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APPENDIX 1 
Street Tree Technical Details 

BOULEVARD PLANTING GENERAL NOTES  
(City of Vaughan, 2007) 
 
1. Provide sample of shredded bark chip mulch prior to construction. 
2.  Provide topsoil testing results prior to construction. 
3.  Orient trees for best appearance. 
4.  No tree pits shall be left open overnight. 
5.  Any tree replaced during maintenance period requires 2” x 2” 

wooden stakes (6’0”) as opposed to ‘T’ bars. 
6. All trees not meeting City of Vaughan standards will be removed 

and replaced at no expense to the city. 
7. All stakes and accessories shall be removed prior to the inspection 

for subdivision maintenance.  
8. Straighten all leaning trees prior to inspection for subdivision 

maintenance. 
9. Corrective pruning shall be completed prior to inspection for 

subdivision maintenance in accordance of industry standards, 
including the removal of: 

 -One whorl of branches from the lower crown 
 -Dead or broken branches  
 -Trunk suckers 
 -Co-dominant leaders 
10. Top dress any settlement area with topsoil and sod prior   to 

subdivision assumption.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOULEVARD TREE PLANTING SPECIFICATIONS  
(City of Vaughan, 2007) 
 
1. General 
The specifications are to be read in conjunction with the standard City 
boulevard tree planting details and the Canadian Nursery Trades 
Association Standards for Nursery Stock manual.  Trees, topsoil and 
planting methods must meet the standards and specifications of the 
CNTA to be accepted by the City. 
 
2. Topsoil Requirements 
The City requires the entire planting area, outside the sidewalk, curb 
and driveway materials, will be filled with topsoil to a depth of 450mm.  
Prior to provision of the topsoil the Owner must provide a soils report 
which confirms the topsoil, to be utilized on the site, meets the 
horticultural standards noted herein.  Submissions are to include the 
name of the development project, 19T or 65M number, streets to be 
planted in and the location of the topsoil source for viewing by City 
staff.  Two copies of the written report, results and recommendations 
are to be provided to the City for review and approval. 
 
2.1 All topsoil must be screened, fertile, friable, natural loam 
containing 4% minimum organic matter for clay loams and 2% 
minimum organic matter for sandy loams.  Acidity of topsoil shall 
range from 6.0pH to 7.5pH (levels of NPK an Mg are to be noted).  It 
shall be free of any mixture of subsoil, clay lumps, stones and roots 
over 50mm in diameter as well as any foreign objects, and shall be 
reasonably free of weeds and weed seeds. 
 
2.2 Test topsoil from source providing 0.5kg samples to an approved 
testing laboratory, and indicate present use, type of subsoil and quality 
of drainage.  Prepare and ship the samples in accordance with 
Provincial regulations and testing laboratory requirements. 
 
2.3 The testing must identify if the following are present in harmful 
levels; atrazene, salts, pre-emergent herbicides growth inhibitors or 
soil sterilants and heavy metals. 
 
2.4 Should the test results indicate the topsoil is not satisfactory the 
report shall include recommendations to improve the soil.  The City 
reserves the right to reject topsoil that does not meet the standards. 
 

2.5 In soils with low moisture holding capacities the City may direct 
the owner to apply Urea based polymers or Hydrogel to the planting 
soils. 
 
2.6 When excavating the planting area, to install the topsoil, a 
continuous trench will be created. These trenches and/or planting 
pits shall not be left open overnight. 
 
3. Stakeout of Boulevard Tree Locations (Forestry Department)  
City of Vaughan Forestry Department is to be given 24 hours notice 
of tree planting stakeout meeting with consultant.  Prior to the 
installation, a stakeout of boulevard tree locations is to be 
undertaken by the owner, to the approval of the City.  The owner 
shall ensure all underground utilities (existing and proposed) are 
staked out prior to the boulevard tree stake out.  The landscape 
consultant and the City may, at their discretion, redistribute tree 
locations, prior to planting, in order to minimize conflicts with 
utilities, driveways, and intersection visibility.  The following 
distances are to be ensured in the location of trees within the 
boulevard: 
·   Not less than 1.0 metre from underground utilities, driveways, 

sidewalks, curbs, and utility pedestals. 
· Not less than 3.0 metres from hydro transformers and fire 

hydrants. 
·    Not less than 0.9 metres from underground gas utilities. 
·   Not less than 3.0 metres from light poles for smaller ornamental/ 

flowering and columnar street tree species.  Not less than 5.0 
metres from light poles for regular-sized street tree species. 

·   Not less than 10.0 metres from stop signs, subject to the 
approval of the City's Engineering Dept. 

 
4. Tree Conditions 
4.1 All trees must meet the highest standard of the Canadian 
Nursery Trades Associations Standard for Nursery Stock. 
 
4.2 All trees shall have only one un-pruned and undamaged central 
leader.  The branching shall be evenly spaced.  Minimum Height to 
first branch 1.8m. 
 
4.3 Trees shall not exhibit any mechanical damage (straight trunk 
clear of any defects). 
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4.4 All trees must contain the tags regarding species, variety and 
source of the plant material by the Nursery. 
 
4.6 All root balls must be firm and securely wrapped in natural fibre 
and tied with biodegradable twine. 
 
4.7 Trees which adapt only to Spring planting will not be accepted for 
Fall plantings. 
 
4.8 Trees exhibiting weak graft unions will not be accepted. 
 
4.9 Previous two years twig or shoot elongation must be present as 
typical for any species. 
4.10 All plant material must be wrapped for transport, and must be 
removed prior to inspection on site. 
 
4.11 Only stock which has been certified, by the Nursery, as having 
been root pruned within the previous 36 months shall be accepted. 
 
5. Implementation 
5.1 All trees to be inspected upon delivery to subdivision by the  
Forestry Department and acceptability is at their discretion.  Request 
for inspection should be made through Parks Development 
Department. 
5.2 No planting holes will be deeper than the overall soil ball and the 
tree shall be planted with the rootball 75mm to 100mm above grade.    
Trees will be places so that main lateral branches are oriented away 
from the road. 
 
5.3 All trees must be thoroughly watered(15 to 20 gallons) at planting 
and on a monthly basis between the 15th of May and the 30th of 
November each year, until assumption.  The water should be applied 
slowly to prevent erosion and runoff.  This shall be certified by the 
Consultant at the time of request for the commencement of the 
Guarantee Maintenance period and again at Assumption. 
 
5.4 Deciduous trees are to be wrapped for the first year with burlap 
strip wrapping.  Coniferous trees are to be wrapped for the first year 
with burlap wrapping.  The City may require the wrap to be removed 
and replaced, by the Owner, during inspection periods.  
 

5.5 All trees are to receive an appropriate Spring and Fall 
application of slow release granular balanced (18-18-18) fertilizer
(25% SCU).  Application rate 170 grams per 50mm cal. Tree.  This 
shall be certified by the consulting landscape architect at the time of 
request for the commencement of the Guarantee Maintenance 
period and again at Assumption. 
 
5.6 The City may direct the Owner to apply a Chlorosis treatment.  
This shall be certified by the consulting landscape architect at the 
time of request for the commencement of the Guarantee 
Maintenance period and again at Assumption. 
 
5.7 All trees must be covered and kept in a moist condition if 
delivery and installation exceeds three hours. 
 
5.8 No wound dressing shall be applied to pruning cuts. 
 
5.9 No alteration to planting sites by third parties shall be accepted 
by the City.  
 
6. Certification Guarantee Maintenance Certification 
The consultant is to certify that all: 

· plant material was installed as per the details and specifications;  
· plant material is healthy condition for acceptance and in the 
ground 12 months; 
· landscape elements have been installed as per the details and 
specifications; and 
· As-builts are supplied (4 sets). 

 
Assumption Certification 
Drawings should be certified as previously required at Guarantee 
Maintenance but the plant material should be in an additional 13 
months. Exceptions should be noted.   
 
Note:  The date of the last consultant inspection 
will be current within 2 months of the request from 
engineering to be considered valid. 
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Street Tree Technical Details - City of Vaughan Standards 
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APPENDIX 2 
Street Tree Planting Details 

 
2.1 In-ground Planting 

NOTE:  Adapted from City of Toronto Urban Forestry Streetscape Manual (July 2007);  
Streetscape Planting Details proposed on the following pages are beyond the Region of York’s current standards.   

In-Ground Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with In-Ground Tree Planter and Concrete Sidewalk In-Ground Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with In-Ground Tree Planting and Concrete Sidewalk: Plan 
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In-Ground Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with In-Ground Tree Planter and Concrete 
Sidewalk: Section A - A 

In-Ground Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with In-Ground Tree Planting and Concrete Sidewalk: 
Section B - B 

NOTE:  Adapted from City of Toronto Urban Forestry Streetscape Manual (July 2007);  
Streetscape Planting Details proposed on the following pages are beyond the Region of York’s current standards.   
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In-Ground Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with In-Ground Tree Planter and Concrete 
Sidewalk: Section C - C 

In-Ground Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with In-Ground Tree Planting and Concrete 
Sidewalk: Tree Planting Specifications 

NOTE:  Adapted from City of Toronto Urban Forestry Streetscape Manual (July 2007);  
Streetscape Planting Details proposed on the following pages are beyond the Region of York’s current standards.   
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2.2 Elongated Bed Planting 

Elongated Bed Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with Planting bed and Concrete Sidewalk Elongated Bed Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with Planting bed and Concrete Sidewalk: Plan 

NOTE:  Adapted from City of Toronto Urban Forestry Streetscape Manual (July 2007);  
Streetscape Planting Details proposed on the following pages are beyond the Region of York’s current standards.   
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Elongated Bed Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with Extended Planting bed and Concrete Side-
walk: Plan 

Elongated Bed Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with Planting bed and Concrete Sidewalk: Section A - 
A 

NOTE:  Adapted from City of Toronto Urban Forestry Streetscape Manual (July 2007);  
Streetscape Planting Details proposed on the following pages are beyond the Region of York’s current standards.   
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Elongated Bed Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with Planting bed and Concrete Sidewalk: Section B - B Elongated Bed Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with Planting bed and Concrete Sidewalk: Section C - C 

NOTE:  Adapted from City of Toronto Urban Forestry Streetscape Manual (July 2007);  
Streetscape Planting Details proposed on the following pages are beyond the Region of York’s current standards.   
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Elongated Bed Planting—Continuous Soil Trench with Planting bed and Concrete Sidewalk: Tree 
Planting Specifications 

NOTE:  Adapted from City of Toronto Urban Forestry Streetscape Manual (July 2007);  
Streetscape Planting Details proposed on the following pages are beyond the Region of York’s current standards.   
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APPENDIX 3 
York Region Acceptable Street Tree Species List 
3.1  Full Sized Trees 
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3.2  Hydro Species 

The York Region Tree Planting Design Guide specifies certain 
parameters regarding trees being planted where overhead energized 
wires  are present.  In these locations, tree species whose mature 
form is relatively small should be selected.  Planting trees that will 
grow to full size within 3.0 metres of overhead wires should be 
avoided.   


