


ORGANIZATION FIRST NAME LAST NAME POSITION ADDRESS CITY/PROVINCE POSTAL CODE
FEDERAL AGENCIES
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada Environmental Assessment Coordination Unit 25 St. Clair Avenue East, 8th Floor Toronto, ON M4T 1M2
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada Consultation and Accommodation Unit 300 Sparks Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0H4
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada EA Coordinator 25 St. Clair Avenue East, 8th Floor Toronto, ON M4T 1M2
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency Regional Director, Ontario Region 55 St. Clair Avenue East, 9th Floor Toronto, ON M4T 1M2
Canadian National Railway Raymond Beshro Senior Officer, Community Planning and Development 935 de La Gauchetière Street West Montreal, QC H3B 2M9
Canadian National Railway Stefan Linder Manager, Public Works, Design and Construction 1 Administration Road, Station 515 Concord, ON L4K 1B9 
Canadian National Railway Dave A. Reynolds Manager, Engineering and Environmental Services 1 Administration Road, P.O. Box 1000 Concord, ON L4K 1B9 
Canadian Transportation Agency Ottawa, ON K1A 0N9
COSEWIC Secretariat Carolina Caceres Manager, Canadian Wildlife Services, Environment Canada 351 St. Joseph Boulevard, 16th Floor Gatineau, QC K1A 0N9
Environment Canada Sheila Allen Senior EA Officer Box 5050: 867 Lakeshore Road Burlington, ON L7R 4A6
Environment Canada Rob Dobos Manager, Environmental Assessment Section Box 5050: 867 Lakeshore Road Burlington, ON L7R 4A6
Environment Canada - Ontario Region Robert Gilmore 4905 Dufferin Street Downsview, ON M3H 5T4
Fisheries and Oceans Canada EA Coordinator, Habitat Management and Enhancement Division 200 Kent Street, 13th Floor, Station 13E228 Ottawa, ON K1A 0E6
Fisheries and Oceans Canada  Habitat Management Leader 867 Lakeshore Road Burlington  ON L7S 1A1
Fisheries and Oceans Canada / Coast Guard Colleen O’Meara Communications Manager, Central and Arctic Region Box 5050: 867 Lakeshore Road Burlington, ON L7R 4A6
Fisheries and Oceans Canada OGLA Brent Valere Senior Habitat Biologist, Southern Ontario District 3027 Harvester Road, Suite 304 Burlington, ON L7N 3G7
PROVINCIAL MINISTRIES
Infrastructure Ontario Neil D'Souza Manager, Asset Management 900 Bay Street, M1-34i Toronto, ON M7A 1N3
Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs Wendy Cornet Manager, Consultation Unit, Aboriginal Relations and Ministry Partnership Division 160 Bloor Street East, 9th Floor Toronto, ON M7A 2E6
Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs David Pickles Team Lead for EAs 9th Floor, 160 Bloor Street East Toronto ON M7A 2E6
Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs EA Coordinator 4th Floor, 160 Bloor Street East Toronto ON M7A 2E6 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs David Cooper Manager, Environmental and Land Use Policy Ontario Government Building 3rd Floor, 1 Stone Road West Guelph, ON N1G 4Y2
Ministry of Community Safety & Correctional Services Ali Veshkini Director George Drew Building, 25 Grosvenor Street, 17th Floor Toronto, ON M7A 2G8
Ministry of Infrastructure Andrew Theoharis Manager, Ontario Growth Secretariat 777 Bay Street, 4th Floor, Suite 425 Toronto, ON M5G 2ES
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Barbara Konyi Manager, Greater Horseshoe Greenbelt Section College Park, 14th Floor, 777 Bay Street Toronto, ON M5G 2E5
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Mark Christie Manager, Community Planning and Development, Central Municipal Services Office 777 Bay Street, 2nd Floor Toronto, ON M5G 2ES
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing EA Coordinator College Park, 17th Floor, 777 Bay Street Toronto, ON M5G 2E5
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Jason Borwick Area Biologist 50 Bloomington Road, West Aurora ON L4G 3G8
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Steven Strong District Planner, Aurora District 50 Bloomington Road West, R.R.#2 Aurora, ON L4G 3G8 
Ministry of the Environment Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 2 St. Clair Avenue West, Flood 12A Toronto ON M4V 1L5
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change Dan Delaquis Supervisor, Air, Pesticides and Environmental Planning 5775 Yonge Street, 9th Floor Toronto, ON M2M 4J1 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change Emilee O'Leary Environmental Resource Planner & EA Coordinator 5775 Yonge Street Toronto, ON M2M4J1
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change Paul Martin
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Karla Barboza Heritage Advisor, Cultural Services Unit, Programs and Service Branch 401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 Toronto, ON M7A 0A8
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Paula Kulpa Team Lead-Heritage Land Use Planning, Cultural Services Unit, Programs and Services Branch 401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 Toronto, ON M7A 0A8
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Dan Minkin Heritage Planner, Cultural Services Unit 401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 Toronto, ON M7A 0A7
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Heritage Planner, Culture Services Unit 400 University Avenue Toronto, ON M7A2R9
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Rozi Zinger Heritage Planner, Cultural Service Unit 401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 Toronto, ON M7A 0A7
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport EA Coordinator 9th Floor, 900 Bay Street Toronto, ON M7A 2E1
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Laura Hatcher Team Lead – Heritage Land Use Planning 401 Bay Street, 17th Floor Toronto, ON M7A 0A8
Ministry of Transportation Ontario Tija Dirks Director, Transportation Planning Branch 777 Bay Street, 16th Floor Toronto, Ontario M5G 2E5
Ministry of Transportation Ontario Margaret Mikolajczak Project Manager, Corridor Management Section, Engineering Office, Central Region 1201 Wilson Avenue, 7th Floor Building ‘D’ Downsview, ON M3M 1J8
Ministry of Transportation Ontario Gary Todd Manager, Design and Contract Standards Office 301 St. Paul Street, 2nd Floor, North St. Catharines, ON L2R 7R4
Ministry of Transportation Ontario Peter Veroke Manager, Engineering Office 1201 Wilson Avenue, 5th Flood, Building D Downsview ON M3M 1J8
Ministry of Transportation Ontario EA Coordinator Ferguson Block, 77 Wellesley Street West, 3rd Floor Toronto ON M7A 1Z8
Ontario Provincial Police Gary Elucher Sergeant 100 Bloomington Road Aurora, ON L4G 7N5
Ontario Provincial Police Joy Fish Manager, OPP Facilities Section 777 Memorial Avenue, 2nd Floor Orillia, ON L3V 6H3

Infrastructure Ontario Lisa Myslicki Environmental Advisor, Environmental Management 1 Dundas Street West, Suite 2000 Toronto, ON  M5G 2L5

SCHOOL BOARDS
Conseil scolaire de district catholique Centre-Sud 110 Avenue Drewry Toronto, ON M2M 1C8
Conseil scolaire Viamonde L' élève, le reflect de l'avenir 116 Cornelius Parkway Toronto, ON M6L 2K5
York Catholic District School Board Patricia Preston Director of Education 320 Bloomington Road West Aurora, ON L4G 0M1
York Catholic District School Board Christine Hyde Planner 320 Bloomington Road West Aurora, ON L4G 0M1
York Catholic District School Board, Catholic Education Centre Giovanna DiGirolamo Planner 320 Bloomington Road West Aurora, ON L4G 3G8
York Region District School Board Director of Education, The Education Centre - Aurora 60 Wellington Street West, Box 40 Aurora, ON L4G 3H2
MUNICIPAL-EMERGENCY SERVICES
City of Vaughan Fire Rescue and Service Department Larry Bentley Chief City Hall 2141 Major Mackenzie Drive Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1
St. John Ambulance - York Region Branch 13025 Yonge Street, Suite 202 Richmond Hill ON L4E 1A4
York Regional Police Eric Joliffe Chief 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 4W5
FIRST NATIONS
Chippewas of Georgina Island Donna Big Canoe Chief R.R.#2, P.O Box N-13 Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0
Mississaugas of Scugog Island Kelly Larocca 22521 Island Road Port Perry, ON L9L 1B6
Mississaugas of Scugog Island Dave Mowat Consultation Specialist 22522 Island Road Port Perry, ON L9L 1B7
The Chiefs of Ontario Sue Chiblow Environmental Coordinator 111 Peter Street, Suite 804 Toronto, ON M5V 2H1



ORGANIZATION FIRST NAME LAST NAME POSITION ADDRESS CITY/PROVINCE POSTAL CODE
Miississaugas of the New Credit First Nations Bryan LaForme Chief 2789 Mississauga Rd., R.R. #6 Hagersville, ON N0A 1H0
Chippewas of Rama Rodney Noganosh Chief 5884 Rama Road, suite 200 Rama, ON L0K 1T0
Beausoleil Fist Nation (Christian Island) Roland Monague Chief 11 O-Gema Miikaan Christian Island, ON L9M 0A9
The Métis Nation of Ontario Melanie Paradis Director 75 Sherbourne Street, Suite 222 Toronto, ON M5A 2P9
MUNICIPALITIES AND REGIONS
Heritage Vaughan Committee City of Vaughan Recreation and Culture Department, Cultural Services Division 2141 Major Mackenzie Drive, City Hall Level 300 Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1
Smart Commute - North Toronto,  Vaughan Brian Shefman Executive Director 36C York Lanes 4700 Keele Street Toronto, ON M3J 1P3
Toronto and Region Conservation June Little Manager, Development , Planning and Regulation 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview ON M3N 1S4
Toronto and Region Conservation Deborah Martin-Downs Director of Ecology 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview ON M3N 1S4
Toronto and Region Conservation Carolyn Woodland Senior Director, Planning, Greenspace and Communications 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview ON M3N 1S4
Toronto and Region Conservation Suzanne Bevan Senior Planner, Environmental Assessment 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview ON M3N 1S4
Toronto and Region Conservation Jan Moryk 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview ON M3N 1S4
Toronto and Region Conservation Diana Khademi Water Resources Engineering 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview ON M3N 1S4
Toronto and Region Conservation Arlen Leeming Project Manager 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview, ON M3N 1S4
Toronto and Region Conservation June Little Senior Manager, Planning and Development 5 Shoreham Drive Downsview ON M3N 1S4
York Region Brett Bloxam Manager, Operations and Maintenance 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Augustine Ko 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Shahid Matloob 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Vi Bui 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Stephen Fung Manager, Capital Planning 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Richard Hui Manager, System Planning, Transportation and Community Planning 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Dan Kostopoulos Director, Capital Planning 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Brian Titherington Director, Roads and Traffic Operations 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
York Region Regional Clerk 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
UTILITIES 
Bell Canada Lynn Chaput Floor 5 Blue, 100 Borough Drive Scarborough, ON M1P 4W2
Bell Canada Leanne DeMarco Executive Office of Customer Relations P.O. Box 593 Station A Toronto, ON M5W 1E4
Enbridge Gas Jim Arnott Municipal Coordination Advisor 500 Consumers Road North York ON M2J 1P8
Enbridge Gas Distribution Jamie Delaney 500 Consumers Road Scarborough ON M1P 4W2
Engbridge Gas Jamie Rochford Planning & Design Lead 101 Honda Blvd Markham, ON L6C0M6
Engbridge Gas Neerajah Raviraj Planning Manager
Hydro One Networks Walter Kloostra Manager, Transmission Lines Sustainment Investment Planning 483 Bay Street, North Tower, 15th Floor Toronto, ON M5G 2P5
Hydro One Networks 
Powerstream EA Coordinator 161 Cityview Boulevard Vaughan, ON L4H 0A9
Powerstream Rey Tenorlas Supervisor Capital 162 Cityview Boulevard Vaughan, ON L4H 0A09
Powerstream Patrick Leung 161 Cityview Boulevard Vaughan, ON L4H 0A09
Powerstream Joe Crozier 161 Cityview Boulevard Vaughan, ON L4H 0A09
Powerstream Tony D'Onofrio 161 Cityview Boulevard Vaughan, ON L4H 0A09
Powerstream Jiacheng Zhang 161 Cityview Boulevard Vaughan, ON L4H 0A09
Rogers Cable Brian Duggan 244 Newkirk Road Richmond Hill, ON L4C 3S5
Rogers Cable Roger Patton Director of Technical Operations 301 Marwood Drive Oshawa, ON L1H 1J4
TRANSIT
Metrolinx GO Transit Trevor Anderson Transportation Planner, Policy, Planning and Innovation 20 Bay Street, Suite 600 Toronto, ON M5J 2W3
Metrolinx GO Transit Lisa Salsburg Regional Transportation Plan 20 Bay Street, Suite 600 Toronto, ON M5J 2W3

Toronto Transit Commission - TYSSE Srdjana Jaksic Property & Agreements Coordinator 5160 Yonge Street, 11th Floor Toronto, ON M2N 6L6

Toronto Transit Commission - TYSSE Ronan Olwill Subway Design Review 1900 Yonge Street Toronto, ON M4S 1Z2
York Region Transit - York Region Rapid Transit Corporation Arad McHaghegh Project Specialist, Subways 3601 Highway 7, 12th Floor Markham, ON L3R 0M3
York Region Transit - York Region Rapid Transit Corporation Carolyn Ryall Design Chief, Infrastructure and Development 50 High Tech Road, 5th Floor Richmond Hill, ON L4B 4N7
York Region Transit - York Region Rapid Transit Corporation Mary Frances Turner President 50 High Tech Road, 5th Floor Richmond Hill ON L4B 4N7
York Region Transit - York Region Rapid Transit Corporation Nima Naghavi Project Specialist I 3601 Highway 7, 12th Floor Markham, ON L3R 0M3
York Region Transit - York Region Rapid Transit Corporation Michael Norton 3601 Highway 7 Markham, ON L3R 0M3

Canadian National Railway 277 Front Street West, Suite 920 Toronto, ON M5V 2X4
St. John Ambulance - York Region Branch 10325 Yonge Street, Suite 202 Richmondhill, ON L4E 1A4































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

June 18
th

 2015  
  
To whom it may concern, 
  
Thank you for circulating Infrastructure Ontario (IO) on your Notice.  Infrastructure Ontario is the 
strategic manager of the provincial government's real estate with a mandate of maintaining and 
optimizing value of the portfolio while ensuring real estate decisions reflect public policy 
objectives of the government.    
  
As you may be aware, IO is responsible for managing property that is owned by Her Majesty the 
Queen in Right of Ontario as represented by the Minister of Infrastructure (MOI). There is a 
potential that IO manages lands fall within your study area.  As a result, your proposal may 
impact IO managed properties and/or the activities of tenants present on IO-managed properties.  
In order to determine if IO property is within your study area, IO requires that the proponent of the 
project conduct a title search by reviewing parcel register(s) for adjoining lands, to determine the 
extent of ownership by MOI or its predecessor’s ownership (listed below).  Please contact IO if 
any ownership of provincial government lands are known to occur within your study area and are 
proposed to be impacted.  IO managed land can include within the title but is not limited to 
variations of the following:  Her Majesty the Queen/King, OLC, ORC, Public Works, Hydro One, 
PIR, MGS, MBS, MOI, MTO, MNR and MEI*.  Please ensure that a copy of your notice is also 
sent to the ministry/agency on title.  As an example, if the study area includes a Provincial Park, 
then MNR is to also to be circulated notices related to your project. 
 
IO obligates proponents to complete all due diligence for any realty activity on IO managed lands 
and this should be incorporated into all project timelines. 
 
Potential Negative Impacts to IO Tenants and Lands  
   
General Impacts  
Negative environmental impacts associated with the project design and construction, such as the 
potential for dewatering, dust, noise and vibration impacts, impacts to natural heritage 
features/habitat and functions, etc should be avoided and/or appropriately mitigated in 
accordance with applicable regulations best practices as well as Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) and Ministry of the Environment (MOE) standards.  Avoidance and mitigation options that 
characterize baseline conditions and quantify the potential impacts should be present as part of 
the EA project file.  Details of appropriate mitigation, contingency plans and triggers for 
implementing contingency plans should also be present.    
  
Impacts to Land holdings  
Negative impacts to land holdings, such as the taking of developable parcels of IO managed land 
or fragmentation of utility or transportation corridors, should be avoided.  If the potential for such 
impacts is present as part of this undertaking, you should contact the undersigned to discuss 
these issues at the earliest possible stage of your study.   
  
If takings are suggested as part of any alternative, these should be appropriately mapped and 
quantified within the EA report documentation.  In addition, details of appropriate mitigation and or 
next steps related to compensation for any required takings should be present.  IO requests 
circulation of the draft EA report prior to finalization if potential impacts to IO-managed lands are 
present as part of this study.   
 



 

 

Impacts to Cultural Heritage  
Should the proposed activities impact cultural heritage features on IO managed lands, a request 
to examine cultural heritage features, which can include cultural landscapes, built heritage, and 
archaeological potential and/or sites, could be required.  If the potential for such impacts is 
present as part of this undertaking, you should contact the undersigned to discuss these issues at 
the earliest possible stage of your study.    
  
Potential Triggers Related to MOI’s Class EA    
IO is required to follow the MOI Public Work Class Environmental Assessment Process for (PW 
Class EA).  The PW Class EA applies to a wide range of realty and planning activities including 
leasing or letting, planning approvals, dispostion, granting of easements, demolition and property 
maintenance/repair.  For details on the PW Class EA please visit the Environment and Heritage 
page of our website found at  
 
http://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Templates/Buildings.aspx?id=2147490336&langtype=1033  
 
Please note that completion of any EA process does not provide an approval for MOI’s Class EA 
obligations.  Class EA processes are developed and in place to assess undertakings associated 
with different types of projects.  For example, assessing the impacts of disposing of land from the 
public portfolio is significantly different then assessing the best location for a proposed road.    
  
IO is providing this information so that adequate timelines and project budgets can consider 
MOI’s regulatory requirements associated with a proposed realty activity in support of a project.  
Some due diligences processes and studies can be streamlined.  For example, prior to any 
disposition of land, at minimum a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment and a Stage I 
Archaeological Assessment and the MOI Category B Environmental Assessment should be 
undertaken..  Deficiencies in any of these requirements could result in substantial project delays 
and increased project costs.  
  
In summary, the purchase of MOI-owned/IO-managed lands or disposal of rights and 
responsibilities (e.g. easement) for IO-managed lands triggers the application of the MOI Class 
EA.  If any of these realty activities affecting IO-managed lands are being proposed as part of any 
alternative, please contact the Sales, Easements and Acquisitions Group through IO’s main line 
(Phone: 416-327-3937, Toll Free: 1-877-863-9672), and also contact the undersigned at your 
earliest convenience to discuss next steps.    
 
Specific Comments  
  
Please remove IO from your circulation list, with respect to this project, if MOI owned lands are 
not anticipated to be impacted.  In addition, in the future, please send only electronic copies of 
notices for any projects impacting IO managed lands to:  
Keith.Noronha@infrastructureontario.ca  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide initial comments on this undertaking.  If you have any 
questions I can be reached at the contacts below.  
  
Sincerely,   
 
 
 

http://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Templates/Buildings.aspx?id=2147490336&langtype=1033
mailto:Keith.Noronha@infrastructureontario.ca


 

 

 
Lisa Myslicki  
Environmental Advisor, Environmental Management  
Infrastructure Ontario   
1 Dundas Street West,  
Suite 2000, Toronto, Ontario  
M5G 2L5  
(416) 212-3768  
lisa.myslicki@infrastructureontario.ca  

  
* Below are the acronyms for agencies/ministries listed in the above letter  

OLC Ontario Lands Corporation  

ORC Ontario Realty Corporation   

PIR Public Infrastructure and Renewal  

MGS Ministry of Government Services  

MBS Management Board and Secretariat  

MOI Ministry of Infrastructure   

MTO Ministry of Transportation   

MNR Ministry of Natural Resources   

MEI Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure  
 

mailto:lisa.myslicki@infrastructureontario.ca




 

 

Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport 

Culture Services Unit  
Programs and Services Branch  
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7  
Tel: 416 314 7147 
Fax: 416 212 1802 

Ministère du Tourisme, 
de la Culture et du Sport 

Unité des services culturels  
Direction des programmes et des services 
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél: 416 314 7147 
Téléc: 416 212 1802 

 

June 23, 2015 (EMAIL ONLY)  
 
Marta Roias, RPP 
City of Vaughan 
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive 
Vaughan, ON  L6A 1T1 
E: Marta.Roias@vaughan.ca 

 
RE:  MTCS file #:  0003035 
 Proponent: City of Vaughan 
 Subject:  Notice of Commencement/Completion  

Part A: Portage Parkway Widening from Applewood Crescent to Jane 
Street and Part B: Portage Parkway Extension from Jane Street to 
Creditstone Road 

 Location: City of Vaughan, Ontario 

 
Dear Ms Roias: 

 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) with the Notice of 
Commencement for your project. MTCS’s interest in this EA project relates to its mandate of conserving 
Ontario’s cultural heritage, which includes: 
 

 Archaeological resources, including land-based and marine; 

 Built heritage resources, including bridges and monuments; and,  

 Cultural heritage landscapes. 
 
Under the EA process, the proponent is required to determine a project’s potential impact on cultural 
heritage resources. 
 
While some cultural heritage resources may have already been formally identified, others may be 
identified through screening and evaluation. Aboriginal communities may have knowledge that can 
contribute to the identification of cultural heritage resources, and we suggest that any engagement with 
Aboriginal communities includes a discussion about known or potential cultural heritage resources that 
are of value to these communities. Municipal Heritage Committees, historical societies and other local 
heritage organizations may also have knowledge that contributes to the identification of cultural heritage 
resources. 
 
Archaeological Resources  
Your EA project may impact archaeological resources and you should screen the project with the MTCS 
Criteria for Evaluating Archaeological Potential to determine if an archaeological assessment is needed. 
MTCS archaeological sites data are available at archaeologicalsites@ontario.ca. If your EA project area 
exhibits archaeological potential, then an archaeological assessment (AA) should be undertaken by an 
archaeologist licenced under the OHA, who is responsible for submitting the report directly to MTCS for 
review. 
 
Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 
The MTCS Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes should be completed to help determine whether your EA project may impact cultural heritage 
resources. The Clerk for the City of Vaughan can provide information on property registered or 

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0478E~3/$File/0478E.pdf
mailto:archaeologicalsites@ontario.ca
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf


 

It is the sole responsibility of proponents to ensure that any information and documentation submitted as part of their EA report or 
file is accurate.  MTCS makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or quality of the any checklists, 
reports or supporting documentation submitted as part of the EA process, and in no way shall MTCS be liable for any harm, 
damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result if any checklists, reports or supporting documents are 
discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.  
 
Please notify MTCS if archaeological resources are impacted by EA project work. All activities impacting archaeological resources 
must cease immediately, and a licensed archaeologist is required to carry out an archaeological assessment in accordance with the 
Ontario Heritage Act and the Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists.   
 
If human remains are encountered, all activities must cease immediately and the local police as well as the Cemeteries Regulation 
Unit of the Ministry of Government and Consumer Services must be contacted. In situations where human remains are associated 
with archaeological resources, MTCS should also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which 
would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

designated under the Ontario Heritage Act. Municipal Heritage Planners can also provide information that 
will assist you in completing the checklist.  
  
If potential or known heritage resources exist, MTCS recommends that a Heritage Impact Assessment 
(HIA), prepared by a qualified consultant, should be completed to assess potential project impacts. Our 
Ministry’s Info Sheet #5: Heritage Impact Assessments and Conservation Plans outlines the scope of 
HIAs. Please send the HIA to MTCS for review, and make it available to local organizations or individuals 
who have expressed interest in heritage.  
 
Environmental Assessment Reporting 
All technical heritage studies and their recommendations are to be addressed and incorporated into EA 
projects. Please advise MTCS whether any technical heritage studies will be completed for your EA 
project, and provide them to MTCS before issuing a Notice of Completion. If your screening has identified 
no known or potential cultural heritage resources, or no impacts to these resources, please include the 
completed checklists and supporting documentation in the EA report or file.  
 
Thank you for consulting MTCS on this project: please continue to do so through the EA process, and 
contact me for any questions or clarification.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dan Minkin 
Heritage Planner 
Dan.Minkin@Ontario.ca 
 
Copied to:  Stephen Keen, P. Eng.  
 CIMA Canada Inc. 

http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/publications/Heritage_Tool_Kit_Heritage_PPS_infoSheet.pdf
















































































Ministry of the Environment  Ministère de l’Environnment et de 

and Climate Change l’Action en Matière de Changement Climatique 

 

Central Region Région du Centre 
Technical Support Section  Section d'appui technique 
  
5775 Yonge Street, 8th Floor 5775, rue Yonge, 8ième étage 
North York, OntarioM2M 4J1 North York, Ontario M2M 4J1 
 
Tel.: (416) 326-6700 Tél. :     (416) 326-6700 
Fax: (416) 325-6347 Téléc. : (416) 325-6347 

 1 

 

July 8, 2015                       File No.: EA01-06-05 
 
Ms. Sonya Kapusin 
Sonya.Kapusin@cima.ca 
 
 
RE:  City of Vaughan 
 Environmental Assessment Study for: 

Portage Parkway Widening from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street,  
and 

 Portage Parkway Extension from Jane Street to Creditstone Road 
 
Dear Ms. Kapusin, 
 
This letter is our response to the Notice of Study Commencement for the above noted project. This 
response acknowledges that the City of Vaughan has indicated that its study is following the 
approved environmental planning process for a Schedule C project under the Municipal Engineers 
Association Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA). 
 
Based on the information submitted, we have identified the following areas of interest with respect to 
the proposed undertaking: 
 

 Ecosystem Protection and Restoration 

 Surface Water 

 Groundwater 

 Air Quality, Dust and Noise 

 Servicing and Facilities 

 Contaminated Soils 

 Mitigation and Monitoring 

 Planning and Policy 

 Class EA Process 

 Aboriginal Consultation 
 
We are providing the following general comments to assist your team in effectively addressing these 
areas of interest: 
 

Ecosystem Protection and Restoration 
 

 Any impacts to ecosystem form and function must be avoided where possible.  The 
Environmental Study Report (ESR) should describe any proposed mitigation measures and how 
project planning will protect and enhance the local ecosystem.    
 

 All natural heritage features should be identified and described in detail to assess potential 
impacts and to develop appropriate mitigation measures.  Our records confirm that the following 
sensitive environmental features are located within or adjacent to the study area:  

 

 Rare Species of flora or fauna  Watercourses 
 

We recommend consulting with the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO) and your local conservation authority to determine if special measures or 



 

 

additional study will be necessary to preserve and protect these sensitive features.   
 

Surface Water 

 

 The ESR must include a sufficient level of information to demonstrate that there will be no 
negative impacts on the natural features or ecological functions of any watercourses within 
the study area.  Measures should be included in the planning and design process to ensure 
that any impacts to watercourses from construction or operational activities (e.g. spills, 
erosion, pollution) are mitigated as part of the proposed undertaking.  

 

 Additional stormwater runoff from new pavement can impact receiving watercourses and 
flood conditions.  Quality and quantity control measures to treat stormwater runoff should be 
considered for all new impervious areas and, where possible, existing surfaces.  The 
ministry’s Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual (2003) should be 
referenced in the ESR and utilized when designing stormwater control methods.  We 
recommend that a Stormwater Management Plan should be prepared as part of the Class 
EA process that includes: 

 

 Strategies to address potential water quantity and erosion impacts related to 
stormwater draining into streams or other sensitive environmental features, and to 
ensure that adequate (enhanced) water quality is maintained 

 Watershed information, drainage conditions, and other relevant background 
information 

 Future drainage conditions, stormwater management options, information on erosion 
and sediment control during construction, and other details of the proposed works 

 Information on maintenance and monitoring commitments.  
 

Groundwater 
 

 The status of, and potential impacts to any well water supplies should be addressed.  If the 
project involves groundwater takings or changes to drainage patterns, the quantity and 
quality of groundwater may be affected due to drawdown effects or the redirection of existing 
contamination flows.  In addition, project activities may infringe on existing wells such that 
they must be reconstructed or sealed and abandoned.  Appropriate information to define 
existing groundwater conditions should be included in the ESR. 

 

 If the potential construction or decommissioning of water wells is identified as an issue, the 
ESR should refer to Ontario Regulation 903, Wells, under the Ontario Water Resources Act. 

 

 Potential impacts to groundwater-dependent natural features should be addressed.  Any 
changes to groundwater flow or quality from groundwater taking may interfere with the 
ecological processes of streams, wetlands or other surficial features.  In addition, 
discharging contaminated or high volumes of groundwater to these features may have direct 
impacts on their function.  Any potential effects should be identified, and appropriate 
mitigation measures should be recommended.  The level of detail required will be dependent 
on the significance of the potential impacts. 

 

 Any potential approval requirements for groundwater taking or discharge should be identified 
in the ESR. In particular, a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) under the Ontario Water 
Resources Act will be required for any water takings that exceed 50,000 litres per day.  

 
 



 

 

Air Quality, Dust and Noise  
 

 Any potential air quality impacts should be assessed and used in the evaluation of 
alternatives for the proposed project. Appropriate mitigation measures of any potential 
effects should be identified.  

 

 Dust and noise control measures should be addressed and included in the construction 
plans to ensure that nearby residential and other sensitive land uses within the study area 
are not adversely affected during construction activities.   

 

 The ESR should consider the potential impacts of increased noise levels during the 
operation of the undertaking due to potentially higher traffic volumes resulting from this 
project. The proponent should explore all potential measures to mitigate significant noise 
impacts during the assessment of alternatives. 

  
Contaminated Soils   
 

 Since the removal or movement of soils may be required, appropriate tests to determine 
contaminant levels from previous land uses or dumping should be undertaken.  If the soils 
are contaminated, you must determine how and where they are to be disposed of, consistent 
with Part XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act (EPA) and Ontario Regulation 153/04, 
Records of Site Condition, which details the new requirements related to site assessment 
and clean up.  We recommend contacting the ministry’s York Durham District Office in Ajax 
for further consultation if contaminated sites are present.  

 

 The location of any underground storage tanks should be investigated in the ESR.  
Measures should be identified to ensure the integrity of these tanks and to ensure an 
appropriate response in the event of a spill.  The ministry’s Spills Action Centre must be 
contacted in such an event.    

 

 Any current or historical waste disposal sites should be identified in the ESR.  The status of 
these sites should be determined to confirm whether approval pursuant to Section 46 of the 
Environmental Protection Act may be required for land uses on former disposal sites. 

 

 The ESR should identify any underground transmission lines in the study area. The owners 
should be consulted to avoid impacts to this infrastructure, including potential spills. 

 

Mitigation and Monitoring 

 

 Design and construction reports and plans should be based on a best management 
approach that centres on the prevention of impacts, protection of the existing environment, 
and opportunities for rehabilitation and enhancement of any impacted areas. 
 

 All waste generated during construction must be disposed of in accordance with ministry 
requirements. 

 
Contractors must be made aware of all environmental considerations so that all 
environmental standards and commitments for both construction and operation are met.  
Mitigation measures should be clearly referenced in the ESR and regularly monitored during 
the construction stage of the project.  In addition, we encourage proponents to conduct post-
construction monitoring to ensure all mitigation measures have been effective and are 
functioning properly.  The proponent’s construction and post-construction monitoring plans 



 

 

should be documented in the ESR. 
 

Planning and Policy 

 

 Parts of the study area are subject to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. 
The ESR should demonstrate how the proposed study adheres to the relevant policies in 
these plans. 
 

 The Provincial Policy Statement contains policies that protect Ontario’s natural heritage and 
water resources, including designated vulnerable areas mapped in source water protection 
assessment reports under the Clean Water Act.  Applicable policies should be referenced in 
the ESR, and the proponent should demonstrate how this proposed project is consistent with 
these policies. Assessment reports can be found on the Conservation Ontario website at: 
http://www.conservation-ontario.on.ca/uncategorised/143-otherswpregionsindex.  
 

Class EA Process 

 

 The ESR should provide clear and complete documentation of the planning process in order 
to allow for transparency in decision-making.  The ESR must also demonstrate how the 
consultation provisions of the Class EA have been fulfilled, including documentation of all 
public consultation efforts undertaken during the planning process.  Additionally, the ESR 
should identify all concerns that were raised and how they have been addressed throughout 
the planning process.  The Class EA also directs proponents to include copies of comments 
submitted on the project by interested stakeholders, and the proponent’s responses to these 
comments. 

 

 The Class EA requires the consideration of the effects of each alternative on all aspects of 
the environment. The ESR should include a level of detail (e.g. hydrogeological 
investigations, terrestrial and aquatic assessments) such that all potential impacts can be 
identified and appropriate mitigation measures can be developed.  Any supporting studies 
conducted during the Class EA process should be referenced and included as part of the 
ESR. 

 

 Please include in the ESR a list of all subsequent permits or other approvals that may be 
required for the implementation of the preferred alternative, including Permits to Take Water, 
Environmental Compliance Approvals, approval under the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA), and conservation authority permits. 

 

 Please note that ministry guidelines and other information related to the issues noted above 
are available at http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/environment-and-energy 
under the publications link. We encourage you to review all the available guides and to 
reference any relevant information in the ESR. 

 

Aboriginal Consultation  
 

 Your proposed project may have the potential to affect Aboriginal communities who hold or 
claim Aboriginal or treaty rights protected under Section 35 of Canada’s Constitution Act 
1982. The Crown has a duty to consult First Nation and Métis communities when it knows 
about established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights, and contemplates decisions 
or actions that may adversely affect them.  
 

 Although the Crown remains responsible for ensuring the adequacy of consultation with 
potentially affected Aboriginal communities, it may delegate procedural aspects of the 

http://www.conservation-ontario.on.ca/uncategorised/143-otherswpregionsindex


 

 

consultation process to project proponents.  
 

 The environmental assessment process requires proponents to consult with interested 
persons and government agencies, including those potentially affected by the proposed 
project.  This includes a responsibility to conduct adequate consultation with First Nation and 
Métis communities.   
 

 The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the Crown’s 
obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process.  
 

 Where the Crown’s duty to consult is triggered in relation to your proposed project, the 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change is delegating the procedural 
aspects of rights-based consultation to you through this letter.  
 

 Steps that you may need to take in relation to Aboriginal consultation for your proposed 
project are outlined in the attached “Aboriginal Consultation Information” document. Please 
complete the checklist contained there, and keep related notes as part of your consultation 
record. Doing so will help you assess your project’s potential adverse effects on Aboriginal or 
treaty rights.   
 

 You must contact the Director, Environmental Approvals Branch if you have reason to 
believe that your proposed project may adversely affect an Aboriginal or treaty right, 
consultation has reached an impasse has been submitted. The ministry will then assess the 
extent of any Crown duty to consult in the circumstances, and will consider whether 
additional steps should be taken and what role you will be asked to play in them.  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.  A draft copy of the ESR should be 
sent to this office prior to the filing of the final draft, allowing approximately 30 days review time 
for the ministry’s reviewers to provide comments.  Please also forward our office the Notice of 
Completion and ESR when completed. Should your team have any questions regarding the 
above, please contact me at 416-326-3469. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Nisha Shirali, M.Pl., MCIP RPP 
Environmental Resource Planner and EA Coordinator 
Air, Pesticides and Environmental Planning 
 
c. Celeste Dugas, Manager, York Durham District Office, MOECC 
 Central Region EA File 

A & P File 
 



 

 

ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION INFORMATION 

 
Consultation with Interested Persons under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act 
 
Proponents subject to the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act are required to consult with interested 
persons, which may include First Nations and Métis communities. In some cases, special efforts may be 
required to ensure that Aboriginal communities are made aware of the project and are afforded 
opportunities to provide comments. Direction about how to consult with interested persons/communities is 
provided in the Code of Practice: Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Process available 
on the Ministry’s website: 
 
https://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process 
 
As an early part of the consultation process, proponents are required to contact the Ontario Ministry of 
Aboriginal Affairs’ Consultation Unit and visit Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada’s 
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Information System (ATRIS) to help identify which First Nation and Métis 
communities may be interested in or potentially impacted by their proposed projects.  
 
ATRIS can be accessed through the Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada website: 
 

http://sidait-atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/ 
 
For more information in regard Aboriginal consultation as part of the Environmental Assessment process, 
refer to the Ministry’s website:  
 

www.ontario.ca/government/environment-assessments-consulting-aboriginal-communities 
 
You are advised to provide notification directly to all of the First Nation and Métis communities who may 
be interested in the project. You should contact First Nation communities through their Chief and Band 
Council, and Metis communities through their elected leadership.    
 

Rights-based consultation with First Nation and Métis Communities 

Proponents should note that, in addition to requiring interest-based consultation as described above, 
certain projects may have the potential to adversely affect the ability of First Nation or Métis communities 
to exercise their established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. In such cases, Ontario may 
have a duty to consult those Aboriginal communities.  
 
Activities which may restrict or reduce access to unoccupied Crown lands, or which could result in a 
potential adverse impact to land or water resources in which harvesting rights are exercised,  may have 
the potential to impact Aboriginal or treaty rights.  For assistance in determining whether your proposed 
project could affect these rights, please refer to the attached “Preliminary Assessment Checklist: First 
Nation and Métis Community Interest.”    

 
If there is likely to be an adverse impact to Aboriginal or treaty rights, accommodation may be required to 
avoid or minimize the adverse impacts. Accommodation is an outcome of consultation and includes any 
mechanism used to avoid or minimize adverse impacts to Aboriginal or treaty rights and traditional uses. 
Solutions could include mitigation such as adjustments in the timing or geographic location of the 
proposed activity. Accommodation may in certain circumstances involve the provision of financial 
compensation, but does not necessarily require it. 
 
For more information about the duty to consult, please see the Ministry’s website at:  
 

www.ontario.ca/government/duty-consult-aboriginal-peoples-ontario  
 
The proponent must contact the Director, Environmental Approvals Branch if a project may adversely 
affect an Aboriginal or treaty right, consultation has reached an impasse, or if a Part II Order or an 

https://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
http://sidait-atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/
http://www.ontario.ca/government/environment-assessments-consulting-aboriginal-communities
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elevation request is anticipated; the Ministry will then determine whether the Crown has a duty to consult.   
 
The Director of the Environmental Approvals Branch can be notified either by email with the subject line 
“Potential Duty to Consult” to EAASIBgen@ontario.ca or by mail or fax at the address provided below: 

 

 

Email: EAASIBGen@ontario.ca 
Subject:  Potential Duty to Consult 

Fax: 416-314-8452 

Address: Environmental Approvals Branch 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1

st
 Floor 

Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5 

 

Delegation of Procedural Aspects of Consultation 

Proponents have an important and direct role in the consultation process, including a responsibility to conduct 
adequate consultation with First Nation and Métis communities as part of the environmental assessment 
process.  This is laid out in existing environmental assessment codes of practice and guides that can be 
accessed from the Ministry’s environmental assessment website at  

www.ontario.ca/environmentalassessments 

The Ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the Crown’s obligations and 
directs proponents during the regulatory process. Where the Crown’s duty to consult is triggered, various 
additional procedural steps may also be asked of proponents as part of their delegated duty to consult 
responsibilities. In some situations, the Crown may also become involved in consultation activities.    
 
Ontario will have an oversight role as the consultation process unfolds but will be relying on the steps 
undertaken and information you obtain to ensure adequate consultation has taken place. To ensure that 
First Nation and Métis communities have the ability to assess a project’s potential to adversely affect their 
Aboriginal or treaty rights, Ontario requires proponents to undertake certain procedural aspects of 
consultation.  
 
The proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 

 Providing notice to the elected leadership of the First Nation and/or Métis communities (e.g., First 
Nation Chief) as early as possible regarding the project;  

 Providing First Nation and/or Métis communities with information about the proposed project including 
anticipated impacts, information on timelines and your environmental assessment process; 

 Following up with First Nation and/or Métis communities to ensure they received project information 
and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and concerns about the project. If you 
are unable to make the appropriate contacts (e.g. are unable to contact the Chief) please contact the 
Environmental Assessment and Planning Coordinator at the Ministry's appropriate regional office for 
further direction.  

 Providing First Nation and/or Métis communities with opportunities to meet with appropriate proponent 
representatives to discuss the project; 

 Gathering information about how the project may adversely impact the relevant Aboriginal and/or 
Treaty rights (for example, hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural significance (for example, burial 
grounds, archaeological sites); 

 Considering the comments and concerns provided by First Nation and/or Métis communities and 
providing responses;  

 Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with First Nation and/or Métis 
communities; 

mailto:EAASIBgen@ontario.ca
mailto:EAASIBGen@ontario.ca
http://www.ontario.ca/environmentalassessments


 

 

 Bearing the reasonable costs associated with these procedural aspects of consultation, which may 
include providing support to help build communities’ capacity to participate in consultation about the 
proposed project. 

 Maintaining a Consultation Record to show evidence that you, the proponent, completed all the steps 
itemized above or at a minimum made meaningful attempts to do so.  

 Upon request, providing copies of the Consultation Record to the Ministry. The Consultation Record 
should:   

o summarize the nature of any comments and questions received from First Nation and/or Métis 
communities 

o describe your response to those comments and how their concerns were considered 

o include a communications log indicating the dates and times of all communications; and 

o document activities in relation to consultation. 
 
Successful consultation depends, in part, on early engagement by proponents with First Nation and Métis 
communities. Information shared with communities must be clear, accurate and complete, and in plain 
language where possible. The consultation process must maintain sufficient flexibility to respond to new 
information, and we trust you will make all reasonable efforts to build positive relationships with all First 
Nation and Métis communities contacted.  
If you need more specific guidance on Aboriginal consultation steps in relation to your proposed project, or 
if you feel consultation has reached an impasse, please contact the Environmental Assessment and 
Planning Coordinator at the Ministry's appropriate regional office.  

Preliminary Assessment Checklist: First Nation and Métis Community Interests and Rights 
 
In addition to other interests, some main concerns of First Nation and Métis communities may pertain to 
established or asserted rights to hunt, gather, trap, and fish – these activities generally occur on Crown land or 
water bodies. As such, projects related to Crown land or water bodies, or changes to how lands and water are 
accessed, may be of concern to Aboriginal communities.   
 
Please answer the following questions and keep related notes as part of your consultation record.  “Yes” 
responses will indicate a potential adverse impact on Aboriginal or treaty rights.  
  
Where you have identified that your project may trigger rights-based consultation through the following 
questions, you should arrange for a meeting between you and the Environmental Assessment and Planning 
Coordinator at the Ministry's appropriate regional office  to provide an early opportunity to confirm whether 
Ontario’s duty to consult is triggered and to discuss roles and responsibilities in that event.  

 YES NO 

1. Are you aware of concerns from First Nation and Métis communities about 
your project or a similar project in the area? 

The types of concerns can range from interested inquiries to environmental 
complaints, and even to land use concerns. You should consider whether the 
interest represents on-going, acute and/or widespread concern. 

  

2. Is your project occurring on Crown land, or is it close to a water body? Might it 
change access to either? 

  

3. Is the project located in an open or forested area where hunting or trapping 
could take place? 

  

4. Does the project involve the clearing of forested land?   

5. Is the project located away from developed, urban areas?   



 

 

6. Is your project close to, or adjacent to, an existing reserve? 

Projects in areas near reserves may be of interest to the  First Nation and 
Métis communities living there.  

  

7. Will the project affect First Nations and/or Métis   ability to access areas of 
significance to them?   

  

8. Is the area subject to a land claim? 

Information about land claims filed in Ontario is available from the Ministry of 
Aboriginal Affairs; information about land claims filed with the federal 
government is available from Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 
Canada. 

  

9. Does the project have the potential to impact any archaeological sites?   
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Air Quality Impact Assessment Guidance for Schedule C Road Improvements Class EAs 
 

1. Study Area 
 
The scope of the AQIA should be determined by the proponent and clearly outlined in the AQIA 
document based on the number and nature of scenarios/alternatives being considered, for 
example, the routes under consideration. 
 
The focus should be on defining the “worst case scenario”, whether it is the length of roadway 
with the highest traffic volumes in close proximity to sensitive receptors or sections of roadways 
with on and off ramps and overpasses. The end result should be a defined study area. 
 

2. Sensitive Receptors 
 
All key and potentially sensitive receptors located in the surrounding area must be identified and 
included in the modeling. The AQIA should then assess the local air quality impacts at these 
sensitive receptors.  

 
According to the Ministry of Transportations’ Environmental Guide for Assessing and Mitigating 
the Air Quality Impacts and Greenhouse Gas Emissions of Provincial Transportation Projects 
(June, 2012),  “…local air quality impacts are assumed to be limited to a distance of 
approximately 500 m from the transportation facility, in each direction.” Therefore, the Cartesian 
grid system used to easily model concentrations at each receptor typically has a grid limit of 
approximately 500 m from the edge of the subject road. 
 

3. List of Parameters 
 
The list of parameters should focus mainly on the key pollutants released from mobile sources 
such as, but not limited to, the following:  

 CO 

 NOx (with a focus on NO and NO2) 

 TSP 

 PM10 

 PM2.5 

 Selected VOCs (benzene, 1-3 Butadiene, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde and acrolein). 
 

Although the focus of these assessments has traditionally been on the 24 hour average 
concentrations, 1 hour and 8 hour (for CO) averages should also be considered. 
 

4. Applicable Guidelines 
 
The applicable guidelines with which to compare modeled concentrations may include: 

 MOECC Ambient Air Quality Criteria (AAQCs) 

 Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQs)  
 

5. Background Data 
 

Background data representative of the study area is generally summarized for the most recent 5 
years from the nearest or most representative MOECC AQI and/or NAPS stations so that 
cumulative impacts are determined at the most impacted receptor.   

 
This data should address 1 and 24 hour averages, 1 hour and 24 hour 90

th
 percentile values, and 

1 hour and 24 hour maximums as appropriate. However, this will vary depending on the AAQC 
averaging time for each parameter, for example, the 8 hour averaging time for CO.   
 

6. Emission Estimates 
 

Emission estimates are based on current and proposed future traffic counts where either MOVES 
or Mobile 6.2C is used to generate emission factors. 
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7. Traffic Data 

 
Traffic data including fleet distribution and characteristics, road type, traffic signals, idling 
conditions, or roundabouts/stop signs may be considered or incorporated into the assessment 

 
8. Dispersion Modelling 

 
Dispersion modelling, typically using CAL3QHCR, is conducted to determine maximum pollutant 
concentrations resulting from implementation of the project and the resulting air quality impacts at 
the most impacted sensitive receptors for the different scenarios. At a minimum, two modelling 
scenarios are to be conducted to determine the incremental difference between the current 
conditions (base case) and future scenario. The timing of the future scenario should be defined 
and take into consideration projected population growth and traffic/emissions impacts.  

 
As necessary a new link must be defined when the road width, traffic volume, speed, alignment or 
type of flow changes. The CAL model is able to calculate the contribution from all of the links to 
each individual receptor so the impact of the entire roadway can be determined. 

 
The five most recent years of meteorological data should be used for dispersion modeling. 
However, under certain conditions, one year of continuous data may suffice. Surface data can be 
obtained from facilities such as Pearson International Airport, Toronto Island, Buttonville or site-
specific and upper air data obtained from Buffalo, New York. 

 
All supporting documentation and assumptions that are inputted into the models should be 
summarized as Appendices.  A sample electronic CAL3QHCR dispersion model input and output 
files must be submitted for the ministry’s review.  

 
9. Results 

 
The predicted results obtained from the dispersion modeling exercise are to be presented in detail in 
the AQIA and summarized in the ESR. This should include an analysis and discussion of the results 
and potential air quality impacts of the project. 
 
Results for each contaminant should be discussed separately and should depict predicted maximum 
24 hour concentrations at key receptors, the overall maximum predicted concentrations and the 
combined effect concentrations by adding the 90

th
 percentile background concentration to the 

modeled value. It may also be relevant to discuss receptor specific results. 
 

10. Cumulative Impacts 
 
Cumulative effects that the proposed roadway expansion/construction may potentially have on the 
existing air quality can be readily achieved by adding the modeled results to an estimated 
“background” concentration for each pollutant. 
 
Comparisons of the cumulative impacts are to be compared with the relevant guidelines. If 
exceedances or non-conformances are predicted, then a discussion of possible mitigation 
measures should be discussed. Typically these comprise of coniferous landscaping surrounding 
the areas of most impacted receptors.  
 
A section on potential air quality impacts from the construction of the proposed undertaking 
should also be discussed in the AQIA and the ESR. 
 
The ministry is currently preparing draft guidance documents to address cumulative effects in 
EAs.  In the interim, please use the following federal EA resources as references for addressing 
cumulative effects: 

 

 Cumulative Effects Assessment Practitioners' Guide 
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=43952694-1&offset=&toc=hide 
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 Reference Guide: Addressing Cumulative Environmental Effects 
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=9742C481-

 1&offset=&toc=hide 
 

11. Climate Change 
 

Where possible, the EA should consider climate change. For example, the EA should examine 
how the project interrelates with climate change over time. It is recommended that the 
consideration of climate change in terms of mitigation and adaptation (i.e. the ministry is 
interested in seeing designs or mitigation in stormwater management to meet extreme weather 
events which may be beyond the 1:100 year storm events, if applicable), potential effects (i.e. 
increased traffic or impacts from greenhouse gas emissions) and overall benefits be integrated 
into the EA methods, as well as the evaluation criteria and indicators. 
 
The ministry is currently preparing draft guidance documents to address climate change in 
EAs.  In the interim, please use the following federal EA resources as references for addressing 
climate change: 

 

 Operational Policy Statement Assessing Cumulative Environmental Effects under the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=A41F45C5-1&offset=3&toc=show 

 

 Incorporating Climate Change Considerations in Environmental Assessment: General 
Guidance for Practitioners 

 https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=1DA9E048-1 
 

12. Regional Impacts 
 

The AQIA should include a section on regional impacts from the proposed undertaking compared 
with the provincial greenhouse gases totals reported by Environment Canada. 

 
13. Summary and Mitigation Measures 

 
The AQIA and ESR should summarize the key conclusions of the study based on the results as 
provided. In addition, general mitigation measures should be discussed, including those mitigation 
measures that will be implemented during construction to minimize off-site impacts.  
 
For example, best management practices should be applied to mitigate any air quality impacts 
caused by construction dust. Please note that the ministry recommends that non-chloride dust 
suppressants be applied.  
 
For a comprehensive list of fugitive dust prevention and control measures, please refer to 
Cheminfo Services Inc. Best Practices for the Reduction of Air Emissions from Construction and 
Demolition Activities. Report prepared for Environment Canada. March 2005. 
 
http://www.bieapfremp.org/Toolbox%20pdfs/EC%20- %20Final%20Code%20of%20Practice%20- 
%20Construction%20%20Demolition.pdf 

 
14. Further Guidance 

 
For further guidance, including additional references and information such as prediction of 
emissions from re-entrained road dust and silt loading factors, please refer to the Ministry of 
Transportations’ Environmental Guide for Assessing and Mitigating the Air Quality Impacts and 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions of Provincial Transportation Projects (June, 2012).  
 

 
 
 



 
 
July 9, 2015 CFN 53390 
 
BY E-MAIL ONLY  (Marta.Roias@vaughan.ca) 
 
Ms. Marta Roias, RPP 
City of Vaughan 
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive 
Vaughan, Ontario 
L6A 1T1 
 
Dear Ms. Marta Roias: 
 
Re: Response to Notice of Commencement 

Portage Parkway Widening from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street 
and Portage Parkway Extension from Jane Street to Creditstone Road 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment - Schedule C 
Don Watershed; City of Vaughan; Regional Municipality of York 

 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) staff received the Notice of Commencement for 
the above noted Environmental Assessment (EA) on June 17, 2015. 
 
It is our understanding that this undertaking will examine the preferred alternative design for the 
widening of Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street (Part A) and the extension of 
Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road (Part B).    
 
TRCA Areas of Interest 
 
Staff has identified the following Areas of Interest within the study area: 
 

TRCA Regulated Areas 

• Regulation Limit 
• Meander Belt 
• Regulatory Flood Plain 
• Watercourses 
 

 

TRCA Program and Policy Areas 

• Aquatic Species and Habitat 
• Aquifers and Hydrogeological Features 
• Living City Programs: 

o Renewable Energy 
o Sustainable Communities 

• Terrestrial species and Habitat 

Please contact the Ministry of Natural Resources to confirm if there are program interests 
related to this project for: 

• Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest 
• Provincially Significant Wetlands 
• Provincially Endangered Species 
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Please contact the relevant federal agency to confirm if there are issues related to: 
• Asian Long-horned Beetle Regulated Area  
• Federally Endangered Species 

 
There may be additional consultation with other federal and provincial agencies to ensure that 
the requirements of such legislation are met. This list is not inclusive and the onus is on the 
proponent and it consultants to consult with other agencies as required.  
 
Available mapping and program information regarding these Areas of Interest will be sent under 
separate cover for your reference. Please ensure that the status, potential impacts and 
opportunities for enhancement related to these Areas of Interest are documented and assessed 
through a review of background material, technical study, field assessment and detailed 
evaluation, as appropriate. 
 
Selection of Alternatives 
 
In consideration of TRCA’s The Living City Policies for Planning and Development in the 
Watersheds of the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, Ontario Regulation 166/06, and 
TRCA’s other programs and policies, staff requires that the preferred alternative meets the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Prevents the risk associated with flooding, erosion or slope instability. 
2. Protects and rehabilitates existing landforms, features and functions. 
3. Provides for aquatic, terrestrial and human access. 
4. Minimizes water/energy consumption and pollution. 
5. Addresses TRCA property and heritage resource concerns. 

 
TRCA staff recommends that a summary of detailed design commitments be included in the EA 
as a Pre-design Brief. This summary should include, but not be limited to:  
 

a. An aerial photo indicating the study area, regulated area, existing conditions and 
preferred solution/design; 

b. Text indicating the preferred alternative solution/design; 
c. A Reference list of alternative solutions and designs considered; 
d. A synopsis of all TRCA requirements and technical commitments. 

 
It is intended that the proponent and their consultants, as well as TRCA, would use the Pre-
design Brief during the preliminary stages of detailed design. In the Pre-design Brief, 
commitments made during the EA would be clearly articulated in order to facilitate a 90 % 
detailed design submission to TRCA for all required permits. TRCA staff would then be able to 
review the required studies, reports or plans; and confirm any additional study requirements or 
revisions to the submitted materials. Ideally, the completion of the Pre-Design Brief will result in 
a more timely and streamlined permit approval process in the future. 
 
TRCA Review 
 
Prior to selecting the preferred alternative solution and design, please arrange a meeting to 
discuss issues that relate to TRCA Areas of Interest. In addition, please add TRCA’s Don and 
Highland Watershed, Project Manager, Arlen Leeming, to the project mailing list to receive any 
public information updates. 
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A copy of the TRCA Environmental Assessment Review Program Service Delivery Standards, 
and a summary chart is enclosed for your reference. We recommend you refer to these 
submission standards during the study to facilitate TRCA review. Please provide the following 
submissions to expedite TRCA review: 
 

• Notices of public meetings and display material and handouts 
• Four hard copies of the Draft EA Document 
• One hard copy of the Final EA Document. 

 
Please include a digital copy of all submitted material.  
 
TRCA has been experiencing significant increase in growth area planning and infrastructure 
implementation review across our jurisdiction.  All municipalities that are moving forward with 
major growth related Environmental Assessments are required to provide support to TRCA for 
technical review and coordination either through a negotiated service agreement or fee based 
review.  Please be advised that the Authority adopted a new fee schedule on January 2, 2012. 
Pursuant to Resolution #A287/07, the fee for reviewing this Schedule C project is $18,480.  
 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at extension 5759 or at sbevan@trca.on.ca. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Suzanne Bevan 
Senior Planner, Environmental Assessment Planning 
Planning and Development 
 
Encl.:  TRCA Areas of Interest Summary Table 
  Service Delivery Standards - Recommended TRCA Contact Points 
 
BY E-MAIL 
cc:  
Consultant: Sonya Kapusin, CIMA Canada (Sonya.Kapusin@cima.ca) 
TRCA:  Beth Williston, Associate Director, Environmental Assessment Planning 

June Little, Senior Manager, Planning and Development 
Arlen Leeming, Don and Highland Watershed 
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EA Requirements 
Document and assess the status, potential impacts and opportunities for enhancement that relate to the 
following Areas of Interest through a review of background material, technical study, field assessment and 
detailed evaluation, as appropriate. Make reference to the applicable Program and Policy documents. Include 
in the EA Document appendices any minutes, structure summary sheets for watercourses or wetlands, or other 
material collected through meetings with TRCA staff. Natural features may need to be confirmed on site by 
TRCA staff. 
 

Area of Interest / 
Data Availability 

Program and Policy Concerns 

TRCA REGULATED AREAS 

Regulation Limit 

GIS data available 

In accordance with Ontario Regulation 166/06 (Development, Interference with Wetlands and 
Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses), a permit is required from the TRCA prior to any 
development (e.g. construction) if, in the opinion of TRCA, the control of flooding, erosion, dynamic 
beaches or pollution or the conservation of land may be affected. The Regulation Limit defines the 
greater of the natural hazards associated with Ontario Regulation 166/06 (listed below). 
 
NOTE: The Regulation Limit provides a geographical screening tool for determining if Ontario 
Regulation 166/06 will apply to a given proposal. Through site assessment or other investigation, it 
may be determined that areas outside of the defined Regulation Limit require permits under Ontario 
Regulation 166/06. In these instances, it is the text of the regulation that will prevail; modifications to 
the regulation line may be required.  
 
Any development within the Regulation Limit must comply with the applicable sections of TRCA’s 
Valley and Stream Corridor Management Program. 

Meander Belt Channel migration has a significant impact on infrastructure, structures and property located near 
river systems. Determining channel stability is important to ensure that damage from erosion, down-
cutting or other natural channel processes is avoided. 
 
TRCA may require a meander belt delineation study or fluvial geomorphology analysis to confirm 
that any development does not conflict with natural channel processes. 

Regulatory Flood 
Plain 

Engineered maps 
may be available 

The Regulatory Flood Plain is the approved standard used in a particular watershed to define the 
limit of the flood plain for regulatory purposes. Within TRCA's jurisdiction, the Regulatory Flood 
Plain is based on the greater of the regional storm, Hurricane Hazel, and the 100 year flood. 
 
Any development or alterations to existing structures within the Regulatory Flood Plain may 
introduce risk to life or property, and may not be compatible with existing natural features. TRCA’s 
framework for Flood Plain Management is the Valley and Stream Corridor Management Program.  
 
TRCA may require a flood study or hydraulic update to confirm that there will be no impacts to the 
storage or conveyance of flood waters. 

Watercourses 

Partial GIS data 
available 

Typically, watercourses are associated with aquatic species and habitat. Any alteration or 
interference to a watercourse (e.g. straightening, diverting, realigning, altering baseflow) has the 
potential to impact fish communities, but may also affect the Regulatory Flood Plain, erosion or 
other natural channel processes. TRCA may require an environmental study or site confirmation of 
watercourse locations. 

TRCA PROGRAM AND POLICY AREAS 
Note: Additional program and policy information may be available at www.trca.on.ca, or by request. 

Aquatic Species and 
Habitat 

GIS data available 

TRCA has prepared watershed plans or strategies, as well as watershed-based fisheries 
management plans for some of its watersheds in partnership with Aurora District MNR. TRCA may 
require an assessment of the existing aquatic system, together with an evaluation as to how the 
proposal will meet the objectives articulated in the watershed and watershed-based fisheries 
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management plans, as well as prevent negative impacts to the aquatic system.  
 
If requested, TRCA will provide an opinion as to whether the project and its implementation will 
cause serious harm to fish. If serious harm to fish could result, then works will need to be reviewed 
and authorized by Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO). 

Aquifers and 
Hydrogeological 
Features 

The extraction and discharge of groundwater has the potential to negatively impact surrounding 
natural features. Even small amounts of groundwater extraction may reduce contributions to 
groundwater dependent features such as wetlands, springs, or fish spawning habitat. In addition, 
the discharge of groundwater must be controlled to avoid impacts to watercourses and fish habitat 
from erosion, sedimentation and water quality concerns. 
 
TRCA may require geotechnical or hydrogeological investigations to confirm dewatering and 
discharge requirements, and to identify appropriate mitigation measures with respect to potential 
impacts to natural features (i.e., wetlands, watercourses, natural features and aquatic habitat). 

Living City 
Programs 

The Living City is a vision adopted by TRCA for a new kind of community, where human settlement 
can flourish forever as part of nature’s beauty and diversity. The key objectives of the Living City 
are: healthy rivers and shorelines; regional biodiversity; sustainable communities; and business 
excellence.  
 
Programs associated with TRCA’s Living City include: trails enhancement, renewable energy, 
sustainable communities, and the Sustainable Technologies Evaluation Program (STEP). 

Terrestrial Natural 
Heritage System 
Strategy 

GIS data available 
for the refined 
watershed system 

TRCA has identified the need to improve both the quality and quantity of terrestrial habitat. TRCA’s 
Terrestrial Natural Heritage System Strategy sets measurable targets for attaining a healthier 
natural system by creating an expanded and targeted land base. It includes strategic directions for 
stewardship and securement of the land base, a land use policy framework to help achieve the 
target system, and other implementation mechanisms. 

Terrestrial Species 
and Habitat 

GIS data available  

The terrestrial system includes landscape features, vegetation communities and flora and fauna 
species. Terrestrial species and habitat should be assessed based on their conservation status 
according to sensitivity to disturbance and specialized ecological needs, as well as rarity. 
 
TRCA may require a site assessment and terrestrial inventory to confirm impacts to these 
resources. TRCA’s Terrestrial Natural Heritage Strategy may be applicable to any work that impacts 
terrestrial species and habitat. In addition, relevant legislation (e.g. Migratory Bird Convention Act, 
Species at Risk Act) should be applied. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



    

 

Service Delivery Standards Recommended TRCA Contact Points in the Municipal Class EA 
Planning & Design Process 

Phase 2 Pre-Consultation  
 

Phase 1  

Evaluate 
alternative 

solutions & select 
preliminary 

preferred solution 

Meet with TRCA  

Submit draft 
Phase 

1 & 2 Report 

Host PIC/PCC 

Submit Notice of 
PIC/PCC 

Submit Notice of 
Completion & final 
Project File 

Please note:  
This chart presents a simplification of 
the EA process and is not meant to 
replace Exhibit A.2 of the Municipal 
Class EA Terms of Reference 

Submit Letter of 
Project Initiation 

Send out Request 
for Proposals 

Meet with TRCA  

Identify problem or 
opportunity 

Submit Notice of 
Commencement/ 

Initiation 

Host PIC/PCC 

Meet with TRCA  

 Event Progression 
  

 Decision Path 
  
  

Recommended 
Contact with TRCA 

 
 

Identify alternative 
design concepts for 
preferred solution  

Submit draft 
Phase 3 Report & 

technical 
appendices 

Host PIC/PCC 

Submit Notice of 
PIC/PCC 

Meet with TRCA  

Phase 5 

Phase 4 

Submit draft 
Environmental 
Study Report 
(ESR) 

Submit Notice of 
Public Information 
Centre (PIC)/Public 
Consultation Centre 

(PCC) 

Hold bidder’s 
meeting. Request 
TRCA presence if 

required 

Hire consultant 

S
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h
e
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Evaluate preliminary 
alternative design 
concepts & select 
preliminary preferred 

design 

Meet with TRCA  
if required 

Submit draft 
Project File 

Select preferred 
design 

Select preferred 
solution & confirm 

schedule  

Obtain regulatory 
approvals, tender, 
construct, & monitor 

 

Submit Notice of 
Completion & final 

ESR 

S
c
h
e
d
u
le
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S
c
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e
d
u
le
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Identify alternative 
solutions 

Phase 3 









































 

 

Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport 

Culture Services Unit  
Programs and Services Branch  
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7  
Tel: 416 314 7147 
Fax: 416 212 1802 

Ministère du Tourisme, 
de la Culture et du Sport 

Unité des services culturels  
Direction des programmes et des services 
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél: 416 314 7147 
Téléc: 416 212 1802 

 

February 4, 2016 (EMAIL ONLY)  
 
Henry Cary, PhD, RPA 
Archaeologist/Built Heritage Specialist 
Golder Associates 
33 Alderney Drive, Suite 460 
Dartmouth, NS  B2& 2N4 
E: Henry_Cary@golder.com 

 
RE:  MTCS file #:  0003035 
 Proponent: City of Vaughan 
 Subject:  Heritage Impact Assessment  
    Portage Parkway Widening and Extension 
 Location: City of Vaughan, Ontario 

 
Dear Dr. Cary: 

 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) with the Heritage Impact 
Assessment for your project. The report concludes that there is no potential for impact to built heritage 
resources or cultural heritage landscapes resulting from this project, and as such recommends no 
mitigation measures. MTCS is satisfied with these recommendations. 
 
Thank you for consulting MTCS on this project: please continue to do so through the EA process, and 
contact me for any questions or clarification.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dan Minkin 
Heritage Planner 
Dan.Minkin@Ontario.ca 
 
Copied to:  Marta Roias, RPP 

City of Vaughan 



Emilee O’Leary - 2 - April 27, 2016 

 

The current scope of work does not include conditions 8, 11 and 12 in The Guidelines. 
These refer to detailed modelling, an assessment of Climate Change, and a regional impact 
assessment. For similar Municipal Class EAs, this level of assessment has not been 
required and a qualitative approach, as described above, was considered to be sufficient.  
 
We trust this letter has addressed your comments.  Please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned at (289) 288-0287 ext. 6834 or Stephen.Keen@cima.ca if you have any 
questions or need clarification. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Stephen Keen, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
 
cc: Marta Roias, City of Vaughan  



































CITY OF VAUGHAN 
 

EXTRACT FROM COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 28, 2016 
 

Item 14, Report No. 27, of the Committee of the Whole, which was adopted without amendment by the 
Council of the City of Vaughan on June 28, 2016. 
 
 
 
14 CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STUDY NOTICES OF COMPLETION 
 PORTAGE PARKWAY WIDENING AND EASTERLY EXTENSION TO WEST 
 OF BLACK CREEK (PART A); AND PORTAGE PARKWAY EXTENSION FROM WEST 
 OF BLACK CREEK TO CREDITSTONE ROAD (PART B) 
 WARD 4 - VAUGHAN METROPOLITAN CENTRE 
 
The Committee of the Whole recommends approval of the recommendation contained in the 
following report of the Deputy City Manager, Planning and Growth Management and the Director 
of Development Engineering and Infrastructure Planning, dated June 21, 2016: 
 

Recommendation 
 

The Deputy City Manager, Planning and Growth Management and the Director of Development 
Engineering and Infrastructure Planning recommend:  
 
1. THAT staff issue Notices of Completion and place the respective Environmental Study 

Reports on public record for the minimum 30 day review period in accordance with the 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process for : 
 

a) Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A)  
 

b) Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 
 

Contribution to Sustainability 
 
Consistent with the Goals and Objectives of the City’s Community Sustainability and 
Environmental Master Plan (Green Directions Vaughan), the Environmental Assessment Study 
advances and completes the planning and design process concurrently for the Portage Parkway 
Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek and Portage Parkway Extension from 
West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road, the projects will contribute to: 
 

• transformation of the transportation network and system supporting intensification, 
sustainable growth and development of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC)  

• establishing a green and complete street network of sidewalks, paths and trails that 
support all modes of non-vehicular transportation 

• developing a network of primary roads that support efficient and accessible public and 
private transit 

• reducing single occupant vehicle trips by supporting active transportation, carpooling and 
public transit 

 
Economic Impact 

The Class Environmental Assessment Study for the Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly 
Extension to Creditstone Road is being funded from approved Capital Projects DT-7073-11 and 
DT-7071-11 with funding from City-wide Development Charges. 

The estimated project cost associated with the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design for 
the Portage Parkway widening, extension and improvements, including engineering, construction, 
utility relocations and other project costs is approximately $15.4 million as detailed below: 

• $9.2 million for Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black 
Creek (Part A)   
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• $6.2 million for Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone 
Road  including $3.2 million for the crossing of the Black Creek channel (Part B)  

Estimated project costs for the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design do not include 
property acquisition and are subject to adjustment and refinement through the completion of 
detailed design and engineering.  

The Portage Parkway improvements are included as a project in the 2013 Development Charges 
Background Study at an estimated cost of $14.34 million.  Accordingly, the increase in the 
estimated project cost will be captured in the next update of the Development Charge 
Background Study, which is scheduled for 2018.  

Funding for the completion of detailed design and engineering for the reconstruction of Portage 
Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street is programmed under Capital Project DT- 
7114-16 from City-wide Development Charges. 

Communication  

Key to study communication is the implementation of a comprehensive and responsive 
Consultation Plan, to ensure meaningful consultation with internal and external stakeholders 
while meeting mandatory points of contact in accordance with Municipal Class EA for Schedule C 
projects.  The Consultation Plan, organized around study phases, included public information 
centres, stakeholder engagement and participation of technical review/ regulatory agencies at 
study milestones.  The City’s website, printed media and correspondence provide information on 
the Study’s progress and notice of key Study milestones. Draft Executives Summaries, 
attachments 1 and 2 respectively, provide further details. 

The Consultation Plan was led by the Portage Parkway EA project team comprised of CIMA+ and 
City staff.  Integral to the Consultation Plan was internal stakeholder communication that included 
coordination with the VMC Project Management team with respect to ongoing and emerging 
projects and initiatives in the VMC. 

A Technical Agencies Committee (TAC) comprised of interested representatives of regulatory 
and review agencies was established upon project commencement. The TAC met at key study 
milestones and ahead of Public Information Centres.  The Consultation Plan provided for 
separate and focused technical meetings with approving authorities as required to review project 
impacts, mitigation measures and approval requirements.  
 
A Stakeholder Group (SG) comprised of property owners/ representatives of property owners and 
development applicants generally within 200 metres of the Portage Parkway corridor were invited 
to participate. The SG met at key study milestones and ahead of Public Information Centres.  The 
Consultation Plan provided for focused one- on-one meetings with affected property owners as 
required. The Portage Parkway EA project team and City staff continues to consult and actively 
dialogue with stakeholders and affected property owners with respect to minimizing and 
mitigating impacts while finalizing the Environmental Study Reports. 
 
Notices were communicated to the public through direct mailing to a broader notice area bounded 
by Langstaff Road (north),  Highway 407 (south), CN MacMillan Yard (east) and Weston Road 
(west) and by publication in the Vaughan Citizen and Thornhill Liberal.    

Purpose 

This report summarizes and highlights the findings and recommendations of the Class 
Environmental Assessment Study so that a Notice of Completion can be issued in accordance 
with Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process for: 
 
 …/3 
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• Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A) 
• Portage Parkway Extension from West of  Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 

Background - Analysis and Options 

The City of Vaughan Transportation Master Plan (TMP) – A New Path - identified Portage 
Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road as a strategic improvement 
and key element in support of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre 
 
With subway service to the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Subway Station set to begin in late 
2017 and VIVAnext Highway 7 / West Vaughan’s first phase of fully dedicated Rapidway from  
Edgeley Boulevard to Bowes Road near completion, the timely implementation of the planned 
supporting street network that addresses travel demand, capacity and mobility needs of all users, 
with priority to transit and non-auto based modes of travel, is a key element of the transformation 
and building of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre.  
 
Council’s adopted Official Plan (2010) and companion Transportation Master Plan (TMP) A New 
Path (2012) and focused area transportation studies, in support of the Vaughan Metropolitan 
Centre Secondary Plan, identified strategic road improvements to support regional initiatives and 
future development areas in accordance with the sustainable strategy for growth.   
 
The TMP recommended improvements to Portage Parkway, a major collector road, as part of the 
Vaughan Metropolitan Centre grid network supporting intensification and transit-oriented 
development in Vaughan’s centre and future Downtown. The easterly extension to Creditstone 
will provide a direct link from the industrial area east of the VMC to the planned relocated 
northbound on-ramp to Highway 400, thus facilitating the diversion of truck traffic from Highway 7.  

The TMP recommends the completion of the Municipal Class EA for the Portage Parkway 
Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road 
 
The TMP A New Path, having addressed Phases 1 and 2, recommended completing the planning 
and design phase (Phases 3 and 4) in accordance with the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment. 

Portage Parkway is an east-west road from its westerly connection at Chrislea Road and is 
currently built to a 4-lane urban cross section (2 lanes in each direction) from Applewood 
Crescent to Edgeley Boulevard. The right-of-way through this section is approximately 26 metres.  
East of Edgeley Boulevard to Jane Street, Portage Parkway is currently built to 2 lane urban 
cross section to the terminus at the signalized intersection with Jane Street. The right-of-way 
through this section is approximately 23 metres. Portage Parkway west to Chrislea Road features 
an overpass structure crossing Highway 400 - a strategic connection in the City’s transportation 
network and system that opened in late 2010.  

The VMC Secondary Plan and focused area supporting plans and studies, in the context of 
broader area, provided a robust planning and design framework for advancing and completing the 
EA (planning and design) Study process. These principally included:   
 

• Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Transportation Plan (June 2012) and VMC and 
Surrounding Areas Transportation Study (March 2013)  

• Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Municipal Servicing Class Environmental Assessment 
Master Plan (November 2012) 

• Black Creek Stormwater Optimization Study Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
Master Plan (February 2012) and ongoing Black Creek Renewal EA 

• VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan (November 2015), City wide Streetscape 
Implementation Manual and Financial Strategy (November 2014)and Design Criteria and 
Standard Drawings     
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In May 2015, CIMA+ was retained to complete the Environmental Assessment Study, for 
two interrelated parts, the project limits of which were subject to refinement through the 
study process   

In May 2015,  the City retained CIMA+ to complete the Class Environmental Assessment Study 
Parkway Widening and from Applewood Crescent  to Jane Street (Part  A) and Portage Parkway 
Extension from Jane Street to Creditstone Road (Part B) -  as two interrelated parts. 

The EA Study has proceeded in accordance with the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
2000 as amended in 2007 & 2011 and is now substantially complete.  

CIMA and City staff, over the course of the year has substantially completed the Class EA 
Study and refined project limits for: 
 

• Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A) 
• Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 

The total distance of the EA Study area corridor is approximately 1.5 km. The Study and 
recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is supported by multi-disciplinary and 
comprehensive technical review and study of transportation, natural, socio-economic and built 
environment of the area corridor. 

As the study progressed part limits were refined with Part A, which was initially planned to Jane 
Street, extended to west of Black Creek to include the Jane Street intersection and to provide for 
staging of the extension to an interim terminus of Portage Parkway at Black Creek. It is noted that 
for design and evaluation purposes, both Part A and Part B needed to consider the alignment 
immediately east of Jane Street.  

Draft Environmental Study Reports for the respective Schedule C projects have been prepared 
documenting the planning and design process and have been provided to the Technical Agencies 
Committee and Stakeholders Group for review and comment. An executive summary of each 
study report are included as Attachments 1 and 2 to this report.   

The EA Study corroborates the need to improve and extend Portage Parkway as a multi-
modal street  

The Portage Parkway widening, extension and associated improvements for a 4-lane major 
collector from Applewood Crescent to Creditstone Road designed as a multi modal street will: 
 

• address  travel  demand and mobility needs of all users with priority to non –auto based 
modes of travel  

• improve connections to the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre subway station (regional) and  
York Region Rapid Transit  Bus Terminal (local) transit infrastructure  

• advance the implementation of an alternate route to Highway 7 and Jane Street  
facilitating another route for trucks, which is a key stakeholder concern   

• strengthen the grid network in support of the VMC and surrounding employment area 
development.  

 
Part A Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek 
 
The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design for the Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly 
Extension to West of Black Creek is based on a reasonable range of alternatives, identification 
and consideration of effects on all aspects of the environment and a systematic evaluation. (See 
Attachment 1) 
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Alternative design options were generated based on the existing street centre line as a fixed 
point, constraints presented by the existing stable built form on the north side and consideration 
to the emerging transformation of the VMC. Five alternative design concepts (including Do-
Nothing) for a widening to 33 metres were generated with horizontal alignment varying amongst 
options. 

Widening the right-of-way asymmetrically to the south, emerged as the preferred design concept 
carried forward in consultation with the stakeholders, technical agencies and with public input.  
Key findings are as follows: 
 

• avoids and minimizes impacts to existing on-site private parking on the north side  
• provides flexibility for a logical and orderly staging of  the widening and improvements to 

Portage Parkway  in step with near term  transformation of the VMC  
• provides for seamlessly staging and advancing near term implementation of 

improvements in coordination with and in the context of the VMC planned street network 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is comprised of the following key and functional 
elements: 

• widen and improve Portage Parkway to a 33 metre right-of-way from comprised of the 
following functional elements: 

o active transportation facilitates – including cycle tracks  
o 4 general purpose lanes (2 in each direction) designed with a wider curb lane for 

transit vehicles and trucks in keeping with policies of the VMC 
o auxiliary centre/left turn lane facilitating vehicular travel demand, movements and 

operations  
• improvements to existing and future signalized intersections including Applewood 

Crescent, Edgeley Boulevard and as coordinated with the realigned Millway Avenue.  
• new municipal local road right-of way facilitating in the near term the extension from Jane 

Street to an interim terminus at a cul-de-sac west of the Black Creek. (It is noted that 
implementation of this functional segment is concurrently being advanced in the context 
of  planning application OP.15.003 and Z.15.003 located at the south east quadrant of 
Jane Street and Portage Parkway)   

Part B Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design for easterly extension to Creditstone Road is 
based on a reasonable range of alternatives, identification and consideration of effects on all 
aspects of the environment and a systematic evaluation.  (See Attachment 2)   

Alternative design concepts were generated with consideration to challenges and constraints and 
iteratively short listed to a reasonable range of context sensitive alternative design options (for the 
section east of Jane Street to west of Black Creek) and were carried forward for evaluation. It is 
noted the extension east from Jane Street to west of the Black Creek was under Part B for the 
purposes of generating alternative design concepts and evaluation.  

Challenges and constraints in generating alternative design concepts for a new road right-of-way 
included: 

• Transport Canada’s Grade Crossing Standards (July 2014) with respect to restrictions on 
the proximity of intersections and driveways to public grade crossings (all design 
concepts that did not meet this restriction were screened and not carried forward) 

• existing stable built form/ uses and associated  access and operations principally at the 
north east corner of Jane Street and  Portage Parkway  

• imminent proposed development in the VMC at the south east quadrant of Jane Street 
and Portage Parkway 
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An option, extending east from the Jane Street  intersection narrowing gradually from 33 metres 
to 25.7m at the Black Creek crossing and gradually widening to 33 metres easterly on the 
approaches to the future Maplecrete Road extension and Creditstone Road intersections, 
emerged as the preferred design concept carried forward in consultation with the stakeholders, 
technical agencies and with public input.  

The crossing of the Black Creek was the subject of a separate set of alternative design options 
and evaluation for a preferred structure crossing of the Black Creek. It is noted that the EA Study 
provided for ongoing consultation, exchange of information and focused technical meetings with 
the Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) with respect to the crossing of the Black 
Creek channel that is a TRCA regulated area. Five preliminary design concepts were considered 
for the crossing grouped under culverts (2) and bridges (3). Culvert options not meeting flood 
criteria were dismissed from further consideration.  

Notwithstanding that there are no current plans for active transportation facilities extending north 
from the VMC Secondary Plan area along the Black Creek channel, all alternative design options 
at the crossing consider and do not preclude the opportunity for north-south continuous 
pedestrian and cycling linkages consistent with Council’s approved Term of Council Priorities. 

Key findings for the preferred alternative are as follows: 
 

• provides flexibility for a logical and orderly staging of  the widening and improvements to 
Portage Parkway facilitating and in step with the longer term transformation of the VMC 

• provides for seamlessly advancing  near term implementation in coordination with and in 
the context of the VMC planned street network 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is comprised of the following key and functional 
elements: 

• horizontal alignment that accommodates a new right-of-way ranging from  approximately 
25.7m  - 33m  provides for a future intersection at the future Maplecrete Road extension 
and curves south on the approach to the future signalized intersection at Creditstone 
Road  

o active transportation facilities –  including cycle tracks  
o 4 general purpose lanes (2 in each direction) designed with a wider curb lane for 

transit vehicles and trucks taking into account the policies of the VMC Secondary 
Plan 

o auxiliary centre/ left turn lane facilitating vehicular travel demand, movements 
and operations  

o provision of a standard streetscape consistent with the City wide Streetscape 
Implementation Manual and Financial Strategy and the VMC Streetscape and 
Open Space Plan 

• crossing of the Black Creek - 12 m wide ConSpan structure with consideration and not 
precluding opportunity for future planning of north- south continuation of pedestrian and 
cycling linkages in the broader context of the VMC Secondary Plan Environmental Open 
Space  

The EA Study recommends advancing a staged implementation of the Parts  

The EA Study recommends advancing an Implementation Plan giving priority to Part A, 
particularly in the vicinity of the mobility hub/VMC  subway station.  The following highlights the 
key components of the Implementation Plan;   
 

• advance detailed design and engineering for the reconstruction of Portage Parkway from 
Applewood Crescent to Jane Street as programmed under Capital Project DT – 7114-16  
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• program and allocate funding accordingly for Part A dovetailing ( where possible) with the 
ongoing and emerging detailed design of intersecting north-south VMC streets 

• obtain approvals(permits, etc.) and acquire property (where necessary) in a timely 
manner 

In addition, staff have been working with the development proponents to ensure the Portage 
Parkway project is protected for in the design of projects within the VMC. 

Filing the Environmental Study Reports for agency and public review is the next step in 
the study process 
The next steps in the study are as follows:  
 

• finalize the Environmental Reports based on comments from the review, regulatory 
agencies and stakeholders 

• issue a Notice of Study Completion and place the Environmental Study Reports for the 
minimum 30-day public review period (Phase 4 of the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment process) 

Relationship to Term of Council Service Excellence Strategy Map (2014-2018) 

The completion of the EA Study for the two projects advances Council’s priorities with respect to:  
 

• Improve municipal road network 
• Continue to develop transit, cycling and pedestrian options to get around the City  
• Facilitate the development of the VMC 

Regional Implications 

Region of York staff have participated through all phases of the EA Study as part of the formal 
Technical Agencies Committee and specifically as it relates to intersection design and access to 
Jane Street as Jane Street is under the Region’s jurisdiction.  The EA study recommends, in 
minimizing and mitigating impacts, the unavoidable need to relocate the existing off-set driveway 
access at the Jane Street intersection to the property on the north east quadrant of Jane Street 
and the Portage Parkway extension.  It is recognized that all access to Jane Street is subject to 
the findings of the York Region’s future Rapid Transit Corridor Environmental Assessment.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The Class EA Studies for the Portage Parkway widening and extension to Creditstone Road have 
now been completed and submitted to the Technical Agencies Committee and Stakeholders 
Group for their final review and comment.  Upon completion of the review, it is recommended that 
the Environmental Study Reports be finalized and associated Notices of Completion be issued for 
the following Schedule C projects: 
 
• Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A) 
• Portage Parkway Extension from West of  Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 
 
Issuing the Notice of Completion places the respective Environmental Study Reports on public 
record for the minimum 30 day review period in accordance with the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment process. 
 
The City may proceed with the detailed design and construction of the road works after the Class 
EA studies have received final approval.  
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  JUNE 21, 2016 

CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STUDY NOTICES OF COMPLETION 
PORTAGE PARKWAY WIDENING AND EASTERLY EXTENSION TO WEST OF BLACK CREEK 
(PART A); AND  
PORTAGE PARKWAY EXTENSION FROM WEST OF BLACK CREEK TO CREDITSTONE ROAD 
(PART B) 
WARD 4 - VAUGHAN METROPOLITAN CENTRE 

Recommendation 

The Deputy City Manager, Planning and Growth Management and the Director of Development 
Engineering and Infrastructure Planning recommend:  

 
1. THAT staff issue Notices of Completion and place the respective Environmental Study 

Reports on public record for the minimum 30 day review period in accordance with the 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process for : 
 

a) Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A)  
 

b) Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 
 

Contribution to Sustainability 
 
Consistent with the Goals and Objectives of the City’s Community Sustainability and 
Environmental Master Plan (Green Directions Vaughan), the Environmental Assessment Study 
advances and completes the planning and design process concurrently for the Portage Parkway 
Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek and Portage Parkway Extension from 
West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road, the projects will contribute to: 
 

• transformation of the transportation network and system supporting intensification, 
sustainable growth and development of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC)  

• establishing a green and complete street network of sidewalks, paths and trails that 
support all modes of non-vehicular transportation 

• developing a network of primary roads that support efficient and accessible public and 
private transit 

• reducing single occupant vehicle trips by supporting active transportation, carpooling and 
public transit 

Economic Impact 

The Class Environmental Assessment Study for the Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly 
Extension to Creditstone Road is being funded from approved Capital Projects DT-7073-11 and 
DT-7071-11 with funding from City-wide Development Charges. 

The estimated project cost associated with the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design for 
the Portage Parkway widening, extension and improvements, including engineering, construction, 
utility relocations and other project costs is approximately $15.4 million as detailed below: 

• $9.2 million for Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black 
Creek (Part A)   

• $6.2 million for Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone 
Road  including $3.2 million for the crossing of the Black Creek channel (Part B)  



Estimated project costs for the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design do not include 
property acquisition and are subject to adjustment and refinement through the completion of 
detailed design and engineering.  

The Portage Parkway improvements are included as a project in the 2013 Development Charges 
Background Study at an estimated cost of $14.34 million.  Accordingly, the increase in the 
estimated project cost will be captured in the next update of the Development Charge 
Background Study, which is scheduled for 2018.  

Funding for the completion of detailed design and engineering for the reconstruction of Portage 
Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street is programmed under Capital Project DT- 
7114-16 from City-wide Development Charges. 

Communication  

Key to study communication is the implementation of a comprehensive and responsive 
Consultation Plan, to ensure meaningful consultation with internal and external stakeholders 
while meeting mandatory points of contact in accordance with Municipal Class EA for Schedule C 
projects. The Consultation Plan, organized around study phases, included public information 
centres, stakeholder engagement and participation of technical review/ regulatory agencies at 
study milestones. The City’s website, printed media and correspondence provide information on 
the Study’s progress and notice of key Study milestones. Draft Executives Summaries, 
attachments 1 and 2 respectively, provide further details. 

The Consultation Plan was led by the Portage Parkway EA project team comprised of CIMA+ and 
City staff. Integral to the Consultation Plan was internal stakeholder communication that included 
coordination with the VMC Project Management team with respect to ongoing and emerging 
projects and initiatives in the VMC. 

A Technical Agencies Committee (TAC) comprised of interested representatives of regulatory 
and review agencies was established upon project commencement. The TAC met at key study 
milestones and ahead of Public Information Centres. The Consultation Plan provided for separate 
and focused technical meetings with approving authorities as required to review project impacts, 
mitigation measures and approval requirements.  
 
A Stakeholder Group (SG) comprised of property owners/ representatives of property owners and 
development applicants generally within 200 metres of the Portage Parkway corridor were invited 
to participate. The SG met at key study milestones and ahead of Public Information Centres.  The 
Consultation Plan provided for focused one- on-one meetings with affected property owners as 
required. The Portage Parkway EA project team and City staff continues to consult and actively 
dialogue with stakeholders and affected property owners with respect to minimizing and 
mitigating impacts while finalizing the Environmental Study Reports. 
 
Notices were communicated to the public through direct mailing to a broader notice area bounded 
by Langstaff Road (north),  Highway 407 (south), CN MacMillan Yard (east) and Weston Road 
(west) and by publication in the Vaughan Citizen and Thornhill Liberal.    

Purpose 

This report summarizes and highlights the findings and recommendations of the Class 
Environmental Assessment Study so that a Notice of Completion can be issued in accordance 
with Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process for: 
 

• Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A) 
• Portage Parkway Extension from West of  Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 



  
Background - Analysis and Options 

The City of Vaughan Transportation Master Plan (TMP) – A New Path - identified Portage 
Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road as a strategic improvement 
and key element in support of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre 
 
With subway service to the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Subway Station set to begin in late 
2017 and VIVAnext Highway 7 / West Vaughan’s first phase of fully dedicated Rapidway from  
Edgeley Boulevard to Bowes Road near completion, the timely implementation of the planned 
supporting street network that addresses travel demand, capacity and mobility needs of all users, 
with priority to transit and non-auto based modes of travel, is a key element of the transformation 
and building of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre.  
 
Council’s adopted Official Plan (2010) and companion Transportation Master Plan (TMP) A New 
Path (2012) and focused area transportation studies, in support of the Vaughan Metropolitan 
Centre Secondary Plan, identified strategic road improvements to support regional initiatives and 
future development areas in accordance with the sustainable strategy for growth.   
  
The TMP recommended improvements to Portage Parkway, a major collector road, as part of the 
Vaughan Metropolitan Centre grid network supporting intensification and transit-oriented 
development in Vaughan’s centre and future Downtown. The easterly extension to Creditstone 
will provide a direct link from the industrial area east of the VMC to the planned relocated 
northbound on-ramp to Highway 400, thus facilitating the diversion of truck traffic from Highway 7.  

The TMP recommends the completion of the Municipal Class EA for the Portage Parkway 
Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road 
 
The TMP A New Path, having addressed Phases 1 and 2, recommended completing the planning 
and design phase (Phases 3 and 4) in accordance with the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment. 

Portage Parkway is an east-west road from its westerly connection at Chrislea Road and is 
currently built to a 4-lane urban cross section (2 lanes in each direction) from Applewood 
Crescent to Edgeley Boulevard. The right-of-way through this section is approximately 26 metres.   
East of Edgeley Boulevard to Jane Street, Portage Parkway is currently built to 2 lane urban 
cross section to the terminus at the signalized intersection with Jane Street. The right-of-way 
through this section is approximately 23 metres. Portage Parkway west to Chrislea Road features 
an overpass structure crossing Highway 400 - a strategic connection in the City’s transportation 
network and system that opened in late 2010.  

The VMC Secondary Plan and focused area supporting plans and studies, in the context of 
broader area, provided a robust planning and design framework for advancing and completing the 
EA (planning and design) Study process. These principally included:   

• Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Transportation Plan (June 2012) and VMC and 
Surrounding Areas Transportation Study (March 2013)  

• Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Municipal Servicing Class Environmental Assessment 
Master Plan (November 2012) 

• Black Creek Stormwater Optimization Study Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
Master Plan (February 2012) and ongoing Black Creek Renewal EA 

• VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan (November 2015), City wide Streetscape 
Implementation Manual and Financial Strategy (November 2014)and Design Criteria and 
Standard Drawings     



In May 2015, CIMA+ was retained to complete the Environmental Assessment Study, for 
two interrelated parts, the project limits of which were subject to refinement through the 
study process   

In May 2015,  the City retained CIMA+ to complete the Class Environmental Assessment Study 
Parkway Widening and from Applewood Crescent  to Jane Street (Part  A) and Portage Parkway 
Extension from Jane Street to Creditstone Road (Part B) -  as two interrelated parts. 

The EA Study has proceeded in accordance with the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
2000 as amended in 2007 & 2011 and is now substantially complete.  

CIMA and City staff, over the course of the year has substantially completed the Class EA 
Study and refined project limits for: 

• Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A) 
• Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 

The total distance of the EA Study area corridor is approximately 1.5 km. The Study and 
recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is supported by multi-disciplinary and 
comprehensive technical review and study of transportation, natural, socio-economic and built 
environment of the area corridor. 

As the study progressed part limits were refined with Part A, which was initially planned to Jane 
Street, extended to west of Black Creek to include the Jane Street intersection and to provide for 
staging of the extension to an interim terminus of Portage Parkway at Black Creek. It is noted that 
for design and evaluation purposes, both Part A and Part B needed to consider the alignment 
immediately east of Jane Street.  

Draft Environmental Study Reports for the respective Schedule C projects have been prepared 
documenting the planning and design process and have been provided to the Technical Agencies 
Committee and Stakeholders Group for review and comment. An executive summary of each 
study report are included as Attachments 1 and 2 to this report.   

The EA Study corroborates the need to improve and extend Portage Parkway as a multi-
modal street  

The Portage Parkway widening, extension and associated improvements for a 4-lane major 
collector from Applewood Crescent to Creditstone Road designed as a multi modal street will: 

• address  travel  demand and mobility needs of all users with priority to non –auto based 
modes of travel  

• improve connections to the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre subway station (regional) and  
York Region Rapid Transit  Bus Terminal (local) transit infrastructure  

• advance the implementation of an alternate route to Highway 7 and Jane Street  
facilitating another route for trucks, which is a key stakeholder concern   

• strengthen the grid network in support of the VMC and surrounding employment area 
development.  
 

Part A Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design for the Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly 
Extension to West of Black Creek is based on a reasonable range of alternatives, identification 
and consideration of effects on all aspects of the environment and a systematic evaluation. (See 
Attachment 1) 



Alternative design options were generated based on the existing street centre line as a fixed 
point, constraints presented by the existing stable built form on the north side and consideration 
to the emerging transformation of the VMC. Five alternative design concepts (including Do-
Nothing) for a widening to 33 metres were generated with horizontal alignment varying amongst 
options. 

Widening the right-of-way asymmetrically to the south, emerged as the preferred design concept 
carried forward in consultation with the stakeholders, technical agencies and with public input.  
Key findings are as follows: 

• avoids and minimizes impacts to existing on-site private parking on the north side  
• provides flexibility for a logical and orderly staging of  the widening and improvements to 

Portage Parkway  in step with near term  transformation of the VMC  
• provides for seamlessly staging and advancing near term implementation of 

improvements in coordination with and in the context of the VMC planned street network 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is comprised of the following key and functional 
elements: 

• widen and improve Portage Parkway to a 33 metre right-of-way from comprised of the 
following functional elements: 

o active transportation facilitates – including cycle tracks  
o 4 general purpose lanes (2 in each direction) designed with a wider curb lane for 

transit vehicles and trucks in keeping with policies of the VMC 
o auxiliary centre/left turn lane facilitating vehicular travel demand, movements and 

operations  
• improvements to existing and future signalized intersections including Applewood 

Crescent, Edgeley Boulevard and as coordinated with the realigned Millway Avenue.  
• new municipal local road right-of way facilitating in the near term the extension from Jane 

Street to an interim terminus at a cul-de-sac west of the Black Creek. (It is noted that 
implementation of this functional segment is concurrently being advanced in the context 
of  planning application OP.15.003 and Z.15.003 located at the south east quadrant of 
Jane Street and Portage Parkway)   

Part B Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design for easterly extension to Creditstone Road is 
based on a reasonable range of alternatives, identification and consideration of effects on all 
aspects of the environment and a systematic evaluation.  (See Attachment 2)   

Alternative design concepts were generated with consideration to challenges and constraints and 
iteratively short listed to a reasonable range of context sensitive alternative design options (for the 
section east of Jane Street to west of Black Creek) and were carried forward for evaluation. It is 
noted the extension east from Jane Street to west of the Black Creek was under Part B for the 
purposes of generating alternative design concepts and evaluation.  

Challenges and constraints in generating alternative design concepts for a new road right-of-way 
included: 

• Transport Canada’s Grade Crossing Standards (July 2014) with respect to restrictions on 
the proximity of intersections and driveways to public grade crossings (all design 
concepts that did not meet this restriction were screened and not carried forward) 

• existing stable built form/ uses and associated  access and operations principally at the 
north east corner of Jane Street and  Portage Parkway  

• imminent  proposed development in the VMC at the south east quadrant of Jane Street 
and Portage Parkway 



An option, extending east from the Jane Street  intersection narrowing gradually from 33 metres 
to 25.7m at the Black Creek crossing and gradually widening to 33 metres easterly on the 
approaches to the future Maplecrete Road extension and Creditstone Road intersections, 
emerged as the preferred design concept carried forward in consultation with the stakeholders, 
technical agencies and with public input.  

The crossing of the Black Creek was the subject of a separate set of alternative design options 
and evaluation for a preferred structure crossing of the Black Creek. It is noted that the EA Study 
provided for ongoing consultation, exchange of information and focused technical meetings with 
the Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) with respect to the crossing of the Black 
Creek channel that is a TRCA regulated area. Five preliminary design concepts were considered 
for the crossing grouped under culverts (2) and bridges (3). Culvert options not meeting flood 
criteria were dismissed from further consideration.  

Notwithstanding that there are no current plans for active transportation facilities extending north 
from the VMC Secondary Plan area along the Black Creek channel, all alternative design options 
at the crossing consider and do not preclude the opportunity for north-south continuous 
pedestrian and cycling linkages consistent with Council’s approved Term of Council Priorities. 

Key findings for the preferred alternative are as follows: 

• provides flexibility for a logical and orderly staging of  the widening and improvements to 
Portage Parkway facilitating and in step with the longer term transformation of the VMC 

• provides for seamlessly advancing  near term implementation in coordination with and in 
the context of the VMC planned street network 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is comprised of the following key and functional 
elements: 

• horizontal alignment that accommodates a new right-of-way ranging from  approximately 
25.7m  - 33m  provides for a future intersection at the future Maplecrete Road extension 
and curves south on the approach to the future signalized intersection at Creditstone 
Road  

o active transportation facilities –  including cycle tracks  
o 4 general purpose lanes (2 in each direction) designed with a wider curb lane for 

transit vehicles and trucks taking into account the policies of the VMC Secondary 
Plan 

o auxiliary centre/ left turn lane facilitating vehicular travel demand, movements 
and operations  

o provision of a standard streetscape consistent with the City wide Streetscape 
Implementation Manual and Financial Strategy and the VMC Streetscape and 
Open Space Plan 

• crossing of the Black Creek - 12 m wide ConSpan structure with consideration and not 
precluding opportunity for future planning of north- south continuation of pedestrian and 
cycling linkages in the broader context of the VMC Secondary Plan Environmental Open 
Space  

The EA Study recommends advancing a staged implementation of the Parts  

The EA Study recommends advancing an Implementation Plan giving priority to Part A, 
particularly in the vicinity of the mobility hub/VMC  subway station.  The following highlights the 
key components of the Implementation Plan;   

• advance detailed design and engineering for the reconstruction of Portage Parkway from 
Applewood Crescent to Jane Street as programmed under Capital Project DT – 7114-16  



• program and allocate funding accordingly for Part A dovetailing ( where possible) with the 
ongoing and emerging detailed design of intersecting north-south VMC streets 

• obtain approvals(permits, etc.) and acquire property (where necessary) in a timely 
manner 

In addition, staff have been working with the development proponents to ensure the Portage 
Parkway project is protected for in the design of projects within the VMC. 

Filing the Environmental Study Reports for agency and public review is the next step in 
the study process 

The next steps in the study are as follows:  
 

• finalize the Environmental Reports based on comments from the review, regulatory 
agencies and stakeholders 

• issue a Notice of Study Completion and place the Environmental Study Reports for the 
minimum 30-day public review period (Phase 4 of the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment process) 

Relationship to Term of Council Service Excellence Strategy Map (2014-2018) 

The completion of the EA Study for the two projects advances Council’s priorities with respect to:  
 

• Improve municipal road network 
• Continue to develop transit, cycling and pedestrian options to get around the City  
• Facilitate the development of the VMC 

Regional Implications 

Region of York staff have participated through all phases of the EA Study as part of the formal 
Technical Agencies Committee and specifically as it relates to intersection design and access to 
Jane Street as Jane Street is under the Region’s jurisdiction. The EA study recommends, in 
minimizing and mitigating impacts, the unavoidable need to relocate the existing off-set driveway 
access at the Jane Street intersection to the property on the north east quadrant of Jane Street 
and the Portage Parkway extension. It is recognized that all access to Jane Street is subject to 
the findings of the York Region’s future Rapid Transit Corridor Environmental Assessment.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The Class EA Studies for the Portage Parkway widening and extension to Creditstone Road have 
now been completed and submitted to the Technical Agencies Committee and Stakeholders 
Group for their final review and comment.  Upon completion of the review, it is recommended that 
the Environmental Study Reports be finalized and associated Notices of Completion be issued for 
the following Schedule C projects: 
 
• Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek (Part A) 
• Portage Parkway Extension from West of  Black Creek to Creditstone Road (Part B) 
 
Issuing the Notice of Completion places the respective Environmental Study Reports on public 
record for the minimum 30 day review period in accordance with the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment process. 
 
The City may proceed with the detailed design and construction of the road works after the Class 
EA studies have received final approval.  
 



 

Attachments 

1. Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension from Applewood Crescent to West of  
 Black Creek – Draft Environmental Study Report Executive Summary 
 
2. Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road –   
 Draft Environmental Study Report Executive Summary 
 

Report prepared by: 

Selma Hubjer, Manager Transportation Planning, 8674 
Marta Roias, Transportation Project Manager, 8026 
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JOHN MACKENZIE     ANDREW PEARCE 
Deputy City Manager     Director Development Engineering and 
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0. Executive Summary 

The City of Vaughan Transportation Master Plan (TMP), A New Path identified Portage Parkway 

Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road as a strategic improvement and key element in 

support of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre and recommends completion of the Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment.   

This Environmental Assessment Study advances implementation of the Portage Parkway Widening and 

Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road in accordance with Schedule C of the Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment (October 2000, as amended in 2007 & 2011.   

The City of Vaughan retained CIMA+ in May 2015 to complete an Environmental Assessment (EA) study 

for the Portage Parkway Widening from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street (Part A) and Portage 

Parkway Extension from Jane Street to Creditstone Road (Part B) as two interrelated parts; the project 

limits of which were subject to refinement through the study process. 

Accordingly this Environmental Study Report documents the planning and design process, in 

accordance with the Municipal Class EA for: 

Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek. 
 
Part A was initially 

defined as the widening and improvements from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street.  As the study 

progressed, the project limits were extended easterly to west of Black Creek in order to facilitate the 

required staged reconstruction of the extension/ east leg of the Jane Street intersection and easterly 

extension of a local road to an interim terminus at cul-de-sac west of Black Creek. 

Documentation with respect to Part B is contained in a separate Environmental Study Report for 

Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road. 

0.1 Background and Study Context  

The City’s Transportation Master Plan, A New Path (2013), Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC) 

Secondary Plan and supporting focused area transportation plans and studies identified the Portage 

Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road as a strategic network improvement to 

support development within the VMC.   

Portage Parkway is an east-west road from its westerly connection at Chrislea Road and is currently built 

to a 4-lane urban cross section (2 lanes in each direction) from Applewood Crescent to Edgeley 

Boulevard.  The current right-of-way through this section is approximately 26 metres.  East of Edgeley 

Boulevard to Jane Street, Portage Parkway is currently built to 2 lane urban cross section to the terminus 

at the signalized intersection with Jane Street.  The right-of-way through this section is approximately 23 

metres.  Portage Parkway west to Chrislea Road features an overpass structure crossing Highway 400; a 

strategic connection in the City’s transportation network and system that opened in late 2010.   

roiasm
Text Box
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The VMC Secondary Plan and focused area supporting plans and studies, in the context of broader area, 

provided a robust planning and design framework for advancing and completing the study EA (planning 

and design) Study process.  These principally included:  

 Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Transportation Plan (June 2012) and VMC and Surrounding Areas 

Transportation Study (March 2013)  

 Municipal Servicing Class Environmental Assessment Master Plan (November 2012) 

 Black Creek Stormwater Optimization Study Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Master 

Plan ( February 2012) and ongoing Black Creek Renewal EA 

 VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan (November 2015) City wide Streetscape Implementation 

Manual and Financial Strategy (November 2014) and Design Criteria and Standard Drawings 

The VMC Secondary Plan provides the following broader transportation planning and policy context for 

advancing and completing the planning and design of Portage Parkway: 

+ Encourage the use of Portage Parkway for through movements linking to Highway 400. 

+ Support the extent of the right-of-way for the Spadina Subway Line to Portage Parkway to protect 

for future subway extension beyond the VMC. 

+ Link Creditstone Road to Portage Parkway and link both roads to Highway 7 and Jane Street to 

establish a bypass (i.e., Creditstone-Portage-Applewood Bypass) to assist with mitigating through 

movements on Highway 7 and Jane Street.  This bypass would require the southerly extension of  

+ Applewood Crescent from Portage Parkway. 

+ Cooperate with York Region to implement rapid transit services on Jane Street. 

+ Acquire right-of-way for an extension of Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road. 

0.1.1 Study Area 

Figure 1 illustrates the study area for Part A and Part B.  The total distance of the study area corridor is 

approximately 1.5 km.  As the project progressed, it became clear that Part A widening had implications 

immediately east of Jane Street because of an existing driveway on the east side of the Jane 

Street/Portage Parkway intersection that would have to be relocated.  Therefore, both Parts A and B 

considered implications of the alignment immediately east of Jane Street. 

The EA study and recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is supported by a multi-disciplinary and 

comprehensive technical review and study of transportation, natural, socio- economic and built 

environment of the area corridor.   

0.1.2 Class EA Process 

Municipal projects that affect the purpose, capacity or function of a roadway, or propose new roadways, 

are subject to the Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (October 

2000, as amended in 2007 and 2011).   
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The TMP A New Path (Appendix I), having addressed Phases 1 and 2, recommended completing the 

planning and design process in accordance with the Municipal Class EA.  This EA Study revisits Phases 

1 and 2 and completes Phases 3 and 4 for the Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to 

West of Black Creek as a Schedule C project under the Municipal Class EA.  Schedule C projects must 

follow Phases 1 through 5 of the Class EA process: 

Phase 1 Identify the problem or opportunity. 

Phase 2  Identify alternative solutions to address the problem or opportunity.   

Phase 3  Examine alternative methods of implementing the preferred solution. 

Phase 4 Document the rationale for the Preferred Solution and Design Concept, and the planning, 

design and consultation process in an Environmental Study Report (ESR) for public and 

agency review.   

Phase 5 Complete contract drawings and documents, and proceed to construction, operation and 

environmental monitoring. 

 

Figure 1: Study Area for Part A and Part B 

Accordingly, separate Environmental Study Reports for Part A (and interrelated Part B)  documenting 

Phases 1 through 4 will be  placed on public record  for the minimum 30 calendar days upon study 

completion for public and agency review.  . 
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0.1.3 Consultation Plan 

An extensive Consultation Plan, was implemented to ensure meaningful consultation with internal and 

external stakeholders and reviewing agencies.  The Consultation Plan, organized around study phases, 

included public information centres, stakeholder engagement and participation of technical review/ 

regulatory agencies at study milestones 

The Consultation Plan was led by the Portage Parkway EA project team comprised of CIMA+ and City 

staff.  The City’s website, printed media and correspondence provide information on the Study’s progress 

and notice of key Study milestones 

A mailing list was developed to notify potentially interested parties of opportunities for review and 

comment.  Four notices to the public and internal and external stakeholders were undertaken: 

Notice of Commencement,     June 18 and 25, 2015 

Notice of Public Information Centre No.  1,   November 10, 2015 

Notice of Public Information Centre No.  2,   February 23, 2016 

Notice of Completion.      Pending, 2016 

To inform the general public of the study, each of the notices were advertised in two separate issues of 

the Vaughan Citizen and The Thornhill Liberal, and mailed to approximately 1,500 stakeholders and 93 

agency representatives on the study mailing list.  The Notices were also posted to the City’s webpage at: 

http://www.vaughan.ca/projects/projects_and_studies/environmental_assessment_studies/Pages/Class-

EA-Study-for-Portage-Parkway.aspx. 

The Public Information Centres (PICs) were held at the Homewood Suites Hotel near Portage Parkway 

on: 

+ November 25, 2015 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

This PIC presented findings from Phases 1 and 2 of the project and asked for public input on the 

findings – 19 members of the public attended. 

+ March 9, 2016 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

This PIC presented findings from Phase 3 of the project, presenting alternative designs and the 

preliminary preferred design, and requested public input on the findings - 14 members of the 

public attended. 

Two advisory groups were formed and met three (3) times to provide input to the study following 

commencement and in advance of each PIC.  Invitations to participate on the study’s Technical Agencies 

Committee were mailed to approximately 93 agency representatives.  Invitations to participate on the 

study’s Stakeholders Group were mailed to approximately 201 property owners within 200 m north and 

south of Portage Parkway within the study limits.   

A Stakeholders Group was established from interested owners of property within 200 m of the Portage 

Parkway study corridor, including representatives of active and proposed development in the area; and  

A Technical Agencies Committee was established from interested representatives of regulatory and/or 

approving agencies on the study mailing list.  Separate meetings were held with approving authorities as 

http://www.vaughan.ca/projects/projects_and_studies/environmental_assessment_studies/Pages/Class-EA-Study-for-Portage-Parkway.aspx
http://www.vaughan.ca/projects/projects_and_studies/environmental_assessment_studies/Pages/Class-EA-Study-for-Portage-Parkway.aspx
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required to review project impacts, mitigation measures and approval requirements.   

One-on-one meetings were held with several land owners whose property was directly impacted by the 

proposed road improvements so that their concerns were considered during the evaluation of options and 

mitigation measures developed as appropriate.  An Open House further reaching out and engaging 

affected property owners along the corridor was held on May 5, 2016. 

The Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs advised the following First Nations may have existing or asserted rights 

or claims in Ontario’s land claims process or litigation which may be affected by the project: 

+ Chippewas of Georgina Island 

+ Beausoleil First Nation  

+ Chippewas of Rama 

+ Mississaugas of the New Credit First 

Nation 

0.2 Phase 1 – Problem and Opportunity 

The EA Study, building on the City’s TMP and VMC Secondary Plan, corroborates the need to improve, 

and design Portage Parkway as a multi-modal street.   

0.2.1 Needs and Justification 

A broader comprehensive traffic analysis was undertaken of the corridor that validates the need to widen 

Portage Parkway to 4 lanes from Applewood Crescent to Creditstone Road as a major collector road.  

The following highlights technical findings with respect to road way performance and operations including 

under a “Do-Nothing” planning scenario.  : 

+ Under existing traffic conditions, most intersections and turning movements operate satisfactorily 

during both the a.m. and p.m. peak hours; 

+ Under future 2031 traffic conditions with a “Do Nothing” scenario (e.g. no widening on Portage 

Parkway), traffic operations along the corridor is expected to severely deteriorate, resulting in 

high levels of congestion; and 

+ Under future 2031 traffic conditions with the proposed widening, all intersections and turning 

movements are expected to operate satisfactorily during the a.m. peak hour. 

0.2.2 Problem and Opportunity Statement 

The following Problem and Opportunity Statement was developed and used to guide the remainder of the 

planning process: 

Transportation improvements are needed to support growth and to provide alternative truck routes to 

Highway 7 within the VMC.   

Improving Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street is an opportunity to: 

+ Serve the VMC and surrounding employment area, 

+ Create an alternative route for trucks to bypass the VMC core, 

+ Improve connections to local and regional infrastructure, 
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+ Support transit-oriented nodes and corridors, and 

+ Enhance transit ridership, cycling and walking. 

The extension of Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road is an opportunity to: 

+ Provide a continuous route for all modes of transportation from Weston Road crossing 

Highway 400 and the Black Creek channel to Creditstone Road, and 

+ Alleviate traffic congestion on Highway 7 within the VMC.   

0.3 Phase 2 – Alternative Planning Solutions 

Six (6) alternative planning solutions were identified and evaluated as part of Phase 1 and 2 of the Class 

EA process: 

Do Nothing 

This solution would leave Portage Parkway unmodified in an ‘as is’ state. 

Travel Demand Management Initiatives 

Travel demand management initiatives involve strategies and policies used to reduce travel demand or 

redistribute the demand spatially or temporally.   

Alternative Modes of Transportation 

Promoting and facilitating the use of alternative modes of transportation, such as transit and cycling, can 

reduce the demand on a roadway. 

Localized Intersection and Operational Improvements 

Operational improvements such as the retiming of traffic signals and installation of turning lanes, can 

improve the overall efficiency of a roadway (i.e.  maximize throughput) and the surrounding network. 

Widening Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street 

This solution would increase the capacity of the roadway between Applewood Crescent and Jane Street. 

Extending Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road 

This solution addresses the local areas network discontinuity by extending Portage Parkway from Jane 

Street to Creditstone Road. 

An advantage/disadvantage evaluation process was used to compare the alternatives.  Two (2) of the 

recommended solutions have previously been recommended as part of the Transportation Master Plan 

(TMP) and are assumed to continue, which are: 

+ Travel Demand Management Initiatives – Identified in the TMP and will be implemented by the 

City as a separate strategy. 

+ Alternative Modes of Transportation – Identified in the TMP, including the provision for continuous 

sidewalks, cycling systems, connectivity of the subway extension to Highway 7, and rapid transit 

of Jane Street. 
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The other three (3) recommended solutions are: 

+ Localized Intersection and Operational Improvements; 

+ Widening Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street; and 

+ Extending Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road. 

The alternative planning solutions and evaluation were presented to the Advisory Groups (Technical and 

Stakeholder) and also at the first PIC.  Minor comments were received during this consultation process, 

mostly concerning requests to be kept up to date as the project proceeds.   

0.4 Phase 3 – Alternative Designs  

Development of the design concepts and alternative options, evaluated against technical and 

environmental based criteria,   considered the three-dimensions of a road corridor; i.e. the cross-section, 

the horizontal alignment and vertical profile as follows.   

Cross-Section 

The VMC Secondary Plan (Figure below) and VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan as coordinated 

with the City’s broader City-wide Streetscape Implementation Manual and Financial Strategy and Design 

Criteria and Standard Drawings provided the planning and design context and framework for the 

exploration of alternative typical cross-sections.   

The beginning point for the development of a typical cross-section was the street cross section from the 

VMC Secondary Plan (figure below) and organization of streetscape infrastructure as guided by the VMC 

Streetscape and Open Space Plan.  The symmetrical street cross section in the VMC Secondary Plan 

accommodates four 3.5m travel lanes, two 1.5m on-street bicycle lanes and 5.5m boulevards within a 33 

metre right of way. The VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan incorporates cycling facilities into the 

street network to build a cohesive and permeable network - identifying  a cycle track for Portage Parkway.  
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Recognizing high truck volumes associated in large part with the surrounding industrial and employment 

areas,  the preferred  typical cross-section, shown in figure 2,  was refined  to provide a wider ( relative to 

3.3m  inside  lane) 3.5m  curb lane, and wider raised off-road cycle track at 1.8m separated by a rolled 

curb facilitating trucks and cyclists respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Executive Summary of the Draft Environmental Study Report  
Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek  

Class Environmental Assessment 
City of Vaughan 
May 27, 2016 

 

Page 9 of 13 
 

0.4.1 Technical and Environmental Criteria 

Each of the alternative design options was assessed against the following technical and environmental 

criteria: 

 

Technical Criteria Environmental Criteria 

Economic 

+ Capital costs 

 

Implementation 

+ Conformity with regulatory framework. 

+ Construction staging and planning. 

+ Impacts on existing municipal services and 
utilities. 

 

Infrastructure Planning  

+ Improved road safety. 

+ Opportunities for other travel modes (walking, 
cycling, and public transit). 

+ Improving road capacity and/or traffic flow. 

+ Conformity with official/secondary plans and 
transportation master plans. 

Natural 

+ Impacts on avian and wildlife. 

+ Encroachment onto natural areas 

+ Impacts on species at risk.   

+ Impacts on aquatic and watercourses. 

+ Impacts on vegetation. 

 

Cultural/Social 

+ Impacts on archaeology. 

+ Impacts on built heritage and cultural 
landscapes. 

+ Air quality. 

+ Compatibility with emergency services 
requirements. 

+ Property and parking access impacts. 

+ Noise impacts (post construction). 

0.4.2 Applewood Crescent to Jane Street Widening Alternatives 

Horizontal alignment constraints were presented by the existing stable built form on the north side 

(including parking) and consideration of the emerging transformation of the VMC on the south side; these 

considerations led to five alternative design concepts (including Do-Nothing) being developed with the 

horizontal alignment varying for each option. 

As previously noted, while Part A was initially identified as being west of Jane Street, as the EA Study 

progressed, it became clear that Part A widening had implications immediately east of Jane Street 

because of an existing off-set driveway on the east side of the Jane Street/Portage Parkway intersection 

that would have to be relocated.  Therefore options were developed that considered both Parts A and B.  

Four (4) design options to widen and improve Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street 

were developed and carried forward for evaluation.  The first option aligns the “widening equally on both 

sides”; once the business impacts (mainly loss of parking on the north side) of this option were apparent, 

further options were developed that varied the alignment to the south and north giving due consideration 

to constraints on both the north and south sides:  
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‘Do Nothing’ Option 

No widening of Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street – this was used for 

comparative purposes in order to measure the net impacts. 

Option 1: Widen Equally on Both Sides 

Widening equally about the centreline removes a row of parking from all properties on the North side. 

Option 2: Widen to the South with No Impact on North Side 

Widening to the South avoids all North side parking impacts, but adversely impacts parking and 

loading/unloading operations on the South side. 

Option 3: Widen to the South with impact on North Side 

Holding the right-of-way at its current position on the North side adversely impacts parking within the 

right-of-way, as well as parking and loading/unloading operations on the South side. 

Option 4: Hold Right-of-Way on Majority of Parking Curb Lines (Both Sides) - preferred 

Holding the right-of-way to the edge of the curb line for parking on the North and South sides minimizes 

property impacts on the North side (affects one North-side property which is constructed partly in the 

City’s right-of-way). 

Widening the right-of-way asymmetrically to the south - holding the future right-of-way on the majority of 

parking curb lines on the north and south sides to the south (Option 4), - emerged as the preferred design 

option carried forward in consultation with the stakeholders, technical agencies and with public input.   

Key features of the preferred design are as follows: 

 minimizes impacts to existing on-site private parking on the north side;  

 the option is compatible with the preferred option for Part B; 

 provides flexibility for a logical and orderly staging of the widening and improvements to Portage 

Parkway facilitating and in step with imminent and nearer term transformation of the VMC; and 

 provides for seamlessly staging and advancing near term implementation of improvements in 

coordination with and in the context of the VMC planned street network. 

 

Meetings were held with the Stakeholders and Agencies as well as with property owners where there was 

a significant property impact concern.  A second Public Information Centre was also held to review the 

design options.  There was general support for the preferred design options and some minor 

modifications developed to further minimize impacts wherever possible.  

  



Executive Summary of the Draft Environmental Study Report  
Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek  

Class Environmental Assessment 
City of Vaughan 
May 27, 2016 

 

Page 11 of 13 
 

0.5 Preliminary Preferred Design  

Based on the evaluation of alternative design concepts and consultation with the affected property 

owners, interested public and agencies, the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design (see Plates 1- 3) 

is to:  

+ Widen Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street to 33 metre right-of –way.  This 

preferred design minimizes impacts, improves access to several driveways through dedicated left 

turns, increases capacity of VMC sub-area network, improves level of service on Jane Street, and 

improves accommodation of active transportation.   

The typical cross section for the preferred design are shown in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2: Typical Cross-Section 

 

A 1.8m wide cycle track is accommodated on both sides of the road and separated from the travel lanes 

by a roll-over curb.  A 2.0m sidewalk on each side is proposed just inside the property buffer.  The south 

side (adjacent to the VMC) has proposed two lines of trees, one if which is on the adjacent development.   

The existing vertical alignment is relatively flat.  One section has a grade of less than 0.5%.  The 

proposed vertical alignment is improved with a minimum grading of 0.5% for the entire study area. 

0.5.1 Municipal Infrastructure/Utilities 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design provides for the integrated and coordinated 

implementation of planned and approved municipal services (water and sanitary) as per the VMC 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Master Plan together with  streetscape infrastructure as per  

VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan and City wide Streetscape Implementation Manual and Financial 

Strategy  

A number of utilities will require relocation to accommodate the recommended roadway design, such as: 
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+ Underground Bell cable, Rogers buried fibre, Enbridge pipe, All Stream underground ducts and 

cable, PowerStream underground ducts and cable. 

Based on the City Standards, the proposed locations of the relocated utilities are shown in Figure 3. 

 

 

Figure 3: Typical Cross Section (with Utility Locations) 

0.5.2 Traffic Signals  

The EA Study and recommended Preliminary Preferred Design provides for staging improvements to the 

existing signalized intersections at Applewood Crescent and Edgeley Boulevard and implementation of a 

new signalized intersection at and in coordination with the realignment of Millway Avenue.  

With respect to the Jane Street intersection -  the EA Study  considers the unavoidable need to relocate 

the existing off-set driveway access at the Jane Street intersection to the property on the north east 

quadrant of Jane Street and the Portage Parkway extension. In the regard it is noted that the EA study 

provided for exchange of information and ongoing dialogue with Region of York staff as part of the formal 

Technical Agencies Committee and specifically as it relates to intersection design and access as Jane 

Street is under the Region’s jurisdiction.  It is recognized that all access to Jane Street is subject to the 

findings of York Region’s future Rapid Transit Corridor Environmental Assessment. 

0.5.3 Implementation Plan 

The EA Study recommends advancing staging improvements in step with the transformation of the VMC 
and in coordination with the VMC planned street network.  The key components of the Implementation 
Plan follow:  
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 advance detailed design and engineering for the reconstruction of Portage Parkway from 

Applewood Crescent to Jane Street;  

 facilitate near term improvements and extension east of Jane Street to an interim terminus at a 

cul-de-sac west of Black Creek;   

 program and allocate funding accordingly for Part A dovetailing ( where possible) with the 

ongoing and emerging detailed design of intersecting north-south VMC streets; and 

 obtain approvals(permits etc.) and acquire property (where necessary) in a timely manner 

0.5.3.1 Capital Cost Estimate 

The estimated total project cost associated with the proposed improvements, including engineering, 

construction, utility relocations and other project costs is approximately $9,200,000 for Part A , widening, 

extension and improvements  for Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to west of Black Creek.  It is 

noted that estimated preliminary capital cost estimates do include property acquisition and are subject to 

adjustment and refinement through the completion of detailed design and engineering. 

0.5.3.2 Property Requirements 

Implementation of the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design for the widening, extension and 

improvements from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street will require lands from all properties on the north 

and south sides of Portage Parkway of up to approximately 7.7 m from the south and 3.4 m from the 

north. It is noted that the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is subject to detailed design and 

engineering.  

0.6 Phase 4 – Notice of Completion  

The Environmental Study Report will be placed on the public record for a minimum 30 calendar days.  

The Notice of Completion will announce where the report can be reviewed and will include contact 

information and a date for receiving comments.  The Notice will further explain the process for resolving 

concerns.  The public must contact the City of Vaughan within the 30-day review period to discuss and 

resolve any outstanding issues.  If the issues cannot be resolved, the public may request for the Minister 

of Environment and Climate Change to order the City to comply with Part II of the Environmental 

Assessment Act, which addresses individual environmental assessments.  Part II Order requests must be 

made to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change within the review period.  Contact information 

for the Minister will be included in the Notice.   
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0. Executive Summary 

The City of Vaughan Transportation Master Plan (TMP), A New Path identified Portage Parkway 

Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road as a strategic improvement and key element in 

support of the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre and recommends completion of the Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment (EA).   

This EA Study advances implementation of the Portage Parkway Widening and its Easterly Extension to 

Creditstone Road in accordance with Schedule C of the Municipal Class EA (October 2000, as amended 

in 2007 & 2011). 

The City of Vaughan retained CIMA+ in May 2015 to complete an EA study for the Portage Parkway 

Widening from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street (Part A) and Portage Parkway Extension from Jane 

Street to Creditstone Road (Part B) as two interrelated parts.  The project limits of which were subject to 

refinement through the study process.   

Accordingly this Environmental Study Report documents the planning and design process, in 

accordance with the Municipal Class EA for: 

Portage Parkway Extension from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road. 

Part B is for the extension of Portage Parkway from west of the Black Creek, crossing the Black Creek to 

Creditstone Road.   

Documentation with respect to Part A is contained in a separate Environmental Study Report for 

Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to West of Black Creek
1
 

0.1 Background and Study Context  

The City’s Transportation Master Plan, A New Path (2013), Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC) 

Secondary Plan and supporting focused area transportation plans and studies identified the Portage 

Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to Creditstone Road as a strategic network improvement to 

support development within the VMC. 

Portage Parkway is an east-west road from its westerly connection at Chrislea Road and is currently built 

to a 4-lane urban cross section (2 lanes in each direction) from Applewood Crescent to Edgeley 

Boulevard.  The current right-of-way through this section is approximately 26 metres.  East of Edgeley 

Boulevard to Jane Street, Portage Parkway is currently built as a 2 lane urban cross section to its 

terminus at the signalized intersection with Jane Street.  The right-of-way through this section is 

approximately 23 metres.  Portage Parkway west to Chrislea Road features an overpass structure 

crossing Highway 400 – a strategic connection in the City’s transportation network that opened in late 

2010.  

                                                      
1
 As the study progressed, the study area for Part A was extended easterly to the Black Creek in order to 

accommodate the required reconstruction of the east leg of the Jane Street intersection. 
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The VMC Secondary Plan and focused area supporting plans and studies, in the context of broader area, 

provided a robust planning and design framework for advancing and completing the study EA (planning 

and design) Study process.  These principally included:   

 

 Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Transportation Plan (June 2012) and VMC and Surrounding Areas 

Transportation Study (March 2013); 

 Municipal Servicing Class Environmental Assessment Master Plan (November 2012); 

 Black Creek Stormwater Optimization Study Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Master 

Plan (February 2012) and ongoing Black Creek Renewal EA 
 VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan (November 2015) City wide Streetscape Implementation 

Manual and Financial Strategy (November 2014) and Design Criteria and Standard Drawings 

The VMC Secondary Plan provides the following broader transportation planning and policy context for 

advancing and completing the planning and design of Portage Parkway: 

+ Encourage the use of Portage Parkway for through movements linking to Highway 400. 

+ Support the extent of the right-of-way for the Spadina Subway Line to Portage Parkway to protect 

for future subway extension beyond the VMC. 

+ Link Creditstone Road to Portage Parkway and link both roads to Highway 7 and Jane Street to 

establish a bypass (i.e., Creditstone-Portage-Applewood Bypass) to assist with mitigating through 

movements on Highway 7 and Jane Street.  This bypass would require the southerly extension of  

+ Applewood Crescent from Portage Parkway. 

+ Cooperate with York Region to implement rapid transit services on Jane Street 

+ Acquire right-of-way for an extension of Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road. 

0.1.1 Study Area 

Figure 1 illustrates the study area for Part A and Part B.  The total distance of the study area corridor is 

approximately 1.5 km.  As the project progressed, it became clear that Part A widening had implications 

immediately east of Jane Street because of an existing driveway on the east side of the Jane 

Street/Portage Parkway intersection that would have to be relocated.  Therefore, both Parts A and B 

considered implications of the alignment immediately east of Jane Street. 

The EA study and recommended Preliminary Preferred Design is supported by a multi-disciplinary and 

comprehensive technical review and study of transportation, natural, socio- economic and built 

environment of the area corridor. 

0.1.2 Class EA Process 

Municipal projects that affect the purpose, capacity or function of a roadway, or propose new roadways, 

are subject to the Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (October 

2000, as amended in 2007 and 2011).   
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The TMP, New Path (Appendix I), having addressed Phases 1 and 2, recommended completing the 

planning and design process in accordance with the Municipal Class EA.  This EA Study revisits Phases 

1 and 2 and completes Phases 3 and 4 for the Portage Parkway Widening and Easterly Extension to 

West of Black Creek as a Schedule C project under the Municipal Class EA.  As noted above, Schedule 

C projects must follow Phases 1 through 5 of the Class EA process: 

 

Phase 1 Identify the problem or opportunity. 

Phase 2  Identify alternative solutions to address the problem or opportunity.   

Phase 3  Examine alternative methods of implementing the preferred solution. 

Phase 4 Document the rationale for the Preferred Solution and Design Concept, and the planning, 

design and consultation process in an Environmental Study Report (ESR) for public and 

agency review.   

Phase 5 Complete contract drawings and documents, and proceed to construction, operation and 

environmental monitoring. 

 

Figure 1: Study Area for Part A and Part B 

Accordingly, separate Environmental Study Reports for Part B (and interrelated  Part A) documenting 

Phases 1 through 4   will be placed on public record for the minimum 30 calendar days upon study 

completion for public and agency review.  
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0.1.3 Consultation Plan 

An extensive Consultation Plan, was implemented to ensure meaningful consultation with internal and 

external stakeholders and reviewing agencies.  The Consultation Plan, organized around study phases, 

included public information centres, stakeholder engagement and participation of technical review/ 

regulatory agencies at study milestones 

The Consultation Plan was led by the Portage Parkway EA project team comprised of CIMA+ and City 

staff.  The City’s website, printed media and correspondence provide information on the Study’s progress 

and notice of key Study milestones. 

A mailing list was developed to notify potentially interested parties of opportunities for review and 

comment.  Four notices to the public and internal and external stakeholders were undertaken: 

Notice of Commencement June 18 and 25, 2015 

Notice of Public Information Centre No.  1 November 10, 2015 

Notice of Public Information Centre No.  2 February 23, 2015 

Notice of Completion  Pending, 2016 

To inform the general public of the study, each of the notices were advertised in two separate issues of 

the Vaughan Citizen and The Thornhill Liberal, and mailed to approximately 1,500 stakeholders and 93 

agency representatives on the study mailing list.  The Notices were also posted to the City’s webpage at: 

http://www.vaughan.ca/projects/projects_and_studies/environmental_assessment_studies/Pages/Class-

EA-Study-for-Portage-Parkway.aspx. 

The Public Information Centres (PICs) were held at the Homewood Suites Hotel near Portage Parkway 

on: 

+ November 25, 2015 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

This PIC presented findings from Phases 1 and 2 of the project and asked for public input on the 

findings – 19 members of the public attended. 

+ March 9, 2016 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

This PIC presented findings from Phase 3 of the project, presenting alternative designs and the 

preliminary preferred design, and requested public input on the findings - 14 members of the 

public attended. 

Two advisory groups were formed and met three (3) times to provide input to the study following 

commencement and in advance of each PIC.  Invitations to participate on the study’s Technical Agencies 

Committee were mailed to approximately 93 agency representatives.  Invitations to participate on the 

study’s Stakeholders Group were mailed to approximately 201 property owners within 200 m north and 

south of Portage Parkway within the study limits.   

A Stakeholders Group was established from interested owners of property within 200 m of the Portage 

Parkway study corridor, including representatives of active and proposed development in the area; and  

A Technical Agencies Committee was established from interested representatives of regulatory and/or 

approving agencies on the study mailing list.  Separate meetings were held with approving authorities as 

http://www.vaughan.ca/projects/projects_and_studies/environmental_assessment_studies/Pages/Class-EA-Study-for-Portage-Parkway.aspx
http://www.vaughan.ca/projects/projects_and_studies/environmental_assessment_studies/Pages/Class-EA-Study-for-Portage-Parkway.aspx
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required to review project impacts, mitigation measures and approval requirements.   

One-on-one meetings were held with several land owners whose property was directly impacted by the 

proposed road improvements so that their concerns were considered during the evaluation of options and 

mitigation measures developed as appropriate.  An Open House further reaching out and engaging 

affected property owners along the corridor was held on May 5, 2016. 

The Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs advised the following First Nations may have existing or asserted rights 

or claims in Ontario’s land claims process or litigation which may be affected by the project: 

+ Chippewas of Georgina Island 

+ Beausoleil First Nation  

+ Chippewas of Rama 

+ Mississaugas of the New Credit First 

Nation 

0.2 Phase 1 – Problem and Opportunity 
The EA Study, building on the City’s TMP and VMC Secondary Plan, corroborates the need to improve, 

and design Portage Parkway as a multi-modal street.   

0.2.1 Needs and Justification 

A broader comprehensive traffic analysis of the corridor was undertaken that validates the need to 

widen Portage Parkway to 4 lanes from Applewood Crescent to Creditstone Road as a major 

collector road.   

+ Under existing traffic conditions, most intersections and turning movements operate satisfactorily 

during both the a.m. and p.m. peak hours; 

+ Under future 2031 traffic conditions with a “Do Nothing” scenario (e.g.  no widening on Portage 

Parkway), traffic operations along the corridor is expected to severely deteriorate, resulting in 

high levels of congestion; and 

+ Under future 2031 traffic conditions with the proposed widening and road extension, all 

intersections and turning movements are expected to operate satisfactorily during the a.m.  peak 

hour. 

0.2.2 Problem and Opportunity Statement 

The following Problem and Opportunity Statement was developed and used to guide the remainder of the 

planning process: 

Transportation improvements are needed to support growth and to provide alternative truck routes to 

Highway 7 within the VMC.   

 

Improving Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street is an opportunity to: 

+ Serve the VMC and surrounding employment area, 

+ Create an alternative route for trucks to bypass the VMC core, 
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+ Improve connections to local and regional infrastructure, 

+ Support transit-oriented nodes and corridors, and 

+ Enhance transit ridership, cycling and walking. 

The extension of Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road is an opportunity to: 

+ Provide a continuous route for all modes of transportation from Weston Road crossing 

Highway 400 and the Black Creek channel to Creditstone Road, and 

+ Alleviate traffic congestion on Highway 7 within the VMC.   

0.3 Phase 2 – Alternative Planning Solutions 

+  

Six (6) alternative planning solutions were identified and evaluated as part of Phase 1 and 2 of the Class 

EA process, namely: 

 

Do Nothing 

This solution would leave Portage Parkway unmodified in an ‘as is’ state. 

Travel Demand Management Initiatives 

Travel demand management initiatives involve strategies and policies used to reduce travel demand or 

redistribute the demand spatially or temporally.   

Alternative Modes of Transportation 

Promoting and facilitating the use of alternative modes of transportation, such as transit and cycling, can 

reduce the demand on a roadway. 

Localized Intersection and Operational Improvements 

Operational improvements such as the retiming of traffic signals and installation of turning lanes, can 

improve the overall efficiency of a roadway (i.e.  maximize throughput) and the surrounding network. 

Widening Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street 

This solution would increase the capacity of the roadway between Applewood Crescent and Jane Street. 

Extending Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road 

This solution addresses the local areas network discontinuity by extending Portage Parkway from Jane 

Street to Creditstone Road. 

An advantage/disadvantage evaluation process was used to evaluate the appropriateness of the above 

alternatives.  The evaluation process yielded a combination of the aforementioned alternatives as the 

recommended solution for Portage Parkway.  Two (2) of the recommended solutions have also been 

recommended as part of the Transportation Master Plan (TMP), which are: 

+ Travel Demand Management Initiatives – Identified in the TMP and will be implemented by the 

City as a separate strategy. 

+ Alternative Modes of Transportation – Identified in the TMP, including the provision for continuous 
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sidewalks, cycling systems, connectivity of the subway extension to Highway 7, and rapid transit 

of Jane Street. 

The other three (3) recommended solutions are: 

+ Localized Intersection and Operational Improvements; 

+ Widening Portage Parkway from Applewood Crescent to Jane Street; and 

+ Extending Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road. 

The alternative planning solutions and evaluation were presented to the Advisory Groups (Technical and 

Stakeholder) and also at the first PIC.  Minor comments were received during this consultation process, 

mostly concerning requests to be kept up to date as the project proceeds.   

0.4 Phase 3 – Alternative Designs  

Development of the design concepts and alternative options, evaluated against technical and 

environmental criteria considered the three-dimensions of a road corridor; i.e. the cross-section, the 

horizontal alignment and vertical profile as follows. 

Cross-Section 

The VMC Secondary Plan (Figure below) and VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan as coordinated 

with the City’s broader City-wide Streetscape Implementation Manual and Financial Strategy and Design 

Criteria and Standard Drawings provided the planning and design context and framework for the 

exploration of alternative typical cross-sections.   

The beginning point for development of a typical cross-section was the street cross -sections from the 

VMC Secondary Plan (figure below) and organization of streetscape infrastructure as guided by the VMC 

Streetscape and Open Space Plan.  The symmetrical street cross section in the VMC Secondary Plan 

accommodates four 3.5m travel lanes, two 1.5m on-street bicycle lanes and 5.5m boulevards within a 33 

metre right of way. The VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan incorporates cycling facilities into the 

street network to build a cohesive and permeable network, - identifying a cycle track for Portage Parkway. 
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Recognizing high truck volumes associated, in large part, with the surrounding industrial and employment 

areas, the preferred  typical cross-section , shown in figure 2,  was refined  to provide a wider ( relative to 

3.3m inside lane) 3.5m  curb  lane and wider raised off-road cycle track at 1.8m separated by a rolled 

curb facilitating trucks and cyclists respectively   The preferred typical cross section for the crossing of 

Black Creek, provides for continuation of  4 general purpose lanes  ( 2 in each direction ) and a raised 

median within an approximate 25.7 metre right of way maintaining  the wider curb lane at 3.5m and off-

road cycle track at 1.8 m.   

The ROW width tapered from the 25.7m width to 33m width as it approached Jane Street and Creditstone 

Road. 
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0.4.1 Technical and Environmental Criteria 

Each of the alternative design options was assessed against the following technical and environmental 

criteria: 

 
Technical Criteria Environmental Criteria 

Economic 

+ Capital costs 

 

Implementation 

+ Conformity with regulatory framework. 

+ Construction staging and planning. 

+ Impacts on existing municipal services and 
utilities. 

 

Infrastructure Planning  

+ Improved road safety. 

+ Opportunities for other travel modes (walking, 
cycling, and public transit). 

+ Improving road capacity and/or traffic flow. 

+ Conformity with official/secondary plans and 
transportation master plans. 

Natural 

+ Impacts on avian and wildlife. 

+ Encroachment onto natural areas 

+ Impacts on species at risk.   

+ Impacts on aquatic and watercourses. 

+ Impacts on vegetation. 

 

Cultural/Social 

+ Impacts on archaeology. 

+ Impacts on built heritage and cultural 
landscapes. 

+ Air quality. 

+ Compatibility with emergency services 
requirements. 

+ Property and parking access impacts. 

+ Noise impacts (post construction). 

0.4.2 Jane Street to Creditstone Road Alternatives 

Alternative design concepts were generated with consideration to challenges and constraints and 

iteratively short listed to a reasonable range of context sensitive alternative design options and were 

carried forward for evaluation. 

It is noted that for the extension east from Jane Street to west of the Black Creek, key challenges and 

constraints in generating alternative design concepts for a new road right-of-way were principally 

centered on:  

1. An existing commercial property on the northeast corner of Jane Street and Portage Parkway and the 

need to relocate its driveway, potential property requirements and impacts on on-site operations; 

2. A proposed development on the southeast corner of Jane Street and Portage Parkway;  

3. A large property (Iron Mountain) on the northeast corner of the crossing of Black Creek;  

4. Existing buildings on the southeast side of the Black Creek crossing, recognizing that they are in the 

VMC; 

5. A CN Rail spur line from the MacMillan Yard crossing Creditstone Road and  Transport Canada’s 
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Grade Separated restriction with respect at least 30 metres away from this line with any new road; 

and  

6. Intersection with Creditstone Road and proximity of adjacent existing driveways 

 

In short-listing options design options, these challenges and constraints were dealt with in the following 

manner: 

 

+ Item 1 and 2 above were considered in the evaluation of Part A options.   

+ Item 3 was addressed by developing options that had varying degrees of impact on the Iron Mountain 

building. 

+ Item 4, all alternatives had an impact on the buildings on the southeast side of the creek.  These 

buildings are shown as being redeveloped in the VMC Secondary Plan.  These buildings will remain 

until the time that the owners decide to redevelop their land. 

+ Item 5 was addressed by ensuring all options were shown at least 30 metres away from the CN Rail 

spur. 

+ Item 6 was addressed by ensuring that adjacent driveways could be accommodated in any of the 

designs. 

Four (4) alternatives along with Do-Nothing were carried forward for evaluation and examined for the 

Portage Parkway road extension.  The development of options proceeded in an iterative manner in 

avoiding and minimizing impacts, recognizing stable built form/uses and associated parking and 

operation: 

‘Do Nothing’ Option 

No extension of Portage Parkway from Jane Street to Creditstone Road – this was used for comparative 

purposes in order to measure the net impacts. 

Option A: Southerly Shift of alignment east of Jane Street 

This context sensitive alignment does not facilitate the proposed development on the southeast corner of 

the Jane Street/Portage Parkway intersection; 

Option B: Northerly Shift of alignment east of Jane Street 

This context sensitive alignment impacts property on the northeast corner of the Jane Street/Portage 

Parkway intersection; 

Option C: Alignment east of Jane Street with Centre Boulevard 

This context sensitive alignment impacts property on the northeast corner of the Jane Street/Portage 

Parkway intersection while facilitating the proposed development on the southeast corner; 

Option D: Alignment east of Jane Street without Centre Boulevard (Preferred) 

This context sensitive alignment minimizes impacts on the property on the northeast corner of the Jane 

Street/Portage Parkway intersection and facilitates proposed development on the southeast corner.  This 

was achieved by exploring opportunities for gradually narrowing the boulevard on the north side 

immediately west of Black Creek. 
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Under all design options, the unavoidable need to relocate the existing off-set driveway access at the 

Jane Street intersection to the property on the north east quadrant of Jane Street and the Portage 

Parkway extension was considered.  In the regard it is noted that the EA study provided for exchange of 

information and ongoing dialogue with Region of York staff as part of the formal Technical Agencies 

Committee and specifically as it relates to intersection design and access as Jane Street is under the 

Region’s jurisdiction.  It is recognized that all access to Jane Street is subject to the findings of York 

Region’s future Rapid Transit Corridor Environmental Assessment. 

0.4.3 Black Creek Channel Crossing  

The crossing of the Black Creek was the subject of a separate set of alternative design options and 

evaluation for a preferred structure crossing of the Black Creek.  It is noted that the EA study provided for 

ongoing consultation, exchange of information and focused technical meetings with the Toronto Region 

Conservation Authority with respect to the crossing of the Black Creek channel as under their regulated 

area.  Five preliminary design concepts were considered for the crossing grouped under culverts (2) and 

bridges (3).  Culvert options not meeting flood criteria were dismissed from further consideration.   

The following provides an overview of the preliminary design concepts and key considerations that 

emerged through the evaluation 

Five (5) preliminary design concepts were considered for the crossing of the Black Creek Channel: 

Option 1: 10.6 m wide Box Culvert with two 4.5m wide culverts for multiuse trails on both sides of 

the creek; 

Option 2: Single Span 35m Bridge with multiuse trails accommodated underneath the bridge; 

Option 3: 2 Span (60m) Bridge with multiuse trails accommodated underneath the bridge; 

Option 4: 3 Span (60m) Bridge with multiuse trails accommodated underneath the bridge; 

Option 5: 12m wide ConSpan Culvert with two 4.5m wide culverts for multiuse trails on both sides 

of the creek (Preferred) 

As previously noted a key stakeholder for the crossing was the Toronto and Region Conservation 

Authority (TRCA) with various flood accommodation criteria needing to be met – two meetings were held 

with TRCA staff to discuss the crossing options.  Option 1 for a culvert did not meet the TRCA flood 

criteria and was not short-listed while the other options met or exceeded the criteria. 

For each of the bridge options, there is in the order of approximately a $6 million premium relative to 

costs for culvert design options. 

Notwithstanding that there are no current plans for active transportation facilities extending north from the 

VMC Secondary Plan area along the Black Creek channel, all alternative design options at the crossing 

consider and do not preclude the opportunity for north-south continuous pedestrian and cycling linkages. 

0.4.4 Meetings with Stakeholders 

Meetings were held with the Stakeholders and Agencies as well as with property owners where there was 

a significant property impact concern.  A second Public Information Centre was also held to review the 
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design options.  There was general support for the preferred design options and some minor 

modifications developed to further minimize impacts wherever possible. 

0.5 Preliminary Preferred Design  

Based on the evaluation of alternative design concepts and consultation with the affected property 

owners, interested public and agencies, the recommended Preliminary Preferred Design (See Plate 1) is 

to:  

+ Extend Portage Parkway from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road, as per the Preliminary 

Preferred Design/ via an alignment as documented in the Portage Parkway Widening and 

Easterly  Extension to West of Black Creek  .   

+ Accommodate the crossing of Black Creek by implementing a 12m wide ConSpan structure and 

provide and protect for opportunities for active transportation in the form of two separate 4.5m 

wide culverts. 

The typical cross sections for the preferred design are shown in  

Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: Typical Cross Sections 

A 1.8m wide cycle track and 2.0m sidewalk are accommodated on both sides of the road and separated 

from the travel lanes by a rolled curb.   

 

 

Figure 3: Typical Cross Section (with Utility Locations) 
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0.5.1 Municipal Infrastructure/Utilities 

The recommended Preliminary Preferred Design provides for the integrated and coordinated 

implementation of planned and approved municipal services (water and sanitary ) as per the VMC 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Master Plan together with streetscape infrastructure as per  

VMC Streetscape and Open Space Plan and City wide Streetscape Implementation Manual and Financial 

Strategy 

The profile had to match the existing profiles at Jane Street and Creditstone Road while in between those 

terminal points, the need for fill in the valley was minimized by using a minimum -0.55% slope approach 

from Jane Street. 

Based on the City Standards, the proposed locations of the relocated utilities are shown in Figure 3 (see 

above). 

0.5.2 Traffic Signals  

The EA Study and recommended Preliminary Preferred Design provides for signalized intersections at 

the future Maplecrete Road extension and at Creditstone Road.   

0.5.3 Implementation Plan 

The EA Study recommends advancing an Implementation Plan staging improvements in step with the   
transformation of the VMC and in coordination with the VMC planned street network.  The following 
highlights the key components of the Implementation Plan;   

 program and allocate funding for completion of detailed design and engineering for the 
construction of the crossing of the Black Creek and extension from Creditstone Road. 

 obtain approvals (permits – Black Creek Crossing, etc.) and acquire property (where necessary) 
in a timely manner. 

0.5.4 Property Requirements 

Implementation of the Portage Parkway, will require the acquisition of lands from several properties 

including two (2) properties on the south side of Portage Parkway in the VMC Secondary Plan area.   

0.5.5 Capital Cost Estimate 

The estimated total project cost associated with the proposed improvements, including engineering, 

construction, utility relocations and other project costs is approximately: 

+ $6,200,000 for Part B, extending Portage Parkway from West of Black Creek to Creditstone Road 

(including $3,200,000 for the Black Creek Crossing; a 12 m ConSpan culvert and provide and two 

separate 4.5m wide culverts on either side of the main culvert protecting and providing for 

opportunities for active transportation). 

It is noted that estimated preliminary capital cost estimates do include property acquisition and are 

subject to adjustment and refinement through the completion of detailed design and engineering. 
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0.6 Phase 4 – Notice of Completion  

The Environmental Study Report will be placed on the public record for a minimum 30 calendar days.  

The Notice of Completion will announce where the report can be reviewed and will include contact 

information and a date for receiving comments.  The Notice will further explain the process for resolving 

concerns.  The public must contact the City of Vaughan within the 30-day review period to discuss and 

resolve any outstanding issues.  If the issues cannot be resolved, the public may request for the Minister 

of Environment and Climate Change to order the City to comply with Part II of the Environmental 

Assessment Act, which addresses individual environmental assessments.  Part II Order requests must be 

made to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change within the review period.  Contact information 

for the Minister will be included in the Notice.   
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