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Agenda
1. Overview of Sustainable New Communities / 

Sustainability Metrics Program
2. General Updates to the Program
3. Key Information from Partner Municipalities

• Brampton
• Markham
• Richmond Hill
• Vaughan

4. Q & A



Partner Municipalities
• Brampton, Vaughan, Richmond Hill & now Markham
• Collectively covers 850 km2 and over 1.5 million residents
• Importance of consistency across borders
• Program names:

• Brampton  
 Sustainable New Communities

• Markham, Richmond Hill, Vaughan
 Sustainability Metrics



Overview of Program
Purpose

• Complete communities, innovation, trends
• Consistency across municipalities

Why was an update needed?
• Progress in best practices for sustainable development;
• Changes to provincial legislation, and regional / local 

plans
• Revisions to City plans, policies, and guidelines; and
• Meeting the City’s climate action goals and targets



Overview of Program
Milestones

Metrics in effect as of July 1, 
2022, in Brampton



Overview of Program
General Process

Sustainability 
Assessment 

Tool

Outcome: 
Score and 
summary

Block Plan
Draft Plan 
Site Plan
ZBA (Brampton)

Dev Application 
Review

Excel or 
Web-based



General Updates to the Program
Metrics and Thresholds

• Updated to reflect recent changes to OBC, industry trends, etc.
• Scoring system:

• Themes/categories

Performance level Bronze, Silver, Gold

Minimum score threshold
Draft Plan: 27 points
Site Plan: 41 points
Block Plan: 14 points

Built Environment Mobility Natural Environment and Parks

Infrastructure and Buildings Innovation

7



General Updates to the Program
Guidebook & Application Tool

• New format – more user friendly
• More comprehensive information related to documentation requirements
• Slight variations in each municipality’s Guidebook



Key Information from Partners
Brampton – Overview 
• Updated Sustainable New Communities Program 

was unanimously approved by Council on May 4th, 
2022, and officially launched on July 1st, 2022 

• Update includes an improved Sustainability 
Assessment Tool which encompasses the new 
metrics/thresholds & new Summary and Snapshot
• New tool streamlines process for applicants; no longer 

need to provide an additional summary report

• After the application is reviewed, comments are provided 
from staff under the same single verification report



Key Information from Partners
Brampton – IB-12 Metric 
• As of January 1, 2023, there will be one mandatory metric: IB-12: Building Energy 

Efficiency, Greenhouse Gas Reduction, And Resilience 

• New development proposals must achieve the “Good” level of IB-12

• The mandatory metric will help the City achieve its GHG reductions outlined in the 
Community Energy Emissions Reduction Plan (CEERP)



Key Information from Partners
Brampton – IB-12 Requirements 

Part 9 Residential 
Buildings

Part 3 Buildings – Multi-Unit 
Residential, Office and Retail All Other Part 3 Buildings

Achieve ENERGY STAR® for 
New Homes version 17.1 or R-
2000® requirements, or 
equivalent.

Submission

Requirement

Achieve whole-building performance 
metrics related to:
- Total Energy Use Intensity
- Thermal Energy Demand Intensity
- Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Intensity

Achieve at least a 15% 
improvement in energy efficiency 
over the Ontario Building Code 
SB-10, Division 3 (2017) 
reference building.

Letter of Commitment Energy Model Report & 
Documentation

Energy Model Report & 
Documentation



Key Information from Partners
Brampton – Website & Sustainability Assessment Tool 
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/GrowGreen/Pages/Building_New_Green_Communities.aspx

https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/GrowGreen/Pages/Building_New_Green_Communities.aspx


Key Information from Partners
Markham
- Strategic Context

- Council endorsement of minimum sustainability scores

- Where we are in the process



Markham Official Plan, 2014
Policy 6.2.3.1
“To consider the application of innovative sustainable design practices 
… and building design through the development approval process 
and in particular, through the application of a sustainable development 
checklist …”

Markham Municipal Energy Plan
“The Green Standard seeks to encourage high quality construction 
while incrementally increasing the energy performance of new 
buildings and community design.”

Strategic Context



Council Endorsed Minimum Sustainability Scores

Plan of Subdivision 194 27 - 40 41 - 49 50 - 194

Total Points 
Available

Bronze Silver Gold

Site Plan 241 41 - 61 62 - 75 76 - 241

Recommended minimum performance scores based on Metrics related to exterior design

Total Points 
Available

Bronze Silver Gold

Site Plan 241 55 - 81 82 - 101 102 - 241

Recommended minimum performance scores for Mid and High Rise Residential and Mixed-use replacing 
Current LEED Silver requirement 



Project Timeline
We Are Here

Markham joins 
partnership

Background 
Analysis

Draft 
Metrics 
Update

Consultation
Final 

Sustainability 
Metrics

Phase 1
Spring 2019 – Winter 2021

Morrison Hershfield 
Report

Stakeholder Consultation

BILD 
Working 
Group

Minimum 
Performance 

Scoring 
Study

Phase 2
Winter 2021– Spring 2022

Implementation 
Framework

Program 
Updates

Phase 3
Summer 2022– Summer 2023

Finalize scoring tool and 
guidance materials

Internal Consultation

External Outreach

Launch Metrics in  2023

Report to DSC on 
energy performance

Comprehensive review 
of incentives

Online scoring tool

City 
Builder 
Forum

Council Endorsement



Key Information from Partners
Richmond Hill

• Eligibility
• SMP not applicable to block plans 

• SMP Guidebook: RH-specific nuances
• E.g. Waste and Light Pollution metrics 

reflect requirements of respective By-Laws

• Updated Sustainability Assessment Tool

• Summary report and score 



Key Information from Partners
Richmond Hill

• Timing and transition considerations 
• Metrics submissions received by December 31, 2022:

can continue using CURRENT program

• All Metrics submissions received after January 1, 2023:
subject to NEW program 

• Richmond Hill Community Improvement Plan (CIP) –
exploring incentive options 

Additional information and resources: RichmondHill.ca/SustainabilityMetrics

http://www.richmondhill.ca/sustainabilitymetrics


01/01/2023

01/01/2023Sustainability Metrics Program Update Automatic calculation of 
Sustainability Score

A Summary Report can be generated 
at any time - online and as a PDF

Drop-down menu for easy 
navigation between themes

Richmond Hill Sustainability Metrics Program
Screen shots from updated Sustainability Assessment Tool (SAT)



Displays points achieved vs. 
total points possible, in real timeQuick links to relevant Metrics 

in program Guidebook

TIP: Indicate where in your 
application submission evidence 
for each metric can be found 



Qualifier questions, when answered “yes” will introduce a 
second question and a dropdown menu with answer options 



TIP: Save as you go!  Users can save, exit 
and return to the application at any point.



TIP: Preview your Summary Report at any 
point to see how your application will score!

TIP: Evidence is key!



Vaughan
 Updated SMP unanimously approved by Council on May 3rd, 2022, and 

will officially launch January 2023

 Service Vaughan, Vaughan’s online application process and is a 
seamless integration into development application process 

 Silver threshold is required for applications in Intensification Areas as
defined in Schedule 1 of Vaughan’s Official Plan.

 IB-18 Bird Safe Design – Vaughan’s Bird Safe treatment standards is 
mandatory for all development applications. 

https://www.vaughan.ca/cityhall/departments/dp/
Pages/Sustainability-Metrics.aspx

Key Information from Partners

https://www.vaughan.ca/cityhall/departments/dp/Pages/Sustainability-Metrics.aspx


Key Information from Partners
Current Sustainability Metrics – Sustainability Assessment Tools (SAT)

Sustainability 
Assessment 

Tool



Service Vaughan

Key Information from Partners

Each SAT is automatically 
associated to eligible 

development applications.

https://www.vaughan.ca/Service_Vaughan/Pages/default.aspx


Questions and Contacts
Primary contacts for each partner municipality

• Constance Tsang, City of Brampton – constance.tsang@brampton.ca

• Prasanth C Varughese, City of Markham – pvarughese@markham.ca

• Derek Lau, City of Richmond Hill – derek.lau@richmondhill.ca

• Krysten Bates, City of Richmond Hill – krysten.bates@richmondhill.ca

• Christine Lee, City of Vaughan – christine.lee@vaughan.ca

mailto:constance.tsang@brampton.ca
mailto:pvarughese@richmondhill.ca
mailto:derek.lau@richmondhill.ca
mailto:krysten.bates@richmondhill.ca
mailto:hristine.lee@vaughan.ca


Thank you for attending!
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