46%) has a higher percentage of
immigrants than the Region (45%) and considerably more than the Province (29%). Approximately 51%
of immigrants arrived before 1991, 26% arrived between 1991 and 2000, and 23% arrived between 2001
and 2011.
Estimates from the 2011 National Household Survey7 indicate that 31% of Vaughan’s population are also
visible minorities, lower than the regional average (43%), but greater than the provincial average (26%).
This visible minority population is largely represented by residents of South Asian descent (31%),
followed by Chinese (15%). Based on the immigration trends observed throughout the GTA, it is
anticipated that the proportion of immigrants will continue to increase, particularly from countries such
as Russia, India, and Ukraine8, given that immigrants are attracted to areas with established ethnic
communities, families, and social ties. This strong level of ethnic diversity influences demand for non‐
traditional programs, services, and activities, encouraging an integrated social support system immigrant
groups typically seek.
Recently released data from the 2011 Census indicates that 46% of residents reported that their mother
tongue is English. Approximately 54% of residents’ mother tongue is a non‐official language. These
proportions are similar to the reporting from the 2006 Census. The most common non‐official mother
tongue is Italian (28%), followed by Russian (13%), and Chinese/Cantonese (6%). The 2011 Census also
reported that English is the most common language spoken at home (66%), while 26% speak a non‐
official language. The most common non‐official language spoken at home is Italian (19%), followed by
Russian (17%), and Chinese/Cantonese (8%) As a result, the increasing diversity among languages will
continue to drive the need for a variety of multi‐lingual services, staff, and materials.

3.6

PLACE OF WORK AND MODE OF TRANSPORTATION

The 2006 Census reported that 126,365 residents (15 years or older) were employed, representing over
53% of the 2006 population. This proportion is shared with the Region and is slightly higher than the
provincial average (51%).
Despite being a significant employment centre in its own right, the City of Vaughan has a large
commuter population, with 54% of the employment base working in other communities in York Region,
throughout the GTA, and the province. Nearly 29% of the workforce work in Vaughan, and the
remaining 17% work at home, have no fixed work address, or work outside of Canada. Conversely, many
non‐residents are also employed within Vaughan, which may impact local facilities and parks. This large
commuter base has a noteworthy impact on the provision of parks, recreation, and library facilities,
6

The National Household Survey was a voluntary, self‐administered survey conducted for the first time in 2011 as a replacement for the long
census questionnaire. Due to the survey methodology, the City of Vaughan data has a non‐response rate of 23.2%, which may affect data
quality.
7
Ibid.
8
Public Interest Strategy & Communications. Vaughan Profiles. Toronto: Public Interest Strategy & Communications. 2009.
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particularly with respect to greater demands for ‘prime‐time’ activities as well as those that can be self‐
scheduled depending on one’s availability.
Given that over half of employed residents work in surrounding communities, Vaughan is an auto‐
oriented community where nearly 88% of the workforce travels by private vehicle to work as a driver or
passenger. As of 2006, less than 10% of the workforce travelled by public transportation and the
remaining 2% travelled on foot, bicycle, or other mode of transportation. The provision of high quality
infrastructure such as sidewalks and cycle lanes is key to encouraging non‐motorized alternatives to
transportation to reduce traffic congestion and promote a healthy, active lifestyle. According to York
Region’s Context indicators (2011), 42% of Vaughan’s streets have sidewalks, slightly lower than the
Regional average (46%). At the time, Vaughan was also recognized to have a total of 36 kilometres of
cycle lanes, of which 28 kilometres were located in urban areas. The City continues to work to expand its
trails and active transportation systems through implementation of pedestrian and bicycle network
strategies and the updated Transportation Master Plan.
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